
Cop
yri

gh
t S

urv
iva

l B
oo

ks



L ivin g  &  W orkin g  in

LONDON
A  Survival H an d b ook 

G rae m e  C h e st e rs &  D avid  H am p sh ire

Survival Books • Bath • England

LW London.indb   1 25/01/2012   11:45:46

Cop
yri

gh
t G rae m e  C h e st e rs &  D avid  H am p sh ire

Cop
yri

gh
t G rae m e  C h e st e rs &  D avid  H am p sh ireSurv

iva
l 

G rae m e  C h e st e rs &  D avid  H am p sh ireSurv
iva

l 

G rae m e  C h e st e rs &  D avid  H am p sh ireSurv
iva

l 

Surv
iva

l 

Surv
iva

l 

Surv
iva

l B
oo

ks
LONDON

Boo
ks

LONDON
A  Survival H an d b ook

Boo
ksA  Survival H an d b ook

Boo
ks

Boo
ks

Boo
ks



F irst  p ub lish e d  2 0 0 0
Se co n d  E d it ion  2 0 0 4

T h ird  E d it ion  2 0 0 7
F ourt h  E d it ion  2 0 0 8
F if t h  E d it ion  2 0 1 0
Sixt h  E d it ion  2 0 1 2

A ll rig h t s re se rve d .  N o p art  of  t h is p ub lica t ion  
m ay b e  re p rod uce d ,  st ore d  in  a re t rie val syst e m  or 

re co rd e d  b y an y m e an s,  w it h out  p rior w rit t e n
p e rm ission  f rom  t h e  p ub lish e r.

C op yr ig h t  © Survival Books 2 0 0 0 ,  2 0 0 4 ,  2 0 0 7 ,  2 0 0 8 ,  2 0 1 0 ,  2 0 1 2
C ove r p h ot og rap h  © W e i- ch uan  L iu (  w w w . d re am st im e . co m )

I llust rat ion s an d  m ap s © Ji m  W at son

Survival Books L im it e d
fi

Bat h ,  BA 1  2 F J,  U n it e d  K in g d om
  in f o@ survivalb ooks. n e t

 w w w . survivalb ooks. n e t

Brit ish  L ib rary  C at alog uin g  in  P ub lic at ion  D at a
A  C I P  re c ord  f or t h is b ook is availab le  

f rom  t h e  Brit ish  L ib rary .

P rin t e d  an d  b oun d  in  Sin g ap ore  b y I n t e rn at ion al P re ss Sof t co m  L im it e d

LW London.indb   2 25/01/2012   11:45:47

Cop
yri

gh
t fi

Cop
yri

gh
t fi

Bat h ,  BA 1  2 F J,  U n it e d  K in g d om

Cop
yri

gh
t Bat h ,  BA 1  2 F J,  U n it e d  K in g d om

Cop
yri

gh
t 

Cop
yri

gh
t 

Cop
yri

gh
t 

Cop
yri

gh
t 



Cop
yri

gh
t 

 w w w . survivalb ooks. n e t

Cop
yri

gh
t 

 w w w . survivalb ooks. n e t

Surv
iva

l 
C op yr ig h t  © Survival Books 2 0 0 0 ,  2 0 0 4 ,  2 0 0 7 ,  2 0 0 8 ,  2 0 1 0 ,  2 0 1 2

Surv
iva

l 
C op yr ig h t  © Survival Books 2 0 0 0 ,  2 0 0 4 ,  2 0 0 7 ,  2 0 0 8 ,  2 0 1 0 ,  2 0 1 2
C ove r p h ot og rap h  © W e i- ch uan  L iu (

Surv
iva

l 
C ove r p h ot og rap h  © W e i- ch uan  L iu ( 

Surv
iva

l 
 w w w . d re am st im e . co m )

Surv
iva

l 
 w w w . d re am st im e . co m )

I llust rat ion s an d  m ap s © Ji m  W at son

Surv
iva

l 
I llust rat ion s an d  m ap s © Ji m  W at son

Survival Books L im it e dSurv
iva

l 

Survival Books L im it e d
fi Surv

iva
l 

fi

Boo
ks

Boo
ksA ll rig h t s re se rve d .  N o p art  of  t h is p ub lica t ion  

Boo
ksA ll rig h t s re se rve d .  N o p art  of  t h is p ub lica t ion  

m ay b e  re p rod uce d ,  st ore d  in  a re t rie val syst e m  or 

Boo
ksm ay b e  re p rod uce d ,  st ore d  in  a re t rie val syst e m  or m ay b e  re p rod uce d ,  st ore d  in  a re t rie val syst e m  or 

Boo
ksm ay b e  re p rod uce d ,  st ore d  in  a re t rie val syst e m  or 

re co rd e d  b y an y m e an s,  w it h out  p rior w rit t e n

Boo
ks

re co rd e d  b y an y m e an s,  w it h out  p rior w rit t e n
p e rm ission  f rom  t h e  p ub lish e r. Boo

ks
p e rm ission  f rom  t h e  p ub lish e r.



Acknowledgements

T h e  aut h ors w ish  t o of f e r t h e ir sin c e re  t h an ks t o all w h o c on t rib ut e d  t o 

in  L on d on ,  an d  p re vious e d it ion s of  t h is b ook.  T h e y  in c lud e  L ilac  J oh n st on  
( p roof re ad in g ) ;  P e t e r R e ad  an d  G ran ia R og e rs ( re se arc h  &  e d it in g ) ;   
D i Bruc e - K id m an  ( D T P ) ;  p lus C lare  O ’ Brie n ,  E liz ab e t h  O p alka,  D oug al 
R ob e rt son ,  K e rry  L are d o,  Sian  A st rop ,  V ale rie  Bax t e r,  T am sin  G re g ory ,  J ason  
G rim sle y ,  Susan  H ard c ast le ,  San d ra H orn im an ,  C h arlie  M asson  Sm it h ,  
M ill M illw ard ,  N ic k W illiam s an d  e ve ry on e  e lse  w h o c on t rib ut e d  t o t h is an d  
p re vious e d it ion s.  F in ally  a sp e c ial t h an k y ou t o J im  W at son  f or t h e  illust rat ion s 

LW London.indb   3 25/01/2012   11:45:50

Cop
yri

gh
t 

Cop
yri

gh
t S

urv
iva

l 

Surv
iva

l 

Surv
iva

l B
oo

ks
D i Bruc e - K id m an  ( D T P ) ;  p lus C lare  O ’ Brie n ,  E liz ab e t h  O p alka,  D oug al 

Boo
ks

D i Bruc e - K id m an  ( D T P ) ;  p lus C lare  O ’ Brie n ,  E liz ab e t h  O p alka,  D oug al 
R ob e rt son ,  K e rry  L are d o,  Sian  A st rop ,  V ale rie  Bax t e r,  T am sin  G re g ory ,  J ason  

Boo
ks

R ob e rt son ,  K e rry  L are d o,  Sian  A st rop ,  V ale rie  Bax t e r,  T am sin  G re g ory ,  J ason  
G rim sle y ,  Susan  H ard c ast le ,  San d ra H orn im an ,  C h arlie  M asson  Sm it h ,  

Boo
ksG rim sle y ,  Susan  H ard c ast le ,  San d ra H orn im an ,  C h arlie  M asson  Sm it h ,  

M ill M illw ard ,  N ic k W illiam s an d  e ve ry on e  e lse  w h o c on t rib ut e d  t o t h is an d  

Boo
ksM ill M illw ard ,  N ic k W illiam s an d  e ve ry on e  e lse  w h o c on t rib ut e d  t o t h is an d  

p re vious e d it ion s.  F in ally  a sp e c ial t h an k y ou t o J im  W at son  f or t h e  illust rat ion s 

Boo
ks

p re vious e d it ion s.  F in ally  a sp e c ial t h an k y ou t o J im  W at son  f or t h e  illust rat ion s 

Boo
ks

Boo
ks



“If I were to move to France, I would like David Hampshire to be with 
me, holding my hand every step of the way. This being impractical, 
I would have to settle for second best and take his books with me 

instead!”
Living France

“We would like to congratulate 
you on this work: it is really 
super! We hand it out to our 

expatriates and they read it with 
great interest and pleasure.”

ICI (Switzerland) AG

What Readers and Reviewers Have Said 
About Survival Books:

“Get hold of David Hampshire’s book for its sheer 
knowledge, straightforwardness and insights to the 

Spanish character and do yourself a favour!”
Living Spain

“I found this a wonderful 
book crammed with 

facts and figures, with a 
straightforward approach 

to the problems and pitfalls 
you are likely to encounter. 

The whole laced with 
humour and a thorough 
understanding of what’s 
involved. Gets my vote!”

Reader (Amazon)

“Rarely has a ‘survival guide’ contained such useful advice – This book 
dispels doubts for first time travellers, yet is also useful for seasoned 
globetrotters – In a word, if you’re planning to move to the US or go 

there for a long term stay, then buy this book both for general reading 
and as a ready reference.”
American Citizens Abroad
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“It’s everything you always wanted to ask but didn’t for fear of the 
contemptuous put down – The best English language guide – Its 
pages are stuffed with practical information on everyday subjects 

and are designed to complement the traditional guidebook.”
Swiss News

“A must for all future expats. I 
invested in several books but 
this is the only one you need. 

Every issue and concern is 
covered, every daft question 
you have but are frightened 
to ask is answered honestly 
without pulling any punches. 

Highly recommended.”
Reader (Amazon)

“Covers every conceivable 
question that might be asked 
concerning everyday life – I 
know of no other book that 

could take the place of this one.”
France in Print

“The ultimate reference book – Every conceivable subject 
imaginable is exhaustively explained in simple terms – An 

excellent introduction to fully enjoy all that this fine country has to 
offer and save time and money in the process.”

American Club of Zurich

“Let’s say it at once. David 
Hampshire’s Living and 

Working in France is the best 
handbook ever produced for 
visitors and foreign residents 
in this country; indeed, my 

discussion with locals showed 
that it has much to teach 

even those born and bred in 
l’Hexagone. It is Hampshire’s 
meticulous detail which lifts 

his work way beyond the 
range of other books with 
similar titles. This book is 
absolutely indispensable.”

The Riviera Reporter

“It was definitely money 
well spent.”

Reader (Amazon)
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Important Note
L on d on  is a h ug e  ci t y w it h  m an y f ace s,  n um e rous e t h n ic g roup s,  re lig ion s

an d  cu st om s,  ad d e d  t o w h ich  t h e  U K  h as co n t in uously ch an g in g  rule s,  
re g ulat ion s,  in t e re st  rat e s an d  p rice s.  W e  ca n n ot  re co m m e n d  t oo st ron g ly 

fi
b e f ore  m akin g  an y m aj or d e ci sion s or t akin g  an  irre ve rsib le  co urse  of  act ion .  

h e re in !
U se f ul ad d re sse s,  w e b sit e s an d  re f e re n ce s t o ot h e r source s of  in f orm at ion  

h ave  b e e n  in cl ud e d  t h roug h out  t h e  b ook an d  in  Appendices A to C t o 
fi

I m p ort an t  p oin t s h ave  b e e n  e m p h asise d  in  bold print,  som e  of  w h ich  it  
w ould  b e  e xp e n sive ,  or e ve n  d an g e rous,  t o d isre g ard .  I g n ore  t h e m  at  yo ur 
p e ril or co st .  

Note
Unless specifically stated, the reference to any 
company, organisation or product in this book doesn’t 
constitute an endorsement or recommendation. None 
of the businesses, products or individuals listed have 
paid to be mentioned.
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Authors’ Notes
R e f e re n c e s are  m ad e  in  t h is b ook t o t h e  E urop e an  U n ion  ( E U ) ,  w h ic h  
c om p rise s A ust ria,  Be lg ium ,  Bulg aria,  C y p rus,  t h e  C z e c h  R e p ub lic ,  D e n m ark,  
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Slovakia,  Slove n ia,  Sp ain ,  Sw e d e n  an d  t h e  U K .  T h e  E urop e an  E c on om ic  A re a 
( E E A )  in c lud e s t h e  E U  c oun t rie s p lus t h e  E urop e an  F re e  T rad e  A ssoc iat ion  

( w h ic h  is a m e m b e r of  E F T A  b ut  n ot  t h e  E E A ) .

 T im e s are  sh ow n  usin g  am  ( an t e  m e rid ie m )  f or b e f ore  n oon  an d  p m  ( p ost  

d if f e re n ce  w h e n  m akin g  in t e rn at ion al t e le p h on e  ca lls ( se e  Time Difference 

 U n le ss ot h e rw ise  st at e d ,  p rice s sh ow n  usually in cl ud e  V alue  A d d e d  T ax 
( V A T )  an d  sh ould  b e  t ake n  as e st im at e s on ly ,  alt h oug h  t h e y w e re  m ost ly 
co rre ct  at  t h e  t im e  of  p ub lica t ion .

 H is/ h e / h im  also m e an s h e rs/ sh e / h e r ( p le ase  f org ive  m e  lad ie s) .  T h is is d on e  
t o m ake  lif e  e asie r f or b ot h  t h e  re ad e r an d  t h e  aut h ors,  an d  isn ’ t  in t e n d e d  t o 
b e  se xi st .

 A ll sp e llin g  is ( or sh ould  b e )  Brit ish  E n g lish  an d  n ot  A m e rica n  E n g lish .  
A m e rica n  E n g lish  e q uivale n t s are  sh ow n  in  b racke t s w h e re  t h e se  d if f e r 

fi

 T h e  w ord  ‘ L on d on ’  h as b e e n  om it t e d  f rom  L on d on  ad d re sse s in  t h is b ook 
an d  g oe s b e f ore  t h e  p ost co d e  w h e n  ad d re ssin g  le t t e rs.

 W arn in g s an d  im p ort an t  p oin t s are  sh ow n  in  bold t yp e .

 T h e  f ollow in g  sym b ols are  use d  in  t h is b ook:   ( t e le p h on e ) ,   ( f ax) ,    
 ( in t e rn e t )  an d   ( e m ail) .

 L ist s of  Useful Addresses,  Further Reading an d  Useful Websites are  
co n t ain e d  in  Appendices A,  B an d  C re sp e ct ive ly .

 F or t h ose  un f am iliar w it h  t h e  im p e rial syst e m  of  W e ig h t s an d  M e asure s,  
co n ve rsion  t ab le s ( im p e rial/ m e t ric)  are  in cl ud e d  in  Appendix D.

 U se f ul t ab le s are  in cl ud e d  in  Appendix E.

 
f ron t  co ve r,  an d  a m ap  of  t h e  L on d on  un d e rg roun d  n e t w ork in sid e  t h e  b ack 
co ve r.
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Introduction

L on d on  is on e  of  t h e  w orld ’ s g re at  ci t ie s,  b ut  it  ca n  b e  a c on f usin g  an d  

also ch aot ic.  H ow e ve r,  f e ar n ot ,  w h e t h e r yo u’ re  alre ad y livin g  or w orkin g  

ab out  t h ose  g lossy g uid e  b ooks,  e xce lle n t  t h oug h  t h e y are  f or t ourist s;  Living 
and Work ing in London w as w rit t e n  e sp e ci ally w it h  yo u in  m in d  an d  is 

re vise d .
fi fi

fi
fi fi

void  an d  p rovid e  t h e  p ract ica l in f orm at ion  n e ce ssary f or a re lat ive ly t roub le -
f re e  lif e .  Y ou m ay h ave  visit e d  L on d on  as a t ourist ,  b ut  livin g  an d  w orkin g  
t h e re  is a d if f e re n t  m at t e r alt og e t h e r.  A d j ust in g  t o a d if f e re n t  e n viron m e n t  an d  
cu lt ure  an d  m akin g  a h om e  in  an y f ore ig n  ci t y ca n  b e  a t raum at ic an d  st re ssf ul 

Living and Work ing in London is a co m p re h e n sive  h an d b ook on  a w id e  
ran g e  of  e ve ryd ay sub j e ct s an d  re p re se n t s t h e  m ost  up - t o- d at e  source  of  
g e n e ral in f orm at ion  availab le  t o f ore ig n e rs in  L on d on .  I t  isn ’ t ,  h ow e ve r,  sim p ly 

fi
at  lif e .  ( O ur sist e r p ub lica t ion ,  Living and Work ing in B ritain,  co n t ain s 
co m p re h e n sive  in f orm at ion  re g ard in g  a w e alt h  of  sub j e ct s ap p lica b le  b ot h  t o 
L on d on  an d  t h e  re st  of  t h e  U K . )  

A d ap t in g  t o lif e  in  L on d on  is a co n t in uous p roce ss an d  t h is b ook w ill re d uce  
yo ur n ovic e  p h ase ,  m in im ise  t h e  f rust rat ion s an d  h e lp  yo u m ake  in f orm e d  
d e ci sion s an d  ca lcu lat e d  j ud g e m e n t s,  in st e ad  of  un e d uca t e d  g ue sse s an d  
co st ly m ist ake s.  Most important of all, it will help save you time, trouble 
and money, and repay your investment many times over.

fi
fi

af t e r a sh ort  p e riod  ( as yo u f ace  t h e  n e xt  h alf  d oze n ! ) .  H ow e ve r,  alt h oug h  
e xp at riat e  ‘ L on d on e rs’  m ay occa sion ally co m p lain  ab out  b an ke rs,  law ye rs,  

fi
sp e n t  in  L on d on  is a w on d e rf ul w ay t o e n rich  yo ur lif e ,  b road e n  yo ur h orizo n s,  
m ake  f rie n d s an d ,  w it h  an y luck ( an d  som e  h ard  w ork) ,  m ake  yo ur f ort un e .  W e  
t rust  t h is b ook w ill h e lp  yo u avoid  t h e  p it f alls of  lif e  in  L on d on  an d  sm oot h  yo ur 
w ay t o a h ap p y an d  re w ard in g  f ut ure  in  yo ur n e w  h om e .

Good luck!                      Graeme Chesters & David Hampshire
                    J an uary  2 0 1 2
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London is one of the world’s great cities and Europe’s largest; Greater London covers 
over 6 1 0 mi²  (1 ,5 8 0 km² ) and has a population of around 7 .9 m. It’s Britain’s seat of 
government; the home of the British Royal Family; the UK ’s commercial, cultural 

and sporting centre; Europe’s leading financial market; the ‘capital’ of the English-speaking 
world; and a world leader in architecture, art, fashion, food, music, publishing, film and 
television. It’s home to the European headquarters of over a third of the world’s largest 
companies and over two-thirds of Fortune’ s Global 5 0 0  companies have chosen London as 
their centre of operations.

L on d on  is also E urop e ’ s m ost  rac ially  an d  
c ult urally  d ive rse  c it y ,  an d  on e  of  t h e  m ost  
c osm op olit an  in  t h e  w orld ;  on e  i n  t h re e  

out sid e  t h e  U K  an d  b e t w e e n  t h e m  t h e y  

is h om e  t o alm ost  h alf  of  t h e  e t h n i c  m i n orit y  
p op ulat ion  of  t h e  U K ,  w h o h ail f rom  all 
c orn e rs of  t h e  g lob e ,  p art ic ularly  E urop e  an d  
t h e  C om m on w e alt h  c oun t rie s of  A f ric a,  A sia 

f ore ig n  c om m un it ie s of  ove r 1 0 , 0 0 0  p e op le  
b orn  out sid e  t h e  U K .  T o ad d  t o t h is c ult ural 

t h e  w orld ’ s le ad in g  t ourism  d e st in at ion )  
sw e ll L on d on ’ s p op ulat ion  e ac h  y e ar,  n ot  
t o m e n t ion  t h e  h un d re d s of  t h ousan d s of  

fl
surroun d in g  ( h om e )  c oun t ie s an d  f urt h e r 
fi
L on d on  is t h e  U K ’ s m ain  e m p loy m e n t  

ce n t re ,  w it h  a h ug e  varie t y of  j ob  op p ort un it ie s,  
alt h oug h  un e m p loym e n t  is h ig h  in  som e  
b oroug h s.  H ow e ve r,  in  co m m on  w it h  m ost  

p rop e rt y in  p art icu lar is am on g  t h e  m ost  

salarie s co m p e n sat e  t o som e  e xt e n t .  L ike  all 
larg e  ci t ie s,  L on d on  d isp lays st ark co n t rast s of  
w e alt h  an d  p ove rt y ,  an d  f e w  p lace s of f e r such  
e n d le ss op p ort un it ie s t o m ake  or lose  yo ur 
f ort un e .  

L on d on ’ s f aili n g s i n c lud e  p ollut ion ,  an  
ove r- b urd e n e d  p ub li c  t ran sp ort  sy st e m  
( al t h oug h  m uc h  i m p rove d  i n  r e c e n t  y e ars) ,  
t raf f i c  c on g e st ion ,  sub st an d ard  h ousin g  
an d  h om e l e ssn e ss,  ove r- c row d i n g ,  h i g h  
c ri m e  ( i n  som e  are as)  an d  rac ial t e n sion .  

i t  is an d  g ive  t h e  c i t y  i t s un i q ue  c h arac t e r.  
A l t h oug h  t h e  Brit ish  c an  b e  i n f uriat i n g  
at  t i m e s ,  t h e y ’ ll  i n variab l y  c h arm  an d  
d e li g h t  y ou w i t h  t h e ir  se n se  of  h um our an d  
i d iosy n c rasie s.

T h e  sh e e r siz e  of  L on d on  c an  b e  d aun t in g  

c h aot ic .  C e n t ral L on d on  w as orig in ally  an  

ag o t h e re  w e re  w i d e  sp ac e s b e t w e e n  t h e m ,  
alt h oug h  t od ay  t h e y ’ ve  m e rg e d  i n t o an  alm ost  
se am le ss m e t rop olis.  T h e  surroun d in g  are as 
of  L on d on  d e ve lop e d  m ain ly  i n  t h e  V i c t orian  
p e riod ,  w h e n  t h e  ‘ sub urb s’  w e re  at  le ast  
p art ly  p lan n e d .  O ut e r L on d on  h as m ore  op e n  
sp ac e  an d  t h e  p op ulat ion  d e n sit y  is g e n e rally  

h alf  of  w h at  it  is in  t h e  c i t y  c e n t re .
A n y at t e m p t  t o d ivid e  L on d on  in t o 

m an ag e ab le  an d  co m p re h e n sib le  p ie ce s 
ca n  b e  on ly p art ially succe ssf ul.  T h e  t ask is 

fi
fi

1 .
WELCOME TO LONDON
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c ult ural,  h ist oric al,  ad m in ist rat ive  an d  
p ost al.  A  c ust om ary  d ivid in g  lin e  is t h e  R ive r 

fl
t h roug h  L on d on ’ s c e n t re .  T h e re ’ s w id e sp re ad  
b e lie f  t h at  t h e  are as n ort h  of  t h e  rive r are  
m ore  p le asan t  t h an  t h ose  t o t h e  sout h ,  
j ust  as it ’ s g e n e rally  b e lie ve d  t h at  t h e  W e st  
E n d  is sup e rior t o t h e  E ast  E n d ,  b ut  t h e se  
g e n e ralisat ion s of t e n  d on ’ t  st an d  up  w h e n  y ou 
look at  are as in  m ore  d e t ail.  

GREATER LONDON AUTHORITY 
(GLA)

T h e  G re at e r L on d on  A ut h orit y ( G L A )  w as 
f orm e d  in  2 0 0 0  t o g ove rn  L on d on  an d  re p lace d  
t h e  G re at e r L on d on  C oun ci l ( G L C ) ,  w h ich  w as 

re sp on sib le  f or co - co ord in at in g  t h e  b oroug h s 
( se e  b e low ) ,  st rat e g ic p lan n in g ,  an d  op e rat in g  
som e  of  G re at e r L on d on ’ s se rvice s such  as 
t h e  M e t rop olit an  P olice  Se rvice  ( n ot e :  t h e  
C it y of  L on d on  h as it s ow n  p olice  f orce ) ,  t h e  
L on d on  F ire  Se rvice  an d  p ub lic t ran sp ort .  T h e  
G L A  co n sist s of  t h e  M ayo r of  L on d on  ( Boris 
J oh n son ,  e le ct e d  in  2 0 0 8 )  an d  t h e  L on d on  

A sse m b ly ,  w h o are  e le ct e d  b y L on d on e rs e ve ry 
f our ye ars ( t h e  n e xt  e le ct ion s are  d ue  in  2 0 1 2 ) .

W h e n  t h e  G L C  w as ab olish e d ,  m ost  
of  it s f un c t ion s w e re  t ake n  ove r b y  t h e  
L on d on  b oroug h s,  w h ile  ot h e rs b e c am e  
t h e  re sp on sib ilit y  of  j oin t - b oard s an d  ot h e r 
un e le c t e d  b od ie s.  T h e  b oroug h s t h us e n j oy e d  
a h ig h  d e g re e  of  aut on om y  an d  alt h oug h  t h e y  
lost  som e  of  t h e ir p ow e rs w h e n  t h e  G L A  w as 
f orm e d ,  t h e y  st ill re t ain  m an y  re sp on sib ilit ie s 
w h i c h  t h e y  d i d n ’ t  h ave  un d e r t h e  G L C .  

T h e  G re at e r L on d on  A ut h orit y ’ s sit e   
(   w w w . lon d on . g ov. uk)  p rovid e s in f orm at ion  
ab out  t h e  1 4  c on st it ue n c ie s ( se e  b e low ) ,  
an d  t h e  U p M y St re e t  Solut ion s sit e  (   w w w .
up m y st re e t . c om ) ,  run  in  c on j un c t ion  w it h  
T h om son  D ire ct orie s,  is a m in e  of  in f orm at ion  
ab out  e ach  p ost co d e  are a.

CONSTITUENCIES
T h e  cr e at ion  of  t h e  G L A  g roup e d  t h e  b oroug h s 
( se e  b e low )  in t o 1 4  co n st it ue n ci e s ( list e d  
b e low ) .  T h e re  are  ot h e r m ore  or le ss arb it rary 

fi
re g ion s,  f our am b ulan ce  se rvice  zo n e s an d  

fi

Greater London Authority Constituencies

 Constituency   Boroughs

 Barn e t  an d  C am d e n    Barn e t ,  C am d e n
 Be xl e y an d  Brom le y   Be xl e y ,  Brom le y
 Bre n t  an d  H arrow    Bre n t ,  H arrow
 C it y an d  E ast  L on d on    Barkin g  an d  D ag e n h am ,  C it y of  L on d on ,  
     N e w h am ,  T ow e r H am le t s
 C royd on  an d  Sut t on    C royd on ,  Sut t on
 E alin g  an d  H illin g d on    E alin g ,  H illin g d on

fi fi
 G re e n w ich  an d  L e w ish am   G re e n w ich ,  L e w ish am
 H ave rin g  an d  R e d b rid g e    H ave rin g ,  R e d b rid g e
 L am b e t h  an d  Sout h w ark   L am b e t h ,  Sout h w ark
 M e rt on  an d  W an d sw ort h    M e rt on ,  W an d sw ort h
 N ort h  E ast     H ackn e y ,  I slin g t on ,  W alt h am  F ore st  
 Sout h  W e st     H oun slow ,  K in g st on  up on  T h am e s,  
     R ich m on d  up on  T h am e s
 W e st  C e n t ral    H am m e rsm it h  an d  F ulh am ,  K e n sin g t on  
     an d  C h e lse a,  W e st m in st e r

LW London.indb   16 25/01/2012   11:45:56

Cop
yri

gh
t 

Cop
yri

gh
t Greater London Authority Constituencies

Cop
yri

gh
t Greater London Authority Constituencies

   

Cop
yri

gh
t 

   

 Barn e t  an d  C am d e n  

Cop
yri

gh
t 

 Barn e t  an d  C am d e n    

Cop
yri

gh
t 

  
 Be xl e y an d  Brom le y 

Cop
yri

gh
t 

 Be xl e y an d  Brom le y   

Cop
yri

gh
t 

  
 Bre n t  an d  H arrow  

Cop
yri

gh
t 

 Bre n t  an d  H arrow  
 C it y an d  E ast  L on d on  

Cop
yri

gh
t 

 C it y an d  E ast  L on d on  
     Cop

yri
gh

t 

     
 C royd on  an d  Sut t on  Cop

yri
gh

t 

 C royd on  an d  Sut t on  
 E alin g  an d  H illin g d on  Cop

yri
gh

t 

 E alin g  an d  H illin g d on  Cop
yri

gh
t 

Cop
yri

gh
t S

urv
iva

l 

Surv
iva

l 

G L A  co n sist s of  t h e  M ayo r of  L on d on  ( Boris 

Surv
iva

l 

G L A  co n sist s of  t h e  M ayo r of  L on d on  ( Boris 
J oh n son ,  e le ct e d  in  2 0 0 8 )  an d  t h e  L on d on  Surv

iva
l 

J oh n son ,  e le ct e d  in  2 0 0 8 )  an d  t h e  L on d on  

ab out  e ach  p ost co d e  are a.

Surv
iva

l 
ab out  e ach  p ost co d e  are a.

CONSTITUENCIES

Surv
iva

l CONSTITUENCIES
T h e  cr e at ion  of  t h e  G L A  g roup e d  t h e  b oroug h s 

Surv
iva

l 
T h e  cr e at ion  of  t h e  G L A  g roup e d  t h e  b oroug h s 
( se e  b e low )  in t o 1 4  co n st it ue n ci e s ( list e d  

Surv
iva

l 
( se e  b e low )  in t o 1 4  co n st it ue n ci e s ( list e d  
b e low ) .  T h e re  are  ot h e r m ore  or le ss arb it rary 

Surv
iva

l 
b e low ) .  T h e re  are  ot h e r m ore  or le ss arb it rary 

fi

Surv
iva

l 
fi

re g ion s,  f our am b ulan ce  se rvice  zo n e s an d  

Surv
iva

l 

re g ion s,  f our am b ulan ce  se rvice  zo n e s an d  
fiSurv
iva

l 

fiSurv
iva

l 

Surv
iva

l B
oo

ks
w h i c h  t h e y  d i d n ’ t  h ave  un d e r t h e  G L C .  

Boo
ks

w h i c h  t h e y  d i d n ’ t  h ave  un d e r t h e  G L C .  
T h e  G re at e r L on d on  A ut h orit y ’ s sit e  

Boo
ks

T h e  G re at e r L on d on  A ut h orit y ’ s sit e  
 w w w . lon d on . g ov. uk)  p rovid e s in f orm at ion  

Boo
ks w w w . lon d on . g ov. uk)  p rovid e s in f orm at ion  

ab out  t h e  1 4  c on st it ue n c ie s ( se e  b e low ) ,  

Boo
ksab out  t h e  1 4  c on st it ue n c ie s ( se e  b e low ) ,  

an d  t h e  U p M y St re e t  Solut ion s sit e  (

Boo
ksan d  t h e  U p M y St re e t  Solut ion s sit e  (

up m y st re e t . c om ) ,  run  in  c on j un c t ion  w it h  

Boo
ks

up m y st re e t . c om ) ,  run  in  c on j un c t ion  w it h  
T h om son  D ire ct orie s,  is a m in e  of  in f orm at ion  Boo

ks
T h om son  D ire ct orie s,  is a m in e  of  in f orm at ion  
ab out  e ach  p ost co d e  are a.Boo

ks
ab out  e ach  p ost co d e  are a.



W e lco m e  t o L on d on 1 7

fi
in t o ‘ w ard s’  ( an  ad m in ist rat ive  d ist ric t  of  a 
p arliam e n t ary  c on st it ue n c y ) ,  alt h oug h  m ost  
re sid e n t s d on ’ t  kn ow  t h e ir w ard  n am e s.  M ost  
p e op le  re f e r in st e ad  t o d ist ric t s,  w h ic h  in  som e  
c ase s d on ’ t  ap p e ar on  m ap s,  b ut  w h ic h  are  
e it h e r n am e d  af t e r p lac e s lon g  sin c e  sw allow e d  
b y  t h e  out w ard  sp raw l of  t h e  c it y  or d e rive  f rom  
c on t e m p orary  ‘ e st at e  ag e n t  sp e ak’  ( e . g .  ‘ Bly t h e  
V illag e ’  an d  ‘ Brac ke n b ury  V illag e ’  in  t h e  b oroug h  
of  H am m e rsm it h  &  F ulh am  an d  ‘ L im e h ouse  
V illag e ’  in  D oc klan d s) .  I n  m an y  c ase s,  t h e se  
d ist ric t s st rad d le  b oroug h  or c oun t y  b oun d arie s.  

POSTCODES
T h e  m ost  p e rp le x in g  of  L on d on ’ s various 
p art it ion s is it s d ivision  in t o p ost al are as,  e ac h  
w it h  a d if f e re n t  ‘ p ost c od e ’  ( t h e  e q uivale n t  of  U S 
z ip  c od e s)  t h at  se ld om  b e ars an y  re lat ion sh ip  t o 
c oun t ie s,  b oroug h s or d ist ric t s.  

T h e  p ost c od e  is t h e  m ost  im p ort an t  p art  of  
an y  ad d re ss w h e n  se n d in g  m ail,  w h ic h ,  t og e t h e r 

fi
in d ivid ual b uild in g  or d w e llin g .

T h e  sy st e m  w as d e sig n e d  at  a t im e  w h e n  t h e  
fi

sq uare  m ile  of  t h e  C it y  of  L on d on .  T h e  are a h as 
c on t in ually  e x p an d e d  ove r t h e  c e n t urie s an d  in  

b oun d arie s e x t e n d e d  f ar b e y on d  t h e  L on d on  
p ost al d ist ric t s.  T h e  b oroug h s w it h  a L on d on  
p ost al d ist ric t  are  sh ow n  in  t h e  t ab le  b e low .

A re as in  ce n t ral L on d on  ( an  are a st re t ch in g  
in  som e  ca se s t o t h e  b ord e rs of  G re at e r 
L on d on )  h ave  p ost co d e s b e g in n in g  w it h  W  ( f or 

w e st ) ,  N W  ( n ort h w e st ) ,  N  ( n ort h ) ,  E  ( e ast ) ,  SE  

n o N E  or S p ost co d e s,  w h ich  w e re  ab olish e d  

L on d on  h ave  co d e s re lat in g  t o t h e  n e are st  
fi

is in  som e  ca se s a ‘ b oroug h ’  t ow n  ( e . g .  BR  f or 
fi

f or H arrow ,  K T  f or K in g st on  an d  SM  f or Sut t on  

London Postcode Areas

Included Boroughs

E n t ire ly C it y of  L on d on ,  C am d e n ,  H ackn e y ,  H am m e rsm it h  &  F ulh am ,   
   H arin g e y ,  I slin g t on ,  K e n sin g t on  &  C h e lse a,  L am b e t h ,    
   Sout h w ark,  T ow e r H am le t s,  W an d sw ort h ,  W e st m in st e r

M ost ly   G re e n w ich ,  L e w ish am ,  N e w h am ,  W alt h am  F ore st
fi

   H arrow ,  H oun slow ,  K in g st on  up on  T h am e s,  M e rt on ,  R e d b rid g e ,   
   R ich m on d  up on  T h am e s

E xcl ud e d  Barkin g  &  D ag e n h am ,  H ave rin g ,  H illin g d on ,  Sut t on

w e st ) ,  N W  ( n ort h w e st ) ,  N  ( n ort h ) ,  E  ( e ast ) ,  SE  
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c ase s isn ’ t  ( e . g .  D A  f or D ag e n h am  in  Be x le y ,  I G  f or 
I lf ord  in  R e d b rid g e ,  R M  f or R om f ord  in  H ave rin g ,  T W  
f or T w ic ke n h am  in  R ic h m on d  an d  U B f or U x b rid g e  in  
H illin g d on ) .

A s if  all t h is w e re n ’ t  c on f usin g  e n oug h ,  t h e  
n um b e rs f ollow in g  t h e  in it ial le t t e r or le t t e rs of  
p ost c od e s c an  also b e  m isle ad in g .  O rig in ally ,  t h e  
sy st e m  w as b ase d  on  t h e  in it ial le t t e r of  e ac h  sub -
d ist ric t  in  t h e  alp h ab e t ;  a d ist ric t  b e g in n in g  w it h  t h e  
le t t e r ‘ A ’  w as g ive n  t h e  n um b e r 1  an d  so on .  M an y  
p e op le  e rron e ously  b e lie ve  t h at  t h e  n um b e rs in d ic at e  
t h e  d ist an c e  f rom  t h e  c e n t re  of  L on d on ,  w h e re b y  
log ic ally  t h e  low e st  n um b e rs w ould  b e  n e are st  t h e  
c e n t re  an d  t h e  h ig h e st  f urt h e st  out ,  w h ic h  isn ’ t  usually  
t h e  c ase .  T h e  m ost  c e n t ral d ist ric t s w e re  alloc at e d  
a ‘ 1 ’  ( W 1 ,  N 1 ,  SW 1 ,  e t c . )  b ut  af t e r t h at  t h e  n um b e rs 
w e re  alloc at e d  in  alp h ab e t ic al ord e r,  so SW 2  is 

C ourt ,  an d  so on .

sub d ivid e d  t o c re at e  n e w ,  sm alle r p ost c od e  d ist ric t s,  
an d  g ain e d  an  e x t ra le t t e r,  e . g .  p art  of  W 1  b e c om e  
W 1 H .  T h e se  le t t e rs h ave  c h an g e d  in  re c e n t  y e ars 

fi
c ost in g  L on d on  re sid e n t s an d  b usin e sse s m illion s of  
p oun d s ( in  st at ion e ry  c ost s,  e t c . ) .  P ost c od e s h ave  
also b e e n  ‘ e x t e n d e d ’  w it h  an  ad d it ion al d ig it  an d  t w o 

fi

t h e  h ouse  n um b e r id e n t if y  an  in d ivid ual ad d re ss.  
fi

t h e  R oy al M ail w e b sit e  (  w w w 2 . p ost c od e . roy alm ail.
fi

sh ow in g  t h e  loc at ion  ( y ou c an  also d isp lay  an d  p rin t  
a m ap  b y  e n t e rin g  t h e  ad d re ss or p ost c od e  on  t h e  
Bin g  (  w w w . b in g . c om / m ap s)  or St re e t m ap   
(  w w w . st re e t m ap . c o. uk)  w e b sit e s.  N ot e  t h at  
t h e  w ord  ‘ L on d on ’  h as b e e n  om it t e d  f rom  L on d on  
ad d re sse s in  t h is b ook an d  g oe s b e f ore  t h e  p ost c od e  
w h e n  ad d re ssin g  le t t e rs.

 SURVIVAL TIP

House prices in London are mainly defined 
by location and some people are willing to 
pay above the odds to acquire a home with 
a desirable postcode, which can inflate or 
reduce the value of a property.

TELEPHONE NUMBERS
L on d on  t e le p h on e  n um b e rs w e re  ch an g e d  

L on d on  n um b e rs n ow  h ave  t h e  co d e  0 2 0 ,  
fi

n e e d le ss t o say ,  d oe sn ’ t  co rre sp on d  w it h  t h e  

8  f or out e r L on d on .  I t ’ s w id e ly b e lie ve d ,  e ve n  
b y L on d on e rs,  t h at  t h e  co d e  f or in n e r L on d on  
is 0 2 0 7  an d  f or out e r L on d on  0 2 0 8 .  T h is isn ’ t  
t h e  ca se  an d  yo u ca n  d ial a n um b e r w it h in  t h e  
sam e  are a w it h out  usin g  t h e  0 2 0  co d e ,  b ut  n ot  
if  t h e  7  or 8  is om it t e d .

T h e re ’ s a ce rt ain  ca ch e t  in  h avin g  an  0 2 0 7  
n um b e r rat h e r t h an  an  0 2 0 8  n um b e r.

BOROUGHS

( or co un t ie s)  of  E n g lan d .  Boroug h s are  t h e  
loca l aut h orit ie s t h at  raise  t axe s ( t h roug h  t h e  
co un ci l t ax)  an d  ad m in ist e r loca l se rvice s.  T h e  
on ly e xce p t ion  is t h e  C it y of  L on d on ,  w h ich  isn ’ t  
run  b y a loca l aut h orit y b ut  b y t h e  h ist orica l 
C orp orat ion  of  L on d on ,  an d  h as ce rt ain  
p e cu liarit ie s such  as it s ow n  p olice  f orce .  T h e  
so- ca lle d  C it y of  W e st m in st e r,  on  t h e  ot h e r 
h an d ,  is a b oroug h  like  an y ot h e r.

fi
b e t w e e n  ‘ in n e r L on d on ’  ( C am d e n ,  C it y of  
L on d on ,  G re e n w ich ,  H ackn e y ,  H am m e rsm it h  
&  F ulh am ,  H arin g e y ,  I slin g t on ,  K e n sin g t on  
&  C h e lse a,  L am b e t h ,  L e w ish am ,  N e w h am ,  
Sout h w ark,  T ow e r H am le t s an d  W an d sw ort h )  

b oroug h s) .  I n n e r L on d on  b oroug h s t e n d  t o b e  
ch aract e rise d  b y a h ug e  g ulf  b e t w e e n  rich  an d  
p oor,  an d  a w id e  raci al an d  cu lt ural m ix.  O ut e r 
L on d on  b oroug h s are  m ore  sub urb an ,  w it h  
sw at h e s of  g re e n  b e lt  ( are as in  w h ich  b uild in g  
is re st rict e d )  an d  a p re d om in an t ly w h it e  ( an d  
‘ w h it e - co llar’ )  p op ulat ion .

M an y p e op le  st ill co n sid e r on ly t h e  ce n t ral 
are as t o b e  ‘ p rop e r ’  L on d on ,  t h e  out e r are as 
b e lon g in g  t o t h e  surroun d in g  ( ‘ h om e ’ )  co un t ie s,  
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e . g .  K in g st on  w as p re viously p art  of  Surre y 
an d  Brom le y w as in  K e n t ,  alt h oug h  b ot h  t ow n s 
h ave  g ive n  t h e ir n am e s t o L on d on  b oroug h s.  
T h e  b oroug h s vary co n sid e rab ly in  size  b ut  

L on d on ,  w h ich  h as j ust  8 , 0 0 0  re sid e n t s.
E ach  L on d on  b oroug h  h as it s ow n  w e b sit e  

co n t ain in g  a w e alt h  of  in f orm at ion ,  w h ich  ca n  
b e  acce sse d  via  w w w . lon d on . g ov. uk/ lon d on /
lin ks. j sp .  T h e  ad d re sse s of  in d ivid ual sit e s are  
w w w . [ b oroug h  n am e ] . g ov. uk ( e . g .  
 w w w . b re n t . g ov. uk or w w w . b arkin g -
d ag e n h am . g ov. uk) ,  w it h  t h e  e xce p t ion  of  
H am m e rsm it h  &  F ulh am  ( w w w . lb h f . g ov. uk) ,  
K e n sin g t on  &  C h e lse a ( w w w . rb kc. g ov. uk)  an d  
W alt h am  F ore st  ( w w w . lb w f . g ov. uk) .

p rovid e d  on  t h e  f ollow in g  p ag e s.

Barking &  Dagenham

T h e  e ast  L on d on  b oroug h  of  Barkin g  an d  
D ag e n h am  is m ore  d e p rive d  t h an  ave rag e .  I t  
w as on ce  m arsh lan d  an d  m uch  of  it  co n sist s 
of  t e rrace d  co un ci l h ouse s ( p ub lic h ousin g  
ow n e d  b y t h e  loca l aut h orit y) ,  som e  of  w h ich  
are  n ow  p rivat e ly ow n e d .  T h e  Barkin g  Barrag e  
h as e n ab le d  d e ve lop m e n t  t o t ake  p lace  alon g  
t h e  R ive r R od in g  in  t h e  sout h - w e st  an d  t h e re  
are  p lan s t o re cl aim  m ore  m arsh lan d  alon g  t h e  
n ort h  b an k of  t h e  R ive r T h am e s ove r t h e  n e xt  
t w o d e ca d e s,  p rovid in g  sp ace  f or som e  4 , 0 0 0  
n e w  h om e s.  

Property
T h e  b oroug h ’ s larg e st  h ousin g  e st at e  ( a 
d e ve lop m e n t  t h at  of t e n  re f e rs t o co un ci l or 
p ub lic h ousin g ) ,  Be co n t re e ,  w as b uilt  in  t h e  

of  som e  2 7 , 0 0 0  h om e s,  m ost ly t w o an d  t h re e -
b e d room  re d  b rick h ouse s.  O t h e r co un ci l 
e st at e s w e re  sub se q ue n t ly b uilt  t o it s n ort h ,  
an d  t h e re ’ s a re lat ive ly sm all am oun t  of  p rivat e  
h ousin g  in  t h e  b oroug h ,  alt h oug h  it ’ s am on g  
t h e  ch e ap e st  in  L on d on .  Barkin g  t ow n  of f e rs 

T h e  slig h t ly m ore  up m arke t  C h ad w e ll H e at h  
h as som e  se m i- d e t ach e d  h ouse s ( se m is) ,  
b ut  ove r t w o- t h ird s of  p rop e rt ie s in  Barkin g  &  
D ag e n h am  are  t e rrace s ( t h e  h ig h e st  p rop ort ion  

fl
p urp ose  b uilt .  T h e  sout h e rn  p art  of  t h e  b oroug h  
w ill b e  af f e ct e d  b y t h e  T h am e s G at e w ay 

Costs 
A ve rag e  h ouse  p rice s an d  re n t s are  am on g  
t h e  low e st  in  L on d on  ( se e  Appendix E) ,  
w h ile  co un ci l t axe s are  j ust  b e low  t h e  L on d on  
ave rag e  ( se e  Appendix E) .

Communications
P ub lic t ran sp ort  is g ood  in  m ost  are as,  
p art icu larly f or co m m ut in g  in t o ce n t ral L on d on .  
T h e  t ub e ’ s D ist rict  L in e  run s t h roug h  Barkin g ,  
Be co n t re e  an d  D ag e n h am ,  an d  t h e re  are  t h re e  
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O ve rg roun d  lin e s:  on e  run n in g  in t o L on d on ’ s 
L ive rp ool St re e t  st at ion ,  on e  t o F e n ch urch  
St re e t ,  an d  an ot h e r f rom  Barkin g  t o G osp e l 
O ak n e ar H am p st e ad  H e at h  ( C am d e n ) .  Buse s 
are  a b e t t e r b e t  f or t rave llin g  n ort h / sout h  an d  
t h e re  are  g ood  se rvice s b e t w e e n  t h e  t ow n s of  

t o E sse x cu t s acr oss t h e  sout h e rn  p art  of  t h e  

C ircu lar R oad ’ ,  f orm s Barkin g  an d  D ag e n h am ’ s 
w e st e rn  b oun d ary .

Leisure Facilities
T h e re ’ s p le n t y  of  op e n  sp ac e  in  Barkin g  an d  

fl

E ast b rooke n d  C oun t ry  P ark in  t h e  e ast ,  b oast s 
a lake  an d  it s ow n  M ille n n ium  C e n t re ,  an d  t h e  
c oun c il is c re at in g  at t rac t ive  w alks alon g  t h e  R ive r 

w e ll p rovid e d  w it h  c in e m as an d  le isure  c e n t re s,  
alt h oug h  t h e re ’ s on ly  on e  m use um ,  on e  t h e at re  
an d  on e  m ain  lib rary  ( in  Barkin g ) .  

I f  yo u’ re  lookin g  f or an  are a w it h  p le n t y of  
g ood  re st auran t s,  Barkin g  an d  D ag e n h am  isn ’ t  
f or yo u!

Schools
Barkin g  &  D ag e n h am ’ s st at e  se co n d ary 
sch ools are  am on g  t h e  f ast e st - im p rovin g  
in  L on d on  an d  it s E d uca t ion  A ut h orit y h as 

fi
E d uca t ion  ( O F ST E D )  as ‘ a m od e l of  cl arit y’ ,  
w h at e ve r t h at  m e an s.  T h e re  are  n o p rivat e  
sch ools in  t h e  b oroug h .

Shopping 
Barkin g  is t h e  b e st  p lace  f or sh op p in g ,  w it h  t h e  
re ce n t  V ica rag e  F ie ld s ce n t re  an d  a p e d e st rian  
p re ci n ct .  C h ad w e ll H e at h  h as re ason ab le  
sh op s,  b ut  D ag e n h am  is p oorly se rve d .  

Barking &  Dagenham
Council offices: C ivic C e n t re ,  R ain h am  
R oad  N ort h ,  D ag e n h am  R M 1 0  7 BN   
(   w w w . lb b d . g ov. uk) .

Postcodes:

Population: 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w it h  a h ig h  
p rop ort ion  of  p e op le  un d e r 2 0 .  Barkin g  
an d  D ag e n h am  h as a p re d om in an t ly 
‘ w h it e ’  p op ulat ion ,  j ust  1 4  p e r ce n t  
b e lon g in g  t o e t h n ic m in orit ie s,  alt h oug h  
t h at  looks se t  t o g row  as im m ig rat ion  
in cr e ase s.

Unemployment: A roun d  1 2 . 4  p e r ce n t  
( on e  of  L on d on ’ s h ig h e r rat e s) .

Crime rate:  Barkin g  an d  D ag e n h am ’ s 
cr im e  rat e s are  aroun d  t h e  L on d on  
ave rag e  ( se e  Appendix E) .

Barnet

T h e  out e r L on d on  b oroug h  of  Barn e t  is on e  of  
t h e  ci t y’ s larg e st .  M uch  of  it s h ousin g  sp ran g  
up  alon g  t h e  N ort h e rn  L in e  t ub e  rout e ,  w h ich  
w as b uilt  in  t h e  e arly p art  of  t h e  2 0 t h  ce n t ury .  
T h e  t ow n  of  Barn e t  is at  t h e  f ar n ort h e rn  e n d  of  
t h e  lin e  an d  re t ain s a m arke t  t ow n  ch aract e r.  
I n  t h e  ce n t re ,  T ot t e rid g e  an d  M ill H ill of f e r 
som e  at t ract ive  p rop e rt ie s,  w h ile  t o t h e  w e st ,  
E d g w are  is solid  b ut  d ull an d  Burn t  O ak h as a 
lot  of  rat h e r soulle ss co un ci l p rop e rt y .  H e n d on  
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in  t h e  sout h  is a b e t t e r b e t ,  w it h  d ist an t  e ch oe s 
of  it s rural p ast .

F in c h le y  an d  F rie rn  Barn e t  in  t h e  e ast  are  m ore  
up m arke t ,  w h ile  H am p st e ad  G ard e n  Sub urb  in  
t h e  sout h - e ast  c orn e r of  t h e  b oroug h  is h om e  t o 
t h e  ric h  an d  f am ous.  I n  t h e  e x t re m e  sout h - w e st  
are  G old e rs G re e n  ( n ot e d  f or it s larg e  J e w ish  
p op ulat ion ) ,  C ric kle w ood  an d  Bre n t  C ross,  t h e  
last  t w o ( w it h  W e st  H e n d on )  b e in g  t h e  sit e  of  on e  
of  L on d on ’ s larg e st  h ousin g  d e ve lop m e n t s,  n ot  
d ue  f or c om p le t ion  un t il 2 0 2 0 .  O t h e r are as b e in g  
d e ve lop e d  are  G rah am e  P ark an d  St on e g rove  in  
t h e  n ort h w e st  of  t h e  b oroug h ,  an d  D ollis V alle y  in  
t h e  n ort h e ast .

Property
P rop e rt y in  t h e  b oroug h  is d ivid e d  b e t w e e n  
fl
ce n t ) ,  t e rrace s ( 2 0  p e r ce n t )  an d  d e t ach e d  
h ouse s ( 1 1  p e r ce n t ) ,  an d  ran g e s f rom  t h e  
af f ord ab le  ( in  E d g w are ,  Bre n t  C ross an d  p art s 
of  F in ch le y)  t o t h e  out rag e ously e xp e n sive  ( in  
H am p st e ad  G ard e n  Sub urb ,  w h e re  L on d on ’ s 
‘ M illion aire s’  R ow ’ ,  Bish op s A ve n ue ,  is 
f oun d )  an d  in cl ud e s e ve ry st yl e  f rom  m od e rn  
ap art m e n t  b locks  an d  e x- co un ci l h ouse s,  t o 
G e org ian  an d  E d w ard ian  m an sion s.  

Costs 
H ouse  p rice s an d  re n t s are  j ust  ab ove  t h e  
L on d on  ave rag e  ( se e  Appendix E) ,  as are  
co un ci l t axe s ( se e  Appendix E) .

Communications
T h e  N ort h e rn  L in e  re m ain s t h e  b oroug h ’ s 
m ain  p ub lic t ran sp ort  art e ry ,  b ut  t rain s ca n  
b e  in f re q ue n t ,  slow  an d  cr ow d e d .  Barn e t  
isn ’ t  w e ll se rve d  b y m ain lin e  t rain s,  alt h oug h  
on e  of  L on d on ’ s t w o t ran s- T h am e s rout e s,  
ap p rop riat e ly n am e d  T h am e slin k,  lin ks M ill H ill,  
H e n d on  an d  C rickl e w ood  t o W im b le d on  an d  
Sut t on  via Blackf riars st at ion  in  t h e  C it y .  Buse s 
run  t o ce n t ral L on d on  b ut  t h e re  are  f e w  e ast /
w e st  rout e s.

T h e  U K ’ s old e st  m ot orw ay ,  t h e  M 1 ,  b e g in s 
in  Barn e t  an d  ot h e r m ain  road s ( e . g .  t h e  A 1  
an d  A 4 1 )  cu t  t h roug h  t h e  b oroug h  f rom  n ort h  

b e t w e e n  Barn e t  an d  Bre n t ,  an d  t h e  N ort h  

Bre n t  C ross in t e rse ct ion .  M ost  are as h ave  
re sid e n t  st re e t  p arkin g  zo n e s.

Leisure Facilities
T h e re ’ s p le n t y of  op e n  sp ace  in  Barn e t ,  
p art icu larly t ow ard s t h e  b ord e r w it h  
H e rt f ord sh ire ,  w h e re  t h e re  are  se ve ral g olf  
co urse s.  T h e re  are  also p le n t y of  m use um s 
( in cl ud in g  t h e  R A F  M use um  at  H e n d on  an d  t h e  
Je w ish  M use um  in  F in ch le y) ,  ci n e m as,  le isure  
ce n t re s an d  lib rarie s,  an d  a m aj or art s an d  
le isure  ce n t re  in  N ort h  F in ch le y ,  w h ich  in cl ud e s 
a t h e at re .  T h e re ’ s also t h e  Bull T h e at re  in  
Barn e t  t ow n .

Schools 
A  h ig h  p rop ort ion  of  Barn e t ’ s st at e  se co n d ary 
sch ools p rovid e  an  ab ove - ave rag e  e d uca t ion .  
T h e re  are  also p le n t y of  p rivat e  sch ools in  t h e  
b oroug h .  

Shopping 
Barn e t  is se co n d  on ly t o W e st m in st e r in  it s 
n um b e r of  re t aile rs.  Sh op s ran g e  f rom  sm all 
sp e ci alist  Je w ish  sh op s ( an d  re st auran t s)  
in  G old e rs G re e n  t o L on d on ’ s on ly E ast e rn  
sh op p in g  ce n t re  in  W e st  H e n d on  an d  t h e  h ug e  
‘ m all’  at  Bre n t  C ross.             
    E d g w are ,  F in ch le y ,  H e n d on  an d  Barn e t  t ow n  
all of f e r re ason ab le  sh op p in g .

Barnet
Council offices: N ort h  L on d on  Busin e ss 
P ark,  O akle ig h  R oad  Sout h ,  N 1 1  1 N P  
(   w w w . b arn e t . g ov.
uk) .

Postcodes:
( p art ) ,  N 1 2 ,  N 2 0 ,  N W 2  ( p art ) ,  N W 4 ,  

Population: 
se co n d  m ost - p op ulous b oroug h .  Barn e t  
is m ain ly p rosp e rous,  w it h  a h ig h  
p rop ort ion  of  m id d le - cl ass f am ilie s.  

b e lon g s t o e t h n ic m in orit ie s,  in cl ud in g  
L on d on ’ s larg e st  G uj e rat i co m m un it y ,  
w h ile  G old e rs G re e n  is h om e  t o t h e  
ca p it al’ s larg e st  Je w ish  co m m un it y .

Unemployment:
Crime rate:  Barn e t  h as a low e r t h an  

ave rag e  cr im e  rat e ,  b ut  h as a b urg lary 
p rob le m  ( se e  Appendix E) .
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Bexley

T h e  sout h - e ast  L on d on  b oroug h  of  Be xl e y 
( m e an in g  ‘ cl e arin g  in  t h e  b ox w ood ’ )  is m ain ly 
sub urb an  an d  of t e n  rat h e r d ull,  alt h oug h  t h e re  
are  sm art e r are as t ow ard s it s sout h e rn  e n d  
an d  t h e  b oun d ary w it h  Brom le y .

Property

vary in g  f rom  t h e  sm art  ( aroun d  Sid c up  an d  
Blac kf e n  in  t h e  sout h w e st )  t o t h e  sh ab b y  ( aroun d  
E rit h  in  t h e  n ort h e ast ,  w h ic h  is in  lin e  f or a 
‘ g ove rn m e n t  im p rove m e n t  sc h e m e ’ ) .  I n  t h e  c e n t re  
of  t h e  b oroug h ,  t h e  t ow n  of  Be x le y  it se lf  ( c alle d  
Be x le y  V illag e )  is at t rac t ive  w it h  som e t h in g  of  a 
villag e  f e e l,  w h ile  n e ig h b ourin g  Be x le y h e at h  an d  
W e llin g  c on sist  m ain ly  of  solid  b ut  un re m arkab le  

fl
m arsh lan d  t o t h e  n ort h w e st ,  T h am e sm e ad  of f e rs 
som e  m od e rn  p rop e rt ie s,  an d  t h e re  are  b arg ain s 
t o b e  f oun d  am on g  t h e  t ow e r b loc ks in  t h e  n ort h  of  
t h e  b oroug h .  T h is n ort h e rn  p art  of  Be x le y  w ill b e  
af f e c t e d  b y  t h e  T h am e s G at e w ay  h ousin g  sc h e m e  

A  larg e  p rop ort ion  of  Be xl e y’ s p rop e rt y is 

fl
ce n t  d e t ach e d .

Costs 
H ouse  p rice s are  am on g  L on d on ’ s low e st  ( se e  
Appendix E)  an d  co un ci l t axe s j ust  ab ove  
ave rag e  ( se e  Appendix E) .

Communications
T h e  un d e rg roun d  d oe sn ’ t  re ach  Be xl e y ,  b ut  
it ’ s p art icu larly w e ll se rve d  b y O ve rg roun d  

t rain s:  Be lve d e re ,  Be xl e y ,  Be xl e yh e at h ,  E rit h ,  
F alco n w ood ,  Sid cu p  an d  W e llin g  are  lin ke d  t o 
various ce n t ral L on d on  t e rm in als ( Blackf riars,  
C an n on  St re e t ,  C h arin g  C ross,  L on d on  Brid g e ,  
V ict oria an d  W at e rloo)  an d  t o all p art s of  
K e n t  in  t h e  ot h e r d ire ct ion .  Be xl e y also h as 
re ason ab le  b us se rvice s.  

T h e  m ain  A 2  an d  A 2 0  road s lin kin g  L on d on  
w it h  t h e  C h an n e l p ort s slice  t h roug h  t h e  
b oroug h  an d  of f e r e sca p e  rout e s in t o rural 
K e n t ,  alt h oug h  t h e y’ re  in e vit ab ly h e avy w it h  

fi
ch arg e d )  t h roug h  re sid e n t  p e rm it  zo n e s.

Leisure Facilities
T h e re  are  a n um b e r of  h ills in  Be xl e y ,  as w e ll 
as w ood s,  p arks an d  ot h e r op e n  sp ace s,  w it h  
g olf  co urse s in  t h e  ce n t re  of  t h e  b oroug h  an d  
w alks alon g  t h e  R ive rs C ray an d  T h am e s.  
R e st auran t s are  sca rce  an d  sh op p in g  is 
ad e q uat e  rat h e r t h an  in sp irin g .  Sp ort s f aci lit ie s 
are  g ood  an d  t h e re  are  f our t h e at re s,  se ve ral 
m use um s an d  t w o ci n e m as.  

Schools 
Be xl e y’ s st at e  se co n d ary sch ools,  w h ich  
un usually in cl ud e  g ram m ar sch ools,  are  m ost ly 
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h ig h  p e rf orm in g  an d  ove r- sub scr ib e d ;  t o h ave  
a ch an ce  of  ad m ission ,  a ch ild  m ust  usually 
live  w it h in  t w o m ile s of  a sch ool.  T h e re  are  n o 
p rivat e  se co n d ary sch ools in  t h e  b oroug h .

Shopping 
T h e  b e st  sh op s are  in  Be xl e yh e at h  an d  t h e  
m ost  lim it e d  in  E rit h  ( alt h oug h  it  h as a p op ular 
t w ice  w e e kly st re e t  m arke t ) ;  t h e re  are  h ard ly 
an y sh op s in  T h am e sm e ad .

Bexley
Council offices: fi

 
 w w w . b e xl e y . g ov. uk) .

Postcodes: SE 2 ,  SE 2 8  ( p art ) ,  D A 1  

Population: 2 2 8 , 0 0 0 .  Be xl e y h as a 
larg e ly w e ll- t o- d o,  p re d om in an t ly w h it e  
p op ulat ion  ( 8 8  p e r ce n t ) ,  w it h  a sm all 
A sian  co m m un it y ce n t re d  in  Be lve d e re .

Unemployment: A roun d  8 . 1  p e r ce n t .
Crime rate:  Be xl e y h as le ss cr im e  

t h an  m ost  of  L on d on  ( se e  Appendix E) .

Brent

Bre n t  t ake s it s n am e  f rom  t h e  rive r t h at  
run s t h roug h  it  an d  is a b oroug h  of  d ive rse  
ch aract e rs,  n e it h e r a t yp ica lly ‘ in n e r ’  n or a 
t yp ica lly ‘ out e r ’  L on d on  b oroug h .  T h e  N ort h  
C ircu lar,  L on d on ’ s in n e r orb it al road ,  sp lit s 
t h e  b oroug h  in  h alf ,  e ach  h alf  h avin g  d ist in ct  
e co n om ic an d  soci al ch aract e rist ics.  I n  t h e  
sout h ,  are as such  as H arle sd e n ,  Sout h  K ilb urn  
an d  St on e b rid g e  suf f e r in n e r- ci t y le ve ls of  
soci al d e p rivat ion ,  w h ile  p art s of  t h e  m ore  

fl
W ille sd e n  G re e n ,  D ollis H ill,  K in g sb ury an d  
are as b ord e rin g  H arrow )  b oast  t re e - lin e d  
st re e t s an d  a co n se rvat ion  are a m od e lle d  on  a 
p ict ure - p ost ca rd  E n g lish  villag e  ( t h e re ’ s e ve n  a 
ca st le  an d  a t h at ch e d  co t t ag e ! ) .  

W e m b le y is h om e  t o on e  of  t h e  w orld ’ s m ost  
f am ous sp ort in g  st ad ium s ( re ce n t ly re b uilt ) ,  
as w e ll as t h e  A re n a an d  C on f e re n ce  C e n t re ,  
w h ich  at t ract  t e n s of  t h ousan d s of  visit ors 
e ach  w e e k.  F urt h e r e ast ,  N e asd e n  h as a 
p art ly d e se rve d  re p ut at ion  f or d ulln e ss ( an d  
t h e  larg e st  H in d u t e m p le  out sid e  I n d ia) ,  w h ile  
Q ue e n s P ark an d  K ilb urn  in  Bre n t ’ s sout h - e ast  
co rn e r are  am on g  t h e  ca p it al’ s up w ard ly m ob ile  
are as.  

Property
fl

p e r ce n t ) ,  ove r a t h ird  co n ve rsion s,  2 4  p e r ce n t  
e ach  of  t e rrace s an d  se m is,  an d  a m e re  4  p e r 
ce n t  of  d e t ach e d  h ouse s.  

fl
p art icu larly at t ract ive ,  m ost ly in  sp aci ous,  
co n ve rt e d  h ouse s an d  cl ose  t o ce n t ral L on d on .

Costs 
H ouse  p rice s ( se e  p ag e s Appendix E)  are  
g e n e rally b e low  ave rag e  b ut  vary w id e ly ,  an d  
co un ci l t axe s are  j ust  ab ove  ave rag e  ( se e  
Appendix E) .

Communications
P ub lic t ran sp ort  in  Bre n t  is g e n e rally g ood .  T h e  
Bake rloo an d  Ju b ile e  t ub e  lin e s se rve  m ost  
are as,  b ut  W e m b le y is on e  of  t h e  f e w  p lace s in  
t h e  b oroug h  w it h  O ve rg roun d  railw ay se rvice s:  
a m ain lin e  lin k t o M aryl e b on e  an d  E ust on  
st at ion s,  an d  on e  of  L on d on ’ s t ran s- T h am e s 
rail se rvice s,  se rvin g  C lap h am  Ju n ct ion ,  
C royd on  an d  p lace s sout h .

t h e  b oroug h  in  h alf ,  h as re ce n t ly b e e n  w id e n e d  
fi

R e sid e n t s’  st re e t  p arkin g  p e rm it s h ave  b e e n  
w id e ly in t rod uce d  an d  t h e re  are  h ig h  f e e s f or 
se co n d  an d  t h ird  ca rs.

Leisure Facilities
W e m b le y A re n a h ost s w orld - cl ass m usici an s 
an d  ot h e r p e rf orm e rs,  an d  t h e re  are  g ood  
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