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A l l  rig h ts reserve d .  N o  p a rt o f  th is p u b l ica tio n 
ma y b e rep ro d u ce d ,  sto red  in a  retrieva l  syst em o r 

reco rd ed  b y a ny mea ns,  w ith o u t p rio r w ritten
p ermissio n f ro m th e p u b l ish er.
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A cknow l edg ements

I ’ ve  b een th e f o rtu na te reci p ient o f  mu ch  h el p ,  su p p o rt a nd  enth u sia sm in 
resea rch ing  a nd  w riting  th is b o o k.  I n a d d itio n to  th e ma ny p h o to g ra p h ers 

w h o  p ro vi d ed  ima g es I  w o u l d  l ike  to  h ea rtil y th a nk th e f o l l o w ing  ( l isted  in 
no  p a rticu l a r o rd er) :  L yn ne M il f o rd  ( G o l d smith s,  U nive rsity o f  L o nd o n) ,  
M a rtin H u mp h ries ( C inema  M u seu m) ,  E l l ie M a nw el l  ( D u l w ich  P ict u re 
G a l l ery) ,  C a th erine S ta rl ing  ( L o nd o n Wetl a nd  C entre) ,  L ind sa y F riend  
( D ennis S eve rs’  H o u se) ,  N ick S mith  ( S tra w b erry H il l  H o u se) ,  L u cy 
K a u f ma n ( T h e D ive r S cu l p tu re -  f o r h el p  a nd  interest a b o ve  a nd  b eyo nd  
th e ca l l  o f  d u ty) ,  A l iso n P a rry ( G a rd en M u seu m) ,  P a u l  H u d so n ( R A F  
M u seu m) ,  G emma  C o l g a n ( F o u nd l ing  M u seu m) ,  C l a re L o d g e ( S u e B o nd  
P u b l ic R el a tio ns) ,  S a ra h  F inch - C risp  ( C h isw ick H o u se &  G a rd ens T ru st) ,  

fi
S a ra h  B ecke tt ( H o rnima n M u seu m) ,  Je nnif er H u mb ersto ne ( O p en S p a ce s 
D ep a rtment,  C ity G a rd ens) ,  M a rtin G w il l ia ms ( S o u th w a rk C a th ed ra l ) ,  

fi
fi

T ru st) ,  A nna  S mith  ( Wel l co me I ma g es) ,  D u nca n B ro w n ( E ng l ish  H erita g e) ,  
M a rk Y o u ng  ( S t B a rth o l o mew  th e G rea t) ,  H a yl ey K ru g er ( H u nteria n 
M u seu m) ,  Jo a nna  B o l ith o  ( V & A  M u seu m o f  C h il d h o o d ) ,  C l a ire S ea to n 
( S t B rid e’ s F l eet S treet) ,  S a l l y Ja mes ( B enj a min F ra nkl in H o u se) ,  A ng ie 
P o p p itt ( A l l  H a l l o w s C h u rch ) ,  M a rc O b io l s ( B a nk o f  E ng l a nd ) ,  M ira nd a  
T h o ma s ( T rinity L a b a n C o nserva to ire o f  M u sic a nd  D a nce ) ,  Jo h n 
A id inia ntz ( S h erl o ck  H o l mes M u seu m) ,  A my R a nd a l l  ( Wa l l a ce  C o l l ect io n) ,  
A l ici a  A nd erso n ( K ensing to n R o o f  G a rd ens) ,  E rica  D a vi es ( R a g g ed  
S ch o o l  M u seu m) ,  M o rw enna  R a e ( D r Jo h nso n’ s H o u se) ,  C a th erine 
C h a rl es ( C a no nb u ry A ca d emy L imited ) ,  A ng el a  West ( S t E th el b u rg a ’ s 
C entre f o r R eco nci l ia tio n a nd  P ea ce ) ,  V a l entina  ( O l d  O p era ting  T h ea tre 
a nd  H erb  G a rret) ,  F ra nce sca  S tra cq u a l u rsi ( M u seu m o f  B ra nd s) ,  S imo n 
Q u il l  ( N u nh ea d  C emetery) ,  P ia  O stl u nd  ( C h el sea  P h ysi c G a rd en) ,  S a ra  
O ’ D o nnel l  ( Je w ish  M u seu m) ,  O o na  P a terso n ( Wil to n’ s M u sic H a l l ) ,  H el en 
E l l etso n ( 7  H a mmersmith  T erra ce ) ,  N a ta sh a  M cE nro e ( G ra nt M u seu m o f  
Z o o l o g y) ,  T erry H u nt ( C h isl eh u rst C a ve s) ,  A l iso n L o w e ( F el ici ties L imited ) ,  
K a th ryn  H u g h es ( Wh itech a p el  B el l  F o u nd ry) ,  D a niel l e P a yt o n ( P etrie 
M u seu m) ,  H o l l y B o o th  ( K ea ts H o u se) ,  N ico l a  K a l imeris ( M u seu m o f  
L o nd o n) ,  K a tty P ea rce  ( G u il d h a l l  A rt G a l l ery) ,  H enry V ivi a n- N ea l  ( F riend s 
o f  K ensa l  G reen C emetery) ,  M a rtin Wya tt ( H a nd el  H o u se M u seu m) ,  
E l iza b eth  F l a na g a n ( Wh itech a p el  G a l l ery)  a nd  Jo h n a nd  H a yd n ( A b ney 
P a rk C emetery) .
 F ina l l y ,  sp eci a l  th a nks a re d u e to  P eter R ea d ,  w h o  co mmissio ned  a nd  
ed ited  th is b o o k ( a nd  l ent me a  ‘ rea l ’  ca mera  a nd  p ro vi d ed  h is exp ertise) ,  
L il a c Jo h nso n f o r p ro o f - rea d ing ,  D i B ru ce - K id ma n f o r d o ing  cr ea tive  th ing s 
w ith  th e l a yo u t,  Ji m Wa tso n f o r th e su p erb  ma p s a nd  my w if e,  L o u ise,  f o r 
co ntinu ing  w ith  th e p retence  th a t w riting  is a  p ro p er j o b .  L a st,  b u t no t l ea st,  
th a nks a re d u e to  th e ma ny p h o to g ra p h ers w h o  p ro vi d ed  ima g es ( l isted  o n 
p a g e 3 1 9 )  –  th e u nsu ng  h ero es –  w h o se b ea u tif u l  ima g es a d d  co l o u r a nd  
b ring  th e ci ty to  l if e.
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London Sketchbook 
ISBN: 978-1-907339-37-0

Jim Watson   

London Sketchbook  is a  u niq u e g u id e to  th e mo st c el eb ra ted  
l a nd ma rks o f  o ne o f  th e w o rl d ’ s ma j o r c ities.  I n ten ea sy  w a l k s 
it ta ke s y o u  o n a  f a sc ina ting  j o u rney  a ro u nd  th e mo st f a mo u s o f  
L o nd o n’ s h u g e va riety  o f  v ista s,  w ith  id entifi c a tio n o f  th e p a no ra mic  
vi ew s a nd  rel eva nt h isto ric a l  b a c k g ro u nd  a l o ng  th e w a y .
 Ji m Wa tso n’ s il l u stra tio n tec h niq u e is tra d itio na l  l ine a nd  w a sh ,  
b u t h is a p p ro a ch  is th a t o f  a  c u rio u s neig h b o u r,  seek ing  o u t th e 
sce nes w h ich  g ive  ea c h  a rea  its ind iv id u a l  c h a ra c ter –  w h il e 
ke ep ing  a  ke en eye  o p en f o r th e q u irk y  a nd  u nu su a l .

ookk

£10.95

Seen from Piccadilly

Eros

Coventry StreetShaftsbury 
Avenue

London Pavilion An early music hall built, 
with Shaftsbury Avenue in 1885, to replace 
an older hall. Converted to a cinema in 1934 
and rebuilt as a shopping arcade in 1986, 
preserving the original façade. Currently 
‘Ripley’s Believe it or Not Museum’. 

Lillywhites 
Major retailer of 
sporting goods

Eros

Regent Street

Eros was the first public statue to be cast in aluminium, 
designed by Sir Alfred Gilbert to represent the Angel of 
Christian Charity. But as it was of an angelic archer, the statue 
became popularly known as Eros, the Greek god of love. Soon it 
became a celebrated symbol of London and with other national 
treasures was removed for safe keeping during World War II. 

Advertising signs The gaudiest in London. The first electric 
ads appeared in 1910 using incandescent light bulbs. These 
were replaced by neon and moving signs, while the 2000s 
saw a gradual move to LED screen displays.

Sloane Square

A circular walk of around two miles, beginning and ending 
at Sloane Square tube station.

Originally a riverside village, Chelsea became 
fashionable in Tudor times and is now part of the 
ultra-fashionable Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea, with a wealthy population of bankers, IT 
whizz-kids and film stars. 

The wealth of Chelsea residents inspired the term ‘Sloane Ranger’, 
which usually refers to stereotypical upper class young women who 
share distinctive and common lifestyles, a particular archetype being 
Diana, Princess of Wales. Sloanes used to zip around in sports cars 
but in the mid 2000s switched to doing the school runs in ‘Chelsea 
tractors’, large 4x4 vehicles designed for off-road heavy duties.

Male Sloanes exist and have been referred to as ‘Ra Ra Ruperts’ 
(or, simply, Rah for short) and ‘Hooray Henrys’. They are particularly 
well-known for their braying voices, most often heard in expensive bars 
and restaurants.

Bishopsgate at the junction with Liverpool Street

St Helen’s Place off Bishopsgate

St Botolph, Bishopsgate Dates to 1729 although there 
has been Christian worship on this site since Roman 
times. In 1993 an IRA bomb severely damaged many 
Bishopsgate buildings including St Botolph’s. After 
extensive restoration the church was reopened in 1997.

Hackett Classic men’s clothing
The White Hart

Once the site of a 16th century Benedictine Priory, St 
Helen’s Place is a 1920s development now occupied by 
offices. A cathedral of modern office space, the Gherkin, 
intrudes into the elegant courtyard like an impudent 
teenager in a formal family photo.

St Paul’s Cathedral from Ludgate Hill

St Paul’s is the fifth cathedral to adorn Ludgate Hill, 
the first being a wooden building founded in 604. The 
fourth, largest in Britain, with a 149ft (489m) spire, 
was burnt to the ground in the Great Fire of 1666.

Sir Christopher Wren was commissioned to 
rebuild it, a task completed in 1710 when Wren was 
78 years old and 35 years after the final design 
was agreed. Wren’s initial Great Model of 1672 was 
unpopular with the authorities and what we see 
today is a watered-down compromise.

St Paul’s famous dome was inspired by St Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome, rising 365ft (108m) to the cross 
at its summit. The Whispering Gallery runs around 
the inside of the dome 99ft (30.2m) above the 
cathedral floor, reached by 259 steps from ground 
level. It’s so named because a whisper against its 
wall is audible all round the gallery. The familiar 
twin towers at the western end were not part of 
Wren’s original plans but he added them in 1707. 
Each was designed to hold a clock.

Inside, St Paul’s is remarkably spacious, 
cool and well ordered. The Baroque splendour 
beneath the massive 102ft (31m) diameter 
dome has been the scene of many great 
national events, among them the funeral of 
Winston Churchill in 1965 and the wedding of Prince 
Charles and Lady Diana Spencer in 1981. 

Ironically, a specially introduced coal tax funded the 
new cathedral, replacing the one destroyed by fire. 
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C ontents
1. Westminster      15

1 .  H a nd el  H o u se M u seu m    1 7
2 .  B o nd  S treet S c u l p tu res &  S ta tu es   1 9
3 .  G o o d w in’ s C o u rt     2 1
4 .  B enj a min F ra nkl in H o u se    2 3
5 .  S h ep h erd  M a rke t    2 5
6 .  A p sl ey H o u se     2 7
7 .  Wel l ing to n A rch      2 9
8 .  S p ence r H o u se     3 1
9 .  B erry B ro th ers &  R u d d     3 3
1 0 .  B a nq u eting  H o u se    3 5
1 1 .  C h u rch il l  Wa r R o o ms    3 7
1 2 .  Q u een A nne’ s G a te    3 9
1 3 .  B l ew co a t S ch o o l      4 1
1 4 .  Westminster C a th ed ra l     4 3

2 . K ensing ton &  C hel sea    4 5

1 .  K ensa l  G reen C emetery     4 7
2 .  M u seu m o f  B ra nd s    4 9
3 .  H o l l a nd  P a rk &  K yo to  G a rd en   5 1
4 .  T o w er H o u se     5 3
5 .  L eig h to n H o u se M u seu m    5 5
6 .  1 8  S ta f f o rd  T erra ce / L inl ey S a mb o u rne H o u se  5 7
7 .  K ensing to n R o o f  G a rd ens    5 9
8 .  O l d  C h u rch  S treet    6 1
9 .  T h o ma s C a rl yl e’ s H o u se    6 3
1 0 .  C h el sea  P h ysi c G a rd en    6 5
1 1 .  N a tio na l  A rmy M u seu m    6 7
1 2 .  R o ya l  H o sp ita l  C h el sea     6 9
1 3 .  Ja p a nese P ea ce  P a g o d a     7 1
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Jim Watson   
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Seen from Piccadilly

Eros

Coventry StreetShaftsbury 
Avenue

London Pavilion An early music hall built, 
with Shaftsbury Avenue in 1885, to replace 
an older hall. Converted to a cinema in 1934 
and rebuilt as a shopping arcade in 1986, 
preserving the original façade. Currently 
‘Ripley’s Believe it or Not Museum’. 

Lillywhites 
Major retailer of 
sporting goods

Eros

Regent Street

Eros was the first public statue to be cast in aluminium, 
designed by Sir Alfred Gilbert to represent the Angel of 
Christian Charity. But as it was of an angelic archer, the statue 
became popularly known as Eros, the Greek god of love. Soon it 
became a celebrated symbol of London and with other national 
treasures was removed for safe keeping during World War II. 

Advertising signs The gaudiest in London. The first electric 
ads appeared in 1910 using incandescent light bulbs. These 
were replaced by neon and moving signs, while the 2000s 
saw a gradual move to LED screen displays.

Sloane Square

A circular walk of around two miles, beginning and ending 
at Sloane Square tube station.

Originally a riverside village, Chelsea became 
fashionable in Tudor times and is now part of the 
ultra-fashionable Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea, with a wealthy population of bankers, IT 
whizz-kids and film stars. 

The wealth of Chelsea residents inspired the term ‘Sloane Ranger’, 
which usually refers to stereotypical upper class young women who 
share distinctive and common lifestyles, a particular archetype being 
Diana, Princess of Wales. Sloanes used to zip around in sports cars 
but in the mid 2000s switched to doing the school runs in ‘Chelsea 
tractors’, large 4x4 vehicles designed for off-road heavy duties.

Male Sloanes exist and have been referred to as ‘Ra Ra Ruperts’ 
(or, simply, Rah for short) and ‘Hooray Henrys’. They are particularly 
well-known for their braying voices, most often heard in expensive bars 
and restaurants.

Bishopsgate at the junction with Liverpool Street

St Helen’s Place off Bishopsgate

St Botolph, Bishopsgate Dates to 1729 although there 
has been Christian worship on this site since Roman 
times. In 1993 an IRA bomb severely damaged many 
Bishopsgate buildings including St Botolph’s. After 
extensive restoration the church was reopened in 1997.

Hackett Classic men’s clothing
The White Hart

Once the site of a 16th century Benedictine Priory, St 
Helen’s Place is a 1920s development now occupied by 
offices. A cathedral of modern office space, the Gherkin, 
intrudes into the elegant courtyard like an impudent 
teenager in a formal family photo.

St Paul’s Cathedral from Ludgate Hill

St Paul’s is the fifth cathedral to adorn Ludgate Hill, 
the first being a wooden building founded in 604. The 
fourth, largest in Britain, with a 149ft (489m) spire, 
was burnt to the ground in the Great Fire of 1666.

Sir Christopher Wren was commissioned to 
rebuild it, a task completed in 1710 when Wren was 
78 years old and 35 years after the final design 
was agreed. Wren’s initial Great Model of 1672 was 
unpopular with the authorities and what we see 
today is a watered-down compromise.

St Paul’s famous dome was inspired by St Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome, rising 365ft (108m) to the cross 
at its summit. The Whispering Gallery runs around 
the inside of the dome 99ft (30.2m) above the 
cathedral floor, reached by 259 steps from ground 
level. It’s so named because a whisper against its 
wall is audible all round the gallery. The familiar 
twin towers at the western end were not part of 
Wren’s original plans but he added them in 1707. 
Each was designed to hold a clock.

Inside, St Paul’s is remarkably spacious, 
cool and well ordered. The Baroque splendour 
beneath the massive 102ft (31m) diameter 
dome has been the scene of many great 
national events, among them the funeral of 
Winston Churchill in 1965 and the wedding of Prince 
Charles and Lady Diana Spencer in 1981. 

Ironically, a specially introduced coal tax funded the 
new cathedral, replacing the one destroyed by fire. 
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3. C ity  of  London    73

1 .  C h a rterh o u se S q u a re &  F l o rin C o u rt   7 5
2 .  B u nh il l  F iel d s     7 7
3 .  I nns o f  C o u rt     7 9
4 .  S ta p l e I nn     8 1
5 .  Y e O l d e M itre T a v ern    8 3
6 .  S t B a rth o l o mew  th e G rea t    8 5
7 .  H o g a rth  M u ra l s a t B a rts    8 7
8 .  P o stma n’ s P a rk      8 9
9 .  T u rki sh  B a th s     9 1
1 0 .  R o ma n L o nd o n’ s A mp h ith ea tre &  G u il d h a l l  A rt G a l l ery  9 3
1 1 .  S t E th el b u rg a  th e V irg in    9 5
1 2 .  D r Jo h nso n’ s H o u se    9 7
1 3 .  T w ining s T ea  S h o p  &  M u seu m   9 9
1 4 .  Y e O l d e C o ck T a ve rn     1 0 1
1 5 .  Wh itef ria rs C ryp t     1 0 3
1 6 .  S t B rid e’ s C h u rch     1 0 5
1 7 .  B l a ck F ria r P u b      1 0 7
1 8 .  S t B enet’ s C h u rch     1 0 9
1 9 .  B a nk o f  E ng l a nd  M u seu m    1 1 1
2 0 .  N u mb er 1  P o u l try     1 1 3
2 1 .  T emp l e o f  M ith ra s    1 1 5
2 2 .  S t S tep h ens Wa l b ro o k     1 1 7
2 3 .  S t M a ry Wo o l no th     1 1 9
2 4 .  L o nd o n S to ne     1 2 1
2 5 .  M o nu ment     1 2 3
2 6 .  A l l  H a l l o w s C h u rch     1 2 5
2 7 .  L o nd o n Wa l l      1 2 7

4 . C entr al  &  Nor th London   12 9

1 .  L ittl e V enice      1 3 1
2 .  R o l l ing  ( C u rl ing )  B rid g e    1 3 3
3 .  R u d o l f  S teiner H o u se    1 3 5
4 .  S h erl o ck H o l mes M u seu m    1 3 7
5 .  Je w ish  M u seu m L o nd o n    1 3 9
6 .  E sto rick C o l l ect io n    1 4 1

LHS Book.indb   6 31/07/2013   16:29:23

Cop
yri

gh
t B a nk o f  E ng l a nd  M u seu m

Cop
yri

gh
t B a nk o f  E ng l a nd  M u seu m

Cop
yri

gh
t     

Cop
yri

gh
t     

T emp l e o f  M ith ra s

Cop
yri

gh
t T emp l e o f  M ith ra s    

Cop
yri

gh
t     

S t S tep h ens Wa l b ro o k

Cop
yri

gh
t 

S t S tep h ens Wa l b ro o k     

Cop
yri

gh
t 

    
S t M a ry Wo o l no th

Cop
yri

gh
t 

S t M a ry Wo o l no th     

Cop
yri

gh
t 

    
L o nd o n S to ne

Cop
yri

gh
t 

L o nd o n S to ne     

Cop
yri

gh
t 

     
M o nu ment

Cop
yri

gh
t 

M o nu ment     

Cop
yri

gh
t 

     
2 6 .

Cop
yri

gh
t 

2 6 . A l l  H a l l o w s C h u rch

Cop
yri

gh
t 

A l l  H a l l o w s C h u rch
2 7 .Cop

yri
gh

t 

2 7 . L o nd o n Wa l lCop
yri

gh
t 

L o nd o n Wa l l

Surv
iva

l     

Surv
iva

l     
   

Surv
iva

l    
    

Surv
iva

l     
     

Surv
iva

l 
     
    

Surv
iva

l 
    

     

Surv
iva

l 
     

    Surv
iva

l 

    
B a nk o f  E ng l a nd  M u seu m Surv

iva
l 

B a nk o f  E ng l a nd  M u seu m    Surv
iva

l 

    

Boo
ks9 1

Boo
ks9 1

&  G u il d h a l l  A rt G a l l ery

Boo
ks

&  G u il d h a l l  A rt G a l l ery 9 3

Boo
ks

9 3
9 5Boo

ks
9 5



7 .  C a no nb u ry T o w er    1 4 3
8 .  Wel l co me C o l l ect io n    1 4 5
9 .  A u to - I co n o f  Je remy B enth a m   1 4 7
1 0 .  G ra nt M u seu m o f  Z o o l o g y     1 4 9
1 1 .  P etrie M u seu m o f  E g yp tia n A rch a eo l o g y   1 5 1
1 2 .  F o u nd l ing  M u seu m    1 5 3
1 3 .  C h a rl es D icke ns’  M u seu m    1 5 5
1 4 .  S ir Jo h n S o a ne’ s M u seu m    1 5 7
1 5 .  H u nteria n M u seu m     1 5 9
1 6 .  R o ya l  I nstitu te o f  B ritish  A rch itect s’  B u il d ing   1 6 1
1 7 .  B ro a d ca sting  H o u se    1 6 3
1 8 .  Wa l l a ce  C o l l ec tio n    1 6 5
1 9 .  T yb u rn C o nve nt &  T yb u rn T ree   1 6 7

5. Sou th London     16 9

1 .  T h a mes F o resh o re    1 7 1
2 .  Winch ester P a l a ce  &  C l ink P riso n M u seu m  1 7 3
3 .  S t O l a f  H o u se     1 7 5
4 .  S o u th w a rk C a th ed ra l     1 7 7
5 .  O l d  O p era ting  T h ea tre &  H erb  G a rret   1 7 9
6 .  G eo rg e I nn     1 8 1
7 .  F a sh io n &  T ext il e M u seu m    1 8 3
8 .  C inema  M u seu m    1 8 5
9 .  C u ming  M u seu m    1 8 7
1 0 .  L a mb eth  P a l a ce      1 8 9
1 1 .  G a rd en M u seu m     1 9 1

6 . West London     193

1 .  7  H a mmersmith  T erra ce     1 9 5
2 .  U p p er M a l l ,  D o ve  P u b  &  K el msco tt H o u se  1 9 7
3 .  C h isw ick H o u se &  G a rd ens   1 9 9
4 .  L o nd o n Wetl a nd  C entre    2 0 1
5 .  F u l h a m P a l a ce      2 0 3
6 .  M a rb l e H il l  H o u se    2 0 5
7 .  H a m H o u se     2 0 7
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8 .  S tra w b erry H il l      2 0 9
9 .  H o o ve r B u il d ing      2 1 1
1 0 .  G o l d en M il e,  B rentf o rd     2 1 3
1 1 .  O sterl ey P a rk &  H o u se    2 1 5

7. E ast London     2 17

1 .  S u tto n H o u se     2 1 9
2 .  G ef f reye  M u seu m    2 2 1
3 .  V ict o ria  &  A l b ert M u seu m o f  C h il d h o o d   2 2 3
4 .  R a g g ed  S ch o o l  M u seu m    2 2 5
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Intr odu ction

Writing  th is b o o k h a s b een a  p l ea su re,  a n ed u ca tio n a nd  a  
l a b o u r o f  l o ve .  D esp ite h a vi ng  l ive d  in no rth w est,  ce ntra l  

a nd  so u th ea st L o nd o n a t va rio u s times,  a nd  h a p p il y p o ttered  
a ro u nd  th e ci ty f o r ma ny ye a rs,  I  no w  rea l ise h o w  mu ch  I  h a d  ( a nd  
stil l  h a ve )  to  l ea rn,  a nd  h o w  ma ny l ittl e- kn o w n d el ig h ts L o nd o n 
h a s to  o f f er.  N o t o nl y h a d  I  f a il ed  to  vi sit ma ny o f  th e 1 4 0  ‘ secr et’  
p l a ce s co ve red  in th is b o o k,  I  h a d n’ t eve n h ea rd  o f  ma ny o f  th em!
 L o nd o n is a  ci ty w ith  a  co rnu co p ia  o f  secr et p l a ce s,  b eing  

o f  co u rse,  a  w ea l th  o f  w o rl d - reno w ned  a ttra ct io ns to  ke ep  
th em o ccu p ied  f o r a  mo nth  o f  S u nd a ys,  w h ich  a re mo re th a n 
a d eq u a tel y co ve red  in a  p l eth o ra  o f  sta nd a rd  g u id e b o o ks.  Wh a t 
London’s Hidden Secrets  d o es is ta ke  yo u  o f f  th e b ea ten p a th  to  
seek o u t th e mo re u nu su a l  p l a ce s th a t o f ten f a il  to  reg ister o n th e 
ra d a r o f  b o th  vi sito rs a nd  resid ents a l ike .  I t a ims to  sid estep  th e 
ch a o s a nd  q u eu es o f  L o nd o n’ s to u rist- cl o g g ed  a ttra ct io ns a nd  
vi sit its q u irki er,  mo re myst erio u s sid e.  
 London’s Hidden Secrets  incl u d es so me o f  th e ci ty’ s l o ve l iest 
b u il d ing s,  secr et g a rd ens,  b iza rre mu seu ms,  ‘ l o st’  g ra ve ya rd s,  
med ieva l  p u b s,  c u tting - ed g e a rt a nd  d esig n,  a nd  mu ch  mo re.  
T h e entries ra ng e f ro m th e ench a nting  ca na l s o f  L ittl e V enice  to  
ecce ntric T h a mesid e scu l p tu res,  f ro m th e stu f f ed  rema ins o f  a  
p h il o so p h er to  th e p o ig na nt F o u nd l ing  M u seu m,  f ro m th e h o me 
o f  S ig mu nd  F reu d ’ s f a mo u s so f a  to  w h ere H a nd el  a nd  H end rix 
meet,  a nd  f ro m th e sp ect a cu l a r trea su res o f  H a m H o u se to  
a tmo sp h eric K ensa l  G reen ce metery .
 A l th o u g h  th is b o o k isn’ t intend ed  a s a  w a l ki ng  g u id e,  ma ny 
o f  th e p l a ce s co ve red  a re cl o se to  ea ch  o th er in ce ntra l  L o nd o n 
–  no ta b l y in th e h u b s o f  Westminster a nd  th e C ity –  w h ere yo u  
ca n ea sil y stro l l  b etw een th em,  w h il e o th ers a re f u rth er o u t in 
th e su b u rb s.  H o w eve r,  a l l  a re cl o se to  p u b l ic tra nsp o rt l inks a nd  
rel a tive l y ea sy to  g et to .  A nd ,  co nve nientl y f o r a  ci ty  w ith  a  ( l a rg el y 
u nf o u nd ed )  rep u ta tio n f o r ra in –  L o nd o n a ct u a l l y enj o ys a  l o w er 
a nnu a l  ra inf a l l  th a n N ew  Y o rk,  R o me o r S yd ney –  ma ny o f  th e 
a ttra ct io ns a re ind o o rs,  mea ning  y o u  ca n vi sit th em w h a teve r th e 
w ea th er.
 S o  th ere’ s no  excu se f o r no t g etting  o u t th ere a nd  exp l o ring .  
I  h o p e yo u  enj o y d isco ve ring  th e h id d en secr ets o f  L o nd o n a s 
mu ch  a s I  d id .

              Graeme Chesters  
       

               Ju ne 2 013
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LO ND O N’ S H ID D E N 
SE C R E T S V O L 2

ISBN: 978-1-907339-79-0,  £10.95

G r aeme C hester s &  D av id H amp shir e

H o t o n th e h eel s o f  L o nd o n’ s 
H id d en S ec rets c o mes a no th er 
v o l u me o f  th e c ity ’ s l a rg el y  
u nd isc o v ered  sig h ts,  ma ny  
o f  w h ic h  w e w ere u na b l e to  
inc l u d e in th e o rig ina l  b o o k .  
I n f a c t,  th e mo re resea rc h  w e 
d id  th e mo re trea su res w e 
f o u nd ,  u ntil  ev entu a l l y  a  sec o nd  
v o l u me w a s inev ita b l e.  
   Written b y  tw o  ex p erienc ed  
L o nd o n w riters,  L H S  2  is f o r 
b o th  th o se w h o  a l rea d y  k no w  
th e metro p o l is a nd  new c o mers 
w ish ing  to  l ea rn mo re a b o u t its 
h id d en a nd  u nu su a l  c h a rms.  

LO ND O N’ S SE C R E T  
WA LK S

ISBN: 978-1-907339-51-6 ,  £11.95

G r aeme C hester s 

L o nd o n is a  g rea t c ity  f o r 
w a l k ing  –  w h eth er f o r p l ea su re,  
ex erc ise o r simp l y  to  g et f ro m A  
to  B .  D esp ite th e c ity ’ s ex ten-
siv e p u b l ic  tra nsp o rt sy stem,  
w a l k ing  is a l so  o f ten th e 
q u ic k est a nd  mo st enj o y a b l e 
w a y  to  g et a ro u nd  –  a t l ea st in 
th e c entre –  a nd  it’ s a l so  f ree 
a nd  h ea l th y !
   M a ny  a ttra c tio ns a re o f f  th e 
b ea ten tra c k ,  a w a y  f ro m th e 
ma j o r th o ro u g h f a res a nd  p u b l ic  
tra nsp o rt h u b s.  T h is f a v o u rs 
w a l k ing  a s th e b est w a y  to  
ex p l o re th em,  a s d o es th e 
f a c t th a t L o nd o n is a  v isu a l l y  
interesting  c ity  w ith  a  w ea l th  
o f  stimu l a ting  sig h ts in ev ery  
‘ no o k  a nd  c ra nny ’ .

London’ s Secr ets

32 0 P A G E S,  P R INT E D  IN C O LO U R

LO ND O N’ S SE C R E T
P LA C E S

ISBN: 978-1-907339-92 -9,  £10.95

G r aeme C hester s &  D av id H amp shir e

L o nd o n is o ne o f  th e w o rl d ’ s 
l ea d ing  to u rist d estina tio ns 
w ith  a  w ea l th  o f  w o rl d - c l a ss 
a ttra c tio ns:  a ma z ing  mu seu ms 
a nd  g a l l eries,  b ea u tif u l  p a rk s 
a nd  g a rd ens,  stu nning  p a l a c es 
a nd  g ra nd  h o u ses,  a nd  mu c h ,  
mu c h  mo re.  T h ese a re c o v ered  
in nu mero u s ex c el l ent to u rist 
g u id es a nd  o nl ine,  a nd  need  no  
intro d u c tio n h ere.  N o t so  w el l  
k no w n a re L o nd o n’ s nu mero u s 
sma l l er a ttra c tio ns,  mo st o f  w h ic h  
a re neg l ec ted  b y  th e th ro ng s w h o  
d esc end  u p o n th e to u rist- c l o g g ed  
ma j o r sig h ts.  Wh a t L o nd o n’ s 
S ec ret P l a c es d o es is seek  o u t 
th e c ity ’ s l esser- k no w n,  b u t no  
l ess w o rth y ,  ‘ h id d en’  a ttra c tio ns.
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LO ND O N’ S SE C R E T S: 
M U SE U M S &  G A LLE R IE S

ISBN: 978-1-907339-96 -7,  £10.95

R obbi A til g an &  D av id H amp shir e

L o nd o n is a  trea su re tro v e f o r 
mu seu m f a ns a nd  a rt l o v ers 
a nd  o ne o f  th e w o rl d ’ s g rea t 
a rt a nd  c u l tu ra l  c entres,  w ith  
mo re p o p u l a r mu seu ms a nd  
g a l l eries th a n a ny  o th er w o rl d  
c ity .  T h e a rt sc ene is a  l o t l ik e 
th e c ity  itsel f  –  d iv erse,  v a st,  
v ib ra nt a nd  in a  c o nsta nt sta te o f  

a nd  c u tting - ed g e,  ma j estic  a nd  
mu nd a ne,  w o rl d - c l a ss a nd  ru n- o f -
th e- mil l ,  b iz a rre a nd  b ril l ia nt.
 S o ,  w h eth er y o u ’ re a n a rt l o v er,  
c u l tu re v u l tu re,  h isto ry  b u f f  o r j u st 
l o o k ing  f o r so meth ing  to  enterta in 
th e f a mil y  d u ring  th e sc h o o l  

fi
insp ira tio n in L o nd o n.  A l l  y o u  need  
is a  c o mf o rta b l e p a ir o f  sh o es,  a n 
o p en mind  –  a nd  th is b o o k !

LO ND O N’ S SE C R E T S: 
P U BS &  BA R S

ISBN: 978-1-907339-93-6 ,  £10.95

 G r aeme C hester s

B ritish  p u b s a nd  b a rs a re w o rl d  
f a mo u s f o r th eir b o nh o mie,  
g rea t a tmo sp h ere,  g o o d  f o o d  

fi
mo re so  th a n in L o nd o n,  w h ic h  
h a s a  p l eth o ra  o f  w a tering  
h o l es o f  a l l  sh a p es a nd  siz es:  
c l a ssic  h isto ric  b o o z ers a nd  
trend y  sty l e b a rs;  tra d itio na l  
riv ersid e inns a nd  l u x u rio u s 
c o c k ta il  b a rs;  entic ing  w ine 
b a rs a nd  b rew  p u b s;  mo u th -
w a tering  g a stro  p u b s a nd  
b ra sseries;  w el c o ming  g a y  
b a rs a nd  ra u c o u s mu sic  
v enu es.  T h is b o o k  h ig h l ig h ts 
o v er 2 5 0  o f  th e b est.  

32 0 P A G E S,  P R INT E D  IN C O LO U R

LO ND O N’ S SE C R E T S: 
P A R K S &  G A R D E NS

ISBN: 978-1-907339-95-0,  £10.95

R obbi A til g an &  D av id H amp shir e

L o nd o n is o ne th e w o rl d ’ s 
g reenest c a p ita l  c ities,  w ith  a  
w ea l th  o f  p l a c es w h ere y o u  
c a n rel a x  a nd  rec h a rg e y o u r 
b a tteries.  B rita in is reno w ned  
f o r its p a rk s a nd  g a rd ens,  a nd  
no w h ere h a s su c h  b ea u tif u l  a nd  
v a ried  g reen sp a c es a s L o nd o n:  

fi
g a rd en c emeteries,  ma j estic  
a nc ient f o rests a nd  w o o d l a nd s,  
b rea th ta k ing  f o rma l  c o u ntry  
p a rk s,  ex p a nsiv e c o mmo ns,  
c h a rming  sma l l  g a rd ens,  
b ea u tif u l  g a rd en sq u a res a nd  
enc h a nting  ‘ sec ret’  g a rd ens.  N o t 
a l l  a re sec rets,  o f  c o u rse,  b u t 
ma ny  o f  L o nd o n’ s mo st b eg u il ing  
g reen sp a c es a re k no w n o nl y  to  
insid ers a nd  l o c a l s.
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A ddr ess: 2 5 Br ook Str eet,  M ay f air ,  London W1K  4 H B (  02 0-74 95 16 85,  
 w w w .handel hou se.or g ) .
O p ening  hou r s: T u e-Sat,  10am to 6 p m ( 8p m T hu ) ;  Su n,  noon to 6 p m. 
C l osed M onday s,  incl u ding  Bank H ol iday s.
C ost: £6  adu l ts,  £5 concessions,  £2  chil dr en ag ed 5-16 ,  u nder -5s f r ee. 
H al f  p r ice f or  National  T r u st member s.
T r ansp or t: Bond Str eet u nder g r ou nd station.
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Westminster

H A ND E L H O U SE  M U SE U M

T h is G ra d e l  l isted  b u il d ing  w a s h o me to  th e no ted  b a ro q u e 
co mp o ser G eo rg e F red eric H a nd el  ( 1 6 8 5 - 1 7 5 9 )  f ro m 1 7 2 3  

fi
th en a  new  h o u se,  a nd  th is is L o nd o n’ s o nl y mu seu m to  a  co mp o ser.  
I t’ s a l so  w h ere H a nd el  co mp o sed  so me o f  h is g rea test mu sic,  
incl u d ing  th e M essia h ,  Z a d o k th e P riest a nd  M u sic f o r th e R o ya l  
F irew o rks.

fi
to  ce l eb ra ting  H a nd el  a nd  h is w o rk:  ‘ f req u ent mu sic reh ea rsa l s,  
w eekl y co nce rts a nd  sp eci a l  mu sica l  eve nts in a d d itio n to  reg u l a r 
d isp l a ys a nd  exh ib itio ns b ring  H a nd el ’ s w o rl d  to  l if e’ .  T h ere’ s a l so  a n 
imp ressive  p erma nent d isp l a y o f  H a nd el - rel a ted  items.  I n 1 9 9 8 ,  th e 
H a nd el  H o u se C o l l ect io ns a cq u ired  th e B yr ne C o l l ect io n,  a  ma j o r 
H a nd el  co l l ect io n o f  seve ra l  h u nd red  o b j ect s,  incl u d ing  b o o ks,  l etters,  
ea rl y ed itio ns o f  o p era s a nd  o ra to rio s,  p o rtra its,  p rints a nd  scu l p tu re.  
A s ca n b e seen f ro m so me o f  H a nd el ’ s p o rtra its,  h e w a s o b vi o u sl y 
a  ma n w ith  a  h ea l th y a p p etite.  O ne o f  h is ea rl y b io g ra p h ers,  Wil l ia m 
C o x,  p u t it su cci nct l y ,  sa yi ng  th a t h e h a d  “ a  cu l p a b l e ind u l g ence  in th e 

fi
 H a nd el  w a s b o rn in H a l l e,  G erma ny ,  b u t b eca me a  B ritish  ci tize n 

in 1 7 2 7 .  H is B ro o k S treet h o me w a s a w a y f ro m th e a rtistic ce ntres 
o f  S o h o  a nd  C o ve nt G a rd en b u t w ith in ea sy w a l ki ng  d ista nce  o f  S t 

fi
T h ea tre,  H a ym a rke t,  th e f o cu s o f  h is I ta l ia n o p era  ca reer a t th e time.

 T h ere mu st b e so meth ing  mu sica l  in th e a ir in th is exp ensive  
p a rt o f  L o nd o n,  a s th e g ro u nd - b rea ki ng  A merica n ro ck g u ita rist Ji mi 
H end rix l ive d  f o r a  w h il e w ith  h is E ng l ish  g irl f riend  next  d o o r in th e 

fi
th e mu seu m,  H end rix in B rita in.  I t’ s sa id  th a t H end rix w a s d el ig h ted  to  
fi
o f  th e co mp o ser’ s mu sic.  S o me p eo p l e eve n cl a im to  h ea r H a nd el ’ s 

 C o nce rts a re sta g ed  a t th e mu seu m o n T h u rsd a ys a t 6 . 3 0 p m,  w ith  
mo st ticke ts £ 9  ( £ 5  stu d ents) .  T h e b o o ki ng  l ine is  0 2 0 - 7 3 9 9  1 9 5 3  
–  f u l l  p ro g ra mme d eta il s a nd  inf o rma tio n a b o u t temp o ra ry exh ib itio ns 
a re o n th e w eb site.

Handel meets Hendrix“ “

1
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A ddr ess: O l d Bond Str eet and New  Bond Str eet,  London SW1.
O p ening  hou r s: U nr estr icted access,  bu t best du r ing  day l ig ht hou r s.
C ost: F r ee.
T r ansp or t: Bond Str eet tu be.

AT A GLANCE

R o o seve l t a nd  C h u rch il l
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BO ND  ST R E E T  
SC U LP T U R E S &  ST A T U E S

B o nd  S treet d o esn’ t a ct u a l l y tech nica l l y exi st.  T h e o nl y ro a d  
f ro m P icca d il l y to  O xf o rd  S treet is,  in f a ct ,  tw o  streets,  O l d  
B o nd  S treet –  b u il t in th e 1 6 8 0 s b y S ir T h o ma s B o nd  –  a nd  

N ew  B o nd  S treet,  th e stretch  f u rth er no rth ,  w h ich  w a s c rea ted  a ro u nd  
4 0  ye a rs l a ter.  I t h a s rece ntl y b eco me th e mo st exp ensive  reta il  
l o ca tio n in E u ro p e.  H o w eve r,  a s w el l  a s th e g l itz a nd  g l a mo u r o f  th e 
a rea ’ s d esig ner sh o p p ing  o u tl ets,  it o f f ers a  series o f  w o rks o f  a rt –  
scu l p tu res a nd  sta tu es –  th a t a ren’ t a l w a ys o b vi o u s u nl ess yo u  kn o w  
w h ere to  l o o k.  T h e th ree d escr ib ed  b el o w  a re th e mo st no ta b l e o f  a  
nu mb er o n d isp l a y .  K eep  yo u r eye s p eel ed  a nd  ke ep  l o o ki ng  u p  a s 
y o u  w a l k a l o ng  th e tw o  B o nd  S treets.

 A t 3 4 - 3 5  N ew  B o nd  S treet,  emb ed d ed  a b o v e th e entra nc e o f  th e 
f a mo u s a u c tio n h o u se S o th eb y ’ s,  is L o nd o n’ s o l d est o u td o o r sta tu e.  I t’ s 

fi
fi

E g y p tia ns) ,  sh e w a s a l so  a  so l a r d eity ,  b ea ring  th e so l a r d isk  a nd  th e 
u ra eu s ( a n u p rig h t f o rm o f  sp itting  c o b ra ) .  T h e sta tu e d a tes f ro m b etw een 
1 6 0 0 B C  a nd  1 3 2 0 B C ,  a nd  h a s b een S o th eb y ’ s ma sc o t sinc e th e 1 8 8 0 s 
w h en it w a s so l d  a t a u c tio n f o r £ 4 0  b u t nev er c o l l ec ted  b y  th e b u y er.

 A t 1 5 3  N ew  B o nd  S treet,  l o o k  u p  to  see f o u r a b stra c t p iec es b y  H enry  
M o o re w h ic h  f o rm a  sc reen th a t a d o rns th e T ime a nd  L if e B u il d ing  ( th e 
a d d ress is a c tu a l l y  1  B ru to n S treet) .  T h ere’ s a l so  a  b ro nz e b y  M o o re 
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d ep ic ted  in th is w o rk .  M o o re c a rv ed  th em o u t o f  P o rtl a nd  sto ne in 1 9 5 2  in 
h is b a c k  g a rd en a nd  th ey  w ere insta l l ed  in 1 9 5 3 .  H e su b seq u entl y  tried  to  
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a ct u a l l y d ista nt co u sins.  A f ter th e w a r,  th e tw o  h el p ed  to  f o u nd  th e 
U nited  N a tio ns.
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G O O D WIN’ S C O U R T

T h is is a no th er o f  L o nd o n’ s time ca p su l es.  Wa l ki ng  a l o ng  
it is l ike  step p ing  b a ck into  th e 1 7 th  a nd  1 8 th  ce ntu ries 

fi
p ersecu tio n) .  I t’ s a  sh o rt,  l o ve l y a l l ey ,  a d j a ce nt to  5 5 - 5 6  S t M a rtin’ s 
L a ne,  a nd  b u il t into  th e f ro nt o f  th e T h ea tre G o ers’  C l u b  o f  G rea t 
B rita in.  G o o d w in C o u rt is ea sy to  miss w h en tra ve l l ing  b etw een 
L eice ster S q u a re a nd  C o ve nt G a rd en,  a nd  it’ s h ig h l y u nl ike l y yo u ’ l l  
stu mb l e a cr o ss it u nl ess yo u ’ re d el ib era tel y l o o ki ng .  T h e entra nce  
f ro m S t M a rtin’ s L a ne is simp l y a  d o o rw a y o f f  th e street,  w ith  a  co u p l e 
o f  step s d o w n,  so  k eep  a  l o o ko u t f o r it.

 O n its so u th  sid e is a  ro w  o f  na rro w ,  a ttra ct ive  l a te 1 8 th - ce ntu ry 
h o u ses w ith  b o w ed  G eo rg ia n w ind o w s,  w h ich  h int a t th e b u il d ing s’  
p revi o u s inca rna tio n a s a  ro w  o f  sh o p s.  T h ere a re p o l ish ed  b l a ck 
d o o rs w ith  sh ining  kn o cke rs a nd  d o o rkn o b s,  w ith  b ra ss p l a tes th a t 
a nno u nce  th e na mes o f  th e b u sinesses b eh ind  th e d o o rs.

 I t’ s mo re o f  a n a l l ey th a n a  co u rt –  it isn’ t sp a ci o u s eno u g h  to  b e 
th e l a tter –  a nd  is a n u nu su a l  su rvi vo r in a n a rea  th a t’ s seen a  l o t o f  
remo d el l ing  a nd  red eve l o p ment.  M u ch  o f  th is w a s b y I nig o  Jo nes 
o n b eh a l f  o f  th e E a rl  o f  B ed f o rd .  A mo ng  o th er th ing s,  th ey w ere 
resp o nsib l e f o r th e p ia zza  in nea rb y C o ve nt G a rd en.

 G o o d w in’ s C o u rt is l it b y  th ree l a rg e,  f u nc tio ning  g a s l a mp s a nd  a t 

w a s p rev io u sl y  k no w n b y  th e l ess a ttra c tiv e na me o f  F ish ers A l l ey ,  a nd  
a l th o u g h  so me p eo p l e d esc rib e its a tmo sp h ere a s D ic k ensia n,  it’ s mu c h  

fi
1 6 9 0 ,  a s a  ro w  o f  ta il o rs.  A l th o u g h  th ey  d o n’ t h a v e g rea t a rc h itec tu ra l  

fi
fi

 I t’ s j u st th e typ e o f  p l a ce  th a t co mes to  mind  w h en th inki ng  o f  
S a mu el  Jo h nso n’ s a d vi ce  to  h is f riend  B o sw el l  in th e 1 8 th  ce ntu ry ,  o n 
th e o cca sio n o f  th e l a tter’ s a rriva l  in L o nd o n:  “ su rve y its innu mera b l e 

fi
fi
fi fi

fi fi fi
tea ms w o u l d  kn o w  w h eth er to  ta ckl e it o r l ea ve  th e b u il d ing  to  b u rn.  
G o o d w in’ s C o u rt is l u cky to  stil l  h a ve  th em,  a s th ey’ re a p p a rentl y ve ry 
co l l ect a b l e.

A warren of narrow lanes and courtyards
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BE NJA M IN F R A NK LIN H O U SE

W h il e sym p a th etic to  th e vi ew  th a t vi siting  a  mu seu m 
d ed ica ted  to  a  ma n kn o w n f o r d isco ve ries a b o u t el ect rici ty 
a nd  f o r b eing  a  p o l itici a n mig h t b e l ess th a n th ril l ing ,  w e 

u rg e yo u  to  try th is intrig u ing ,  w el l - co nce ive d  exh ib it.  I t’ s in a  G ra d e 
l  l isted ,  a rch itect u ra l l y imp o rta nt h o u se b u il t a ro u nd  1 7 3 0 ,  w h ich  
reta ins ma ny o rig ina l  f ea tu res,  incl u d ing  th e ce ntra l  sta irca se,  l a th ing ,  
p a nel l ing ,  sto ve s,  w ind o w s,  b ea ms a nd  mo re.

 I t’ s th e w o rl d ’ s o nl y rema ining  h o me o f  B enj a min F ra nkl in,  w h ich  
o p ened  o n 1 7 th  Ja nu a ry 2 0 0 6  o n th e a nnive rsa ry o f  h is 3 0 0 th  
b irth d a y .  F ra nkl in ( 1 7 0 6 - 1 7 9 0 )  w a s b o rn in B o sto n,  M a ssa ch u setts 
to  a n A merica n mo th er a nd  B ritish  f a th er.  H e l ive d  a nd  w o rke d  in th is 
h o u se f o r 1 6  ye a rs,  o n th e eve  o f  th e A merica n R evo l u tio n,  a nd  it h a s 

fi
emb a ssy .

 B enj a min F ra nk l in’ s w o rk a s a  p h il o so p h er,  p rinter a nd  mo re 
fi

w o rk mea nt th a t h e’ s co me to  b e reg a rd ed  a s th e f a th er o f  el ect rici ty .  
A s if  th is w a sn’ t eno u g h  f o r o ne p erso n,  h e w a s a l so  a  ke y f o u nd er 
o f  th e U nited  S ta tes,  th e o nl y sta tesma n to  h a ve  sig ned  a l l  f o u r 
d o cu ments th a t cr ea ted  th e new  na tio n.

F ra nkl in’ s ma ny a ch ieve ments a nd  o f  th e times in w h ich  h e l ive d .  T h e 
‘ S tu d ent S ci ence  C entre’  a l l o w s th e recr ea tio n o f  exp eriments f ro m 

ce ntre f o r th e stu d y o f  th e ma ny su b j ect s th a t F ra nkl in w a s invo l ve d  
w ith .

 T h e H isto rica l  E xp erience  ta ke s a  ‘ mu seu m a s th ea tre’  a p p ro a ch ,  
a n inno va tive ,  enterta ining  w a y o f  p resenting  h isto ry .  Y o u ’ re 
‘ a cco mp a nied ’  b y a n a ct ress w h o  p l a ys P o l l y H ew so n,  F ra nkl in’ s 
l a nd l a d y’ s d a u g h ter,  w h o  b eca me l ike  a  d a u g h ter to  h im.  T h is l ive  
p erf o rma nce ,  a l o ng  w ith  l ig h ting ,  so u nd  a nd  vi su a l  p ro j ect io ns,  b ring s 
th e w h o l e 1 8 th - ce ntu ry exp erience  to  l if e.

 T o  end  o n a  g risl y no te,  th e rema ins o f  f o u r a d u l ts a nd  six ch il d ren 
w ere f o u nd  a t th e p ro p erty w h en it w a s b eing  resto red .  F ra nkl in’ s 
l a nd l a d y’ s d a u g h ter P o l l y ma rried  a  su rg eo n,  w h o  ra n a n a na to my 
sch o o l  h ere.  T h ere’ s a  sma l l  exh ib it in th e b a sement a b o u t med ica l  
h isto ry ,  w h ich  d isp l a ys so me o f  th e ‘ C ra ve n S treet b o nes’ .

An American genius in London
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AT A GLANCE

LHS Book.indb   24 31/07/2013   16:29:33

Cop
yri

gh
t 

Cop
yri

gh
t S

urv
iva

l 

Surv
iva

l B
oo

ks



Westminster

-  2 5  -

SH E P H E R D  M A R K E T

T h is h id d en encl a ve ,  o nl y a  sto ne’ s th ro w  f ro m G reen P a rk a nd  
el eg a nt S t Ja mes’ s,  is d escr ib ed  b y th e w eb site a s ‘ L o nd o n’ s 
b est ke p t secr et’ .  I t’ s a  tiny series o f  cl o sel y p a cke d  streets 

tu cke d  a w a y b etw een P icca d il l y a nd  C u rzo n S treet in th e excl u sive  
d istrict  o f  M a yf a ir.  T h e term M a yf a ir co mes f ro m th e f a ir th a t u sed  
to  ta ke  p l a ce  o n th e site w h ere S h ep h erd  M a rke t no w  sits.  I t w a s 
b a nned  in 1 7 0 8  b eca u se it h a d  b eco me b o istero u s a nd  a ttra ct ed  
tro u b l ema ke rs,  a nd  it w a s d eci d ed  th a t b u il d ing  o n th e site w a s th e 
b est w a y to  p reve nt th eir retu rn.

 S h ep h erd  M a rk et w a s d ev el o p ed  in th e p erio d  1 7 3 5 - 1 7 4 6  b y  E d w a rd  
S h ep h erd ,  a  l o c a l  a rc h itec t a nd  d ev el o p er,  w h o  w a s a c tiv e in ma ny  p a rts 
o f  M a y f a ir.  I t w a s b u il t to  h o u se sh o p k eep ers a nd  o th er tra d ers to  serv e 
th e l a rg e h o u ses o f  P ic c a d il l y ,  a nd  th e M a rk et w o u l d  h a v e th ro ng ed  w ith  
th eir serv a nts b u y ing  g o o d s a nd  serv ic es.  P a rt o f  its a ttra c tio n is th a t it h a s 
ma na g ed  to  reta in its mo d est 1 8 th - c entu ry  f eel ,  a nd  is a  remind er o f  th e 
G eo rg ia ns’  f a c il ity  w ith  a ttra c tiv e,  u sef u l  to w n p l a nning .

 D u ring  th e ’ 2 0 s,  S h ep h erd  M a rke t w a s a  h ig h l y f a sh io na b l e 
fi

cl a ss tw it B ertie Wo o ster a nd  h is w ise va l et Je eve s l ive d  ( ch a ra ct ers 
cr ea ted  b y th e E ng l ish  co mic w riter P .  G .  Wo d eh o u se) .  N o w a d a ys,  
S h ep h erd  M a rke t is kn o w n f o r intima te resta u ra nts,  b o u tiq u es a nd  
g o o d  V ict o ria n p u b s –  a  p ed estria nised  esca p e f ro m ce ntra l  L o nd o n’ s 

fi
 M a ny o f  th e o l d  ma rke t sh o p s a re no w  o u td o o r ca f é s a nd  

resta u ra nts,  b u t th ere’ s a l so  a  ra ng e o f  interesting  sp eci a l ist sh o p s,  
ma ny sel l ing  a rtw o rk,  j ew el l ery a nd  a ntiq u es.  T h e cr o w d s in th e 
M a rke t’ s V ict o ria n p u b s o f ten sp il l  o nto  th e streets,  w ea th er p ermitting ,  
w h ich  a d d s to  th e a tmo sp h ere.  S h ep h erd  M a rke t is b est a p p ro a ch ed  
f ro m C u rzo n S treet vi a  a  co ve red  p a ssa g ew a y a t nu mb er 4 7 ,  w h ich  
l ea d s into  th e M a rke t’ s netw o rk o f  a l l eys a nd  streets.

 T h e a rea  u sed  to  b e reg a rd ed  a s M a yf a ir ’ s red  l ig h t d istrict ,  b u t 
a l th o u g h  su ch  tra d e h a s no w  l a rg el y mo ve d  el sew h ere,  th e o l d  
rep u ta tio n f o r vi ce  w a s reki nd l ed  in th e ’ 8 0 s w h en S h ep h erd  M a rke t 
w a s th e ve nu e f o r tryst s b etw een th e h ig h l y su cce ssf u l  no ve l ist a nd  
C o nserva tive  p a rty d ep u ty ch a irma n Je f f rey A rch er a nd  p ro stitu te 
M o nica  C o g h l a n.  R ep o rts a b o u t th is a p p ea red  in th e Daily Star,  b u t 
A rch er d enied  it a nd  w o n d a ma g es f ro m th e p a p er.  L a ter,  h e w a s 
j u d g ed  to  h a ve  l ied  in co u rt a b o u t th e ma tter,  w a s j a il ed  a nd  h a d  to  
rep a y th e d a ma g es h e’ d  b een a w a rd ed  a g a inst th e Star.
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