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Note: All maps 
in this book are 
schematic and not 
drawn to scale.
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The Cotswolds are unique, a timeless landscape of 
tranquil country lanes, rolling hills and deep wooded 
valleys. But it’s to the small towns and villages that our 
attention always returns. Places of warm, honey-coloured 
stone, steeped in history and an undefinable ‘Englishness’ 
that makes you immediately feel at home. 

The region has been the favourite haunt of royalty and 
the landed gentry for centuries and now also of latterday 
show-biz ‘celebrities’ and rock stars. Those of us who live 
in urban areas see it as an litter-free country idyll, without 
graffiti, CCTV cameras, fast food outlets or sprawling 
industrial estates. Given a big National Lottery win, we 
could also live in a place like that.

This book is a collection of my favourite Cotswold 
places. It’s a personal choice, enabled by the region having 

no precise boundaries. There are those who argue that 
it extends as far south as Bath, but for me the essence 
of the Cotswolds is concentrated most richly within the 
county of Gloucestershire. The notes accompanying the 
illustrations provide some historical background and 
useful facts and figures. 

This is prime walking country. The superb Cotswold 
Way long-distance footpath crosses the region and there’s 
a multitude of books and web pages covering other routes.

I hope this book will guide you to some of my favourite 
places in the Cotswolds and that they give you as much 
pleasure as they do me whenever I visit.

Rugby, 2010
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It’s invidious to compile a league of ‘Best of the 
Cotswolds’, but places in the north-west would come high 
in my table.

Bordering the area are the four main towns of Broadway, 
Moreton-in-Marsh, Stow-on-the-Wold and Winchcombe. 
They’re all different, yet each blessed with their own 
version of ‘Cotswoldness’. Moreton and Stow, still the 
busy traveller’s stops on the Fosse Way; stately Broadway; 
and Winchcombe, the Saxon capital of Mercia.

The villages are no less impressive: the architectural gem 
of Chipping Campden; the set-piece Slaughters; and the 
blessed trio of Cotswold perfection, Snowshill, Stanton 
and Stanway. For contrast, there are the smaller villages of 

Naunton, Notgrove, Bourton-on-the-Hill, the Guitings and 
the Swells, less visited but still worthwhile seeking out. 

There’s also dear old Blockley, rather isolated and often 
overlooked, but a handsome village, full of interest and 
with a real sense of community. It’s one of my favourites.

The Cotswold escarpment is at its highest along the 
western side of the area providing some terrific views. 
Cleve Hill, south of Winchcombe, is the highest point in 
the Cotswolds at 1,082ft (330m) above sea level.

Cotswold stone quarried in the north is a deep golden 
colour due to iron deposits in the stone, and noticeably 
darker and warmer than stone from the south.  
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The church has a Norman 
chancel, with a Gothic 
tower added around 1725 by 
local quarry-owner, Thomas 
Woodward. The medieval bishops 
of Worcester made Blockley 
their summer residence.
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3 miles north-west of Moreton-in-Marsh

Owned by the bishops of Worcester and administration centre 
of Worcestershire for 1,000 years, Blockley was transferred to 
Gloucester in 1931, when many county borders were revised. 

It’s a large village, full of character, with terraces of cottages 
strung across steep hillsides and ashlar stone buildings stacked 
above the Blockley Brook, a tributary of the River Stour.

The village post office closed in 2007, but a year later the 
villagers opened their own not-for-profit store, off-licence, post 
office and cafe in Blockley’s historic Old Coach House. The 
Co-operative Association now has over 530 members and 
employs a manager and 14 part-time staff.
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A fine terrace of mainly 18th and early 19th century 
houses. There was once 20 shops in this quiet 
street and the village had eight pubs.
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Blockley enjoyed a short but lucrative silk 
boom in the early 1800s. The Rushout 
family, from nearby Northwick Park, 
established the industry and by 1823, 
the village had eight silk mills supplying 
the Coventry ribbon trade and providing 
employment for some 3,000 people, not 
only in the mills but also for families of 
out-workers in the surrounding farms 
and cottages. But, in 1860, restrictions 
on imported silk were removed and many 
of the Coventry weavers were ruined. By 
1880, the Blockley mills were deserted. 

Thankfully, many have now been 
converted to desirable homes along the 
river which harmonise well with the rest of 
this most attractive village. 

Blockley has two pubs, The Crown Inn 
and The Great Western Arms, and you 
can usually park at the roadside near the 
shop. It’s also a good centre for walks; 
one over Blockley Downs to Batsford Park 
and a steeper route up to Upton Wold. 
The village is also best explored on foot – 
but you do have to like hills!Surv
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2 miles west of Moreton-in-Marsh

Once owned by the abbots of Westminster, who kept large 
flocks of sheep on the nearby Bourton Downs where race 
horses are now trained, Bourton-on-the-Hill developed in the 
17th century on a steep hill, once part of the turnpiked London, 
Oxford and Worcester ‘Great Road’, and now the busy A44.
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The village has many attractive houses, including the Old School, 
The Retreat almshouses, and The Bank. The prosperity of the 
15th century wool industry paid for a fine clerestory window in 
the church, which conserves a bell-metal bushel and peck from 
1816, the standard measures for the collection of tithes.

Parking is possible with consideration in the streets off the 
Main Street. Apart from the 18th century Horse and Groom, a 
welcome refreshment stop at the top of the hill, the village has 
no facilities. 

Surv
iva

l B
oo

ks
 Li

mite
d



9 miles north-west of Stow-on-the-Wold

The great Cotswold showpiece village, Broadway has a 
wide main street edged with trim greens and a series of 
old stone 17th and 18th buildings, now housing a variety of 
gift shops, tea rooms, art galleries and antique dealers. 
Overlooked by the steep and wooded Cotswold edge 

and the stone folly of Broadway Tower, the village has 
something for everyone. 

Situated on the main route between Oxford and 
Worcester, Broadway developed with the stagecoach trade 
and at one time had 23 inns, with seven coaches passing 
through every day. These days many more coaches call, but 
now they’re luxury tourers bringing visitors from all over the 
world.
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The Lygon Arms, which 
dominates the western end of 
the High Street, was originally 
bought from General Lygon, 
who fought at Waterloo, by his 
butler, but it was developed 
into the world-renowned hotel 
of today by Sydney Bolton 
Russell.

Both King Charles and 
Oliver Cromwell are alleged to 
have stayed in the village – 
though at different times.

The great bulk of Tudor House at the east end 
of the High Street dates back to 1659 and now 
houses an antique shop. The former St Michael’s 
Church School is dated 1856 and the projecting 
clock 1887. The school is now an art gallery.
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Said to have been ‘discovered’ by William 
Morris, the champion of the English 
Arts and Crafts movement and the 
intellectuals of the 1890s, the popularity 
of Broadway grew rapidly. But, despite 
the pressures of mass tourism, the 
village remains more or less unspoilt and 
a walk up one side of the High Street 
and down the other can be an excellent 
way to pass a quiet afternoon.
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Built in 1799 by the Earl of 
Coventry as a focal point from 
his home, Croome Court in 
Worcestershire, about 15 miles 
to the north-west, Broadway 
Tower is a familiar landmark on 
the 1,024ft high Broadway Hill 
above the village.

The 55ft high, mock-castle 
folly is one of England’s finest 
viewpoints from where you can 
see 14 counties, which include 
the Vales of Evesham and 
Gloucester and, on a clear 
day, the Welsh mountains. 

Nearby, there’s a memorial 
to the crew of an A.W.38 
Whitley bomber which crashed 
during a training mission in 
June 1943.

The Tower is the central 
feature of a country park with 
a 19th century exhibition barn, 
car park, shop, restaurant and 
a woodland nature walk.

The best way to appreciate this 
area and its remarkable views is on a 
circular three mile-long walk. There’s 
an alternative car park at a picnic 
site at the top of Fish Hill, from 
where you should follow the ‘Woodland 
Walk’ sign to cross a minor road and 
descend Fish Hill to join Broadway 
High Street at Pike Cottage. 

The climb up to the Tower is steep 
and strenuous but the route across 
the hilltop is much easier. Take care 
crossing the busy A44.
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5 miles north-west of Moreton-in-Marsh
The finest of all the Cotswold wool towns, dating back 
to the 12th century when it was on an important 
trading route. During the late Middle Ages, Cotswold 
wool became famous throughout Western Europe.

Apart from the inevitable parked cars, everything 
in Campden’s elegant High Street is worth looking at. 
Many of the fine houses date from the 14th century 
and their honey-coloured stone still retains the glow 
of prosperity and well-being.

There’s parking in the Square or at the roadsides.
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Substantial buildings line both sides of the mile-long High 
Street in unbroken terraces. Each has its own distinct 
design but is also part of the wondrous whole. 

The Campden Trust, founded in 1927 to preserve the 
town’s ‘unspoilt’ appearance, keeps a vigilant eye on all 
development. There’s even an unobtrusive Co-operative 
store on the High Street. Proof that a high profile retailer 

can still prosper without a garish, corporate shop front. 
William Grevel, a wealthy wool merchant who died in 

1401, built Grevel House as his home around 1380. The 
Woolstaplers Hall across the road was built a few years 
earlier by a wool-trader, Robert Calf, as a place for 
merchants to gather and buy staples of Cotswold wool. 
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The Market Hall – also known as ‘The Wool Market’ – was a 
gift to the town by Sir Baptist Hicks in 1627 as a shelter for 
stalls selling butter, cheese and poultry. Hicks, a wealthy textile 
merchant, also represented Tavistock and Tewkesbury in the 
House of Commons, and in 1626 was made Viscount Campden.

Campden’s Town Hall occupies an island site on the edge of a small square 
at the west end of the High Street. It’s of uncertain age but parts date 
back to the 14th century. The building incorporates two buttresses, the 
only remaining parts of St Katherine’s Chapel, built in 1180. One of the 
curios inside is the last surviving truncheon which special constables used 
against Isambard Kingdom Brunel and his engineers who wanted to bring 
the new railway into Campden. After fierce opposition the branch line from 
Stratford-on-Avon was rerouted via Honeybourne.
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Hicks, a prominent Royalist, built fabulous Campden Manor next to the church 
in 1613. It was deliberately burnt down during the Civil War (1641-51) to prevent 
it falling into the hands of Oliver Cromwell’s Parliamentarians. Jacobean lodges 
and an imposing gateway are all that remains. Hicks also built the terrace of 
almshouses opposite the gatehouse, which cost £1,000 in 1612 and are still in 
use today.

There was a Norman church on the present site before 
1180 but it took another 300 years before the building 
began to look anything like it does today. The nave was 
reconstructed about 1490 and the huge west tower was 
added around 1500. A 15th century brass commemorates 
William Grevel, ‘flower of the wool merchants of all 
England’. The town’s other great benefactor, Sir Baptist 
Hicks, who donated the pulpit and lectern, is grandly 
interred in the Earl of Gainsborough’s family chapel.
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Situated on the slopes of a small valley formed by a tributary of the River 
Windrush, Guiting Power is unusual for its size in having a post office, 
village hall, children’s nursery, bakery and two public houses; The Farmer’s 
Arms and The Hollow Bottom. Parking is possible around the picturesque 
village green where restored Cotswold houses face a 1918 War Memorial 
Cross of medieval design. There are popular walks along the narrow and 
winding Windrush Valley, south to Naunton or north to Temple Guiting, or 
into Guiting Woods.

To a large extent, the village owes its preservation to the Guiting Manor 
Amenity Trust, founded by the Lord of the Manor, Raymond Cochrane, in 
the early 1970s as protection from the invasion of weekend second-home 
buyers. The Trust owns more than a hundred houses in the village, which 
are only rented to young people brought up in the countryside and who 
wish to remain there after marriage. 

5 miles south-east of Winchcombe
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2 miles north of Guiting Power
This is a scattered and rather secretive village situated in 

a wooded valley along the infant River Windrush. There are 
deep pools above and below a small bridge over the river.

Temple Guiting is an ancient site, owned by the Knights 
Templars around 1150 when they worked a fulling mill 
at nearby Barton. The village name has extended their 
influence over the centuries. 

The Plough Inn, at the east end of the village, was voted 
‘Racing pub of the Year’ in 2008, and has rooms overlooking 
the gallops of Jonjo O’Neil’s training yard. 
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4 miles north of Stow-on-the-Wold

A busy cross-roads on the Roman Fosse Way, now the 
A429, the unusually wide High Street of the town of 
Moreton-in-Marsh has always been busy with traffic 
between the Midlands and the south-west. These days 
the traffic is more intense and rows of stone-built shops, 
houses and coaching inns face each other across the busy 

highway. Moreton grew as a market town in the 1220s, and 
18th century turnpike road building increased the town’s 
prosperity. Many of the fine buildings in the High Street 
date from this period.

Once surrounded by low-level, swampy land, the town was 
flooded on occasions which may explain the present name 
(never the Marsh!). In 1868 the Fosse Way was raised and 
the fields drained. 
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The Redesdale Hall, a Victorian Tudor building which dominates the High 
Street like a beached ocean liner, was built around 1887 and presented 
to the town by Lord Dulverton of Batsford.

George VI reviewed the Airborne Division in the High Street before the 
Normandy landings in 1944 and a busy market of over 200 stalls is held 
here twice weekly.
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