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di d,  the m or e tr easur es they f ound,  unti l  eve ntual l y a 
seco nd vo l um e w as i nevi tab l e.  I nsi de yo u’ l l  di sco ve r  a 
w eal th of  hi stor i c ch ur ch es and other  anci ent b ui l di ng s;  
secr et g ar dens and ‘ l ost’  ce m eter i es;   f asci nati ng  sm al l  
m useum s and g al l er i es;  atm osp her i c p ub s and stunni ng  
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those w ho al r eady kn ow  the m etr op ol i s and new co m er s 
w i shi ng  to l ear n m or e ab out i ts hi dden and unusual  
ch ar m s.
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Introduction

L ondon i s one of  the w or l d’ s l eadi ng  tour i st desti nati ons w i th 
a w eal th of  w or l d- cl ass attr act i ons –  m or e than any other  

ci ty i n the w or l d –  that dr aw  m i l l i ons of  vi si tor s a ye ar ;  am azi ng  
m useum s and g al l er i es,  b eauti f ul  p ar ks and g ar dens,  stunni ng  
p al ace s and g r and houses,  and m uc h,  m uch  m or e.  T hese 
ar e co ve r ed i n num er ous exce l l ent tour i st g ui des and onl i ne,  
and need no i ntr oduct i on her e.  W hat ar en’ t so w el l  kn ow n ar e 
London’ s num er ous sm al l er  attr act i ons,  m ost of  w hi ch  ar e 
neg l ect ed b y the thr ong s w ho desce nd up on the touri st- cl og g ed 
m aj or  si g hts.  W hat London’s Secret Places does i s seek out the 
ci ty’ s l esser - kn ow n,  b ut no l ess w or thy ,  ‘ hi dden’  attr act i ons.
  W hen w e set out to r esear ch  and w r i te thi s b ook’ s si ster  
ti tl e London’s Hidden Secrets ,  w e had no i dea j ust how  m any 
treasures we would find – and the more research we did, the 
m or e ‘ secr ets’  w e di sco ve r ed –  unti l  a seco nd vo l um e and thi s 
thi r d b ook b eca m e i nevi tab l e.  W e have  b oth l i ve d and w or ke d 
thr oug hout the ci ty and,  l i ke  m ost l ong -t er m London r esi dents,  w e 
thoug ht w e kn ew  the ci ty p r etty w el l .  H ow eve r ,  w e w er e sur p r i sed 
to find just how many little-known delights London has to offer – 
not onl y had w e p r evi ousl y not vi si ted m any of  the p l ace s f eatur ed 
i n thi s b ook,  w e hadn’ t eve n hear d of  ma ny of  them!
  I nsi de yo u’ l l  di sco ve r  a w eal th of  f asci nati ng  sm al l  m useums 
and g al l er i es;  hi stor i c ch ur ch es and other  anci ent b ui l di ng s;  
ca p ti va ti ng  p ar ks and g ar dens and hi stor i c ‘ l ost’  ce m eter i es;  
atm osp her i c p ub s;  cu tti ng - edg e ar t and desi g n;  and m uch  m or e.  
A  total  of  al m ost 1 4 0  desti nati ons i n al l  co r ner s of  the ci ty and i ts 
sub ur b s.  O f  co ur se,  not al l  ar e secr ets,  b ut m any ar e hi dden and 
l ar g el y unkn ow n exce p t to a sm al l  b and of  i nsi der s and l oca l s.
  London’s Secret Places i sn’ t i ntended as a w al ki ng  g ui de,  
al thoug h m any of  the p l ace s co ve r ed ar e cl ose to one another  
–  p ar ti cu l ar l y i n the hub s of  W estm i nster and the C i ty i n ce ntr al  
London –  w her e yo u ca n easi l y str ol l  b etw een them .  A l m ost al l  
ar e,  how eve r ,  cl ose to p ub l i c tr ansp or t l i nks and re l ati ve l y easy 
to g et to.  W hat’ s m or e,  the va st m aj or i ty ar e f r ee,  so ther e’ s no 
excu se f or  not g etti ng  out and exp l or i ng !
  W i th a co p y of  London’s Secret Places to hand to i nsp i r e yo u,  
yo u need neve r  b e b or ed of  London ( or  l i f e) .  R esear ch i ng  and 
w r i ti ng  thi s b ook has b een a p l easur e and a l ab our  of  l ove  –  w e 
hop e yo u enj oy di sco ve r i ng  the ci ty’ s secr et p l ace s as mu ch  as 
w e di d.

Happy Hunting!           Graeme Chesters & David Hampshire  
        December 2012
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C i ty of  W estm i nster

-  1 5  --  1 4  --  1 4  -

QUEEN MARY’S GARDENS 
& OPEN AIR THEATRE

Q ueen M ar y’ s G ar dens –  tucke d aw ay i n the I nner  C i r cl e of  
R eg ent’ s P ar k –  co ntai n London’ s l ar g est and b est f orm al  ro se 
g ar den,  and ar e a honey- p ot f or  g ar den l ove r s ( and b ees)  i n 

sp r i ng  and sum m er ,  w hen tens of  thousands of  p l ants are  i n b l oom .  
T he g ar dens –  nam ed af ter  the w i f e of  G eorg e V  –  w ere  l ai d out i n 
1 9 3 2  on a si te that had or i g i nal l y b een used as a p l ant nur sery  and 
w as l ater  l eased to the R oya l  B otani c Soci ety .  T her e ar e sti l l  som e 
of  the or i g i nal  p ear  tr ees i n the g ar dens,  w hi ch  sup p l i ed f ru i t to the 
London M ar ke t i n the ear l y 1 8 0 0 s.  Q ueen M ary ’ s G ar dens ar e m ost 
f am ous f or  thei r  b eauti f ul  r ose g ar den,  co ntai ni ng  al mo st eve r y 
sp eci es i n exi stence .

 T he r ose g ar den co ntai ns 4 0 0  di f f er ent va r i eti es of  r oses i n 
sep ar ate and m i xe d b eds,  and a total  of  some  3 0 , 0 0 0  r ose p l ants,  
p l us ar ound 3 0 , 0 0 0  other  p l ants i ncl udi ng  the nati onal  co l l ect i on of  
del p hi ni um s and 9 , 0 0 0  b eg oni as –  a total  of  ove r  6 0 , 0 0 0  p l ants i n 
l andsca p ed b eds sur r ounded b y a r i ng  of  p i l l ar s co ve re d i n cl i mb er s 
and r am b l er s.  T he p l anti ng  w as r enew ed b y l andsca p e ar ch i tect s,  
C ol vi n and M og g r i dg e,  i n the ’ 9 0 s and i s arr ang ed i n a desi g n w hi ch  i s 
i n har m ony w i th the ci r cu l ar  si te and adds a ‘ sense of  my st er y’ .  W i thi n 
the rose garden is a small lake filled with ornamental ducks and carp, 
i n the ce ntr e of  w hi ch  i s an i sl and r ocke ry .

 Q ueen M ar y’ s G ar dens p l ays host to the O p en A i r  T heatr e,  a 
p er m anent ve nue ( now  i n i ts 8 0 th season)  w i th a thre e-  to f our- mo nth 
sum m er  season.  E ach  season typ i ca l l y  co nsi sts of  a p ro duct i on of  A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream,  a seco nd Shake sp ear e p l ay ,  a m usi ca l  
and a ch i l dr en’ s show ,  p er f or m ed i n r otati on.  T he theatr e b oasts one 
of  the l ong est ‘ b ar s’  i n any theatr e i n London,  str etch i ng  the enti re  
l eng th of  the seati ng ,  w hi ch  al so 
ser ve s f ul l  m eal s f r om  an hour  and a 
hal f  b ef or e p er f or m ance s b eg i n,  as 
w el l  as dur i ng  the i nter va l .  A  B B Q  i s 
al so p r ovi ded p l us a p i cn i c l aw n w i th 
tab l es w her e the audi ence  ca n enj oy 
thei r  ow n f ood.

 T he p ar k al so co ntai ns the G ar den 
C af é ,  ser vi ng  teas,  co f f ees,  l unch  and 
sum m er  sup p er s.  T he p er f ect  sp ot to 
r ound of f  the p er f ect  day .  

Address: Inner Circle, Regent’s Park, NW1 ( 020-7486 7905,   
 www.londongardensonline.org.uk and www.openairtheatre.org).
Opening hours: Daily, 5am to dusk; garden café, 10am to 4pm (winter), 
10am to 9pm (summer).
Cost: Free. Theatre tickets from around £20 to £50 (see website).
Transport: Baker St or Regent’s Park tube station.

A fragrant theatrical experience…“ “

1AT A GLANCE

The Inner Circle contains 
the beautiful Triton Fountain 
– at the northern end of the 
central walk – designed by 
William McMillan RA (1887-
1977) and donated in 1950 
in memory of Sigismund 
Goetze (1866-1939) by his 
wife.
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C i ty of  W estm i nster

-  1 7  --  1 6  -

BRITISH DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
MUSEUM

T he B r i ti sh D ental  A ssoci ati on ( B D A )  M useum  tel l s the 
ab sor b i ng  –  and of ten p ai nf ul  –  hi story  of  dental  ca r e i n 
the UK. From 19th-century dental floss to toothache cures, 

cl ockw or k dr i l l s to toothp aste adve r ts,  ther e’ s m or e to di sco ve r  than 
yo u m ay i m ag i ne.  W i th ove r  3 0 , 0 0 0  i tem s,  the m useum  has the 
l ar g est co l l ect i on of  m ater i al  r el ati ng  to the hi stor y of  denti str y i n 
the U K ,  dati ng  f r om  i ts ti m e as a g r uesom e p ub l i c sp ect acl e to the 
co m p l ex p r oce dur es and tr eatm ent of  today .

 The BDA Museum began life in 1919, when Lilian Lindsay (the first 
woman to qualify as a dentist in the UK and the BDA’s first female president 
i n 1 9 4 6 ) ,  donated sev er al  ol d dental  i nstr um ents to the assoc i ati on that 
she had b een stor i ng  i n a b ox  under  her  b ed!  T he m useum  w as dev el op ed 
p r i m ar i l y  f or  the educ ati on of  B D A  m em b er s,  
b ut i n 1 9 6 7  ( w hen i t m ov ed to i ts p r esent 
hom e)  i t op ened i ts door s to the g ener al  
p ub l i c .  I n autum n 2 0 0 5  the m useum  w as 
r edesi g ned w i th the ai m  of  m ak i ng  i t m or e 
ac c essi b l e to the p ub l i c ,  as w el l  as denti sts.  
T he c ol l ec ti on i nc l udes dental  i nstr um ents 
and eq ui p m ent,  f ur ni tur e,  p hotog r ap hs,  
archives, and fine and decorative art.

 T he tor m ent of  toothach e i s 
som ethi ng  w e have  i n co m m on w i th 
our  ance stor s,  al thoug h those l i vi ng  i n 
A nci ent E g yp t,  G r eece  and R om e m ay not have  had as m any ca vi ti es 
as w e have  today due to the l ack of  sug ar  and p r oce ssed f ood i n thei r  
di et.  H ow eve r ,  thei r  teeth w er e w or n dow n b y the co ar se f ood they 
ate,  w hi ch  r eq ui r ed m uch  m or e ch ew i ng .  

 U nti l  the 1 7 th c entur y ,  the dr aw i ng  of  teeth w as done b y  b ar b er -
sur g eons,  tooth dr aw er s and ‘ tooth op er ator s’ .  T he ter m  ‘ denti st’  di dn’ t 
ap p ear  unti l  the 1 8 th c entur y ,  w hen the F r enc h denti st P i er r e F auc har d 
p ub l i shed hi s tr eati se Le Chirurgien Dentiste i n 1 7 2 8 .  T hi s set out f or  the 
first time everything that was known about dental disease, with full case 
hi stor i es and i l l ustr ati ons of  how  to deal  w i th them .  

 W e have  co m e a l ong  w ay si nce  then –  as the mu seum  i l l ustra tes 
–  and the l ast ce ntur y has seen an exp l osi on of  new  m ater i al s,  
tech ni q ues and tech nol og y ,  al ong  w i th a b etter  under standi ng  of  
dental  di sease and i ts p r eve nti on.  

 A n ab sor b i ng  m useum  ( w i th a sm al l  shop )  that –  hop ef ul l y –  w on’ t 
g i ve  yo u ni g htm ar es.

2

A pain-free visit to the dentist

Address: 64 Wimpole Street, W1G 8YS ( 020-7563 4549,   
 www.bda.org/museum).
Opening hours: Tue and Thu, 1-4pm.
Cost: Free.
Transport: Oxford Circus or Bond Street tube station.

AT A GLANCE

“ “

The 18th century saw 
the first modern, 
commercially 
manufactured toothbrush, 
when in 1780 William 
Addis began selling 
brushes made with cow 
bone handles, with horse 
or pig hair for bristles.
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C i ty of  W estm i nster

-  1 9  --  1 8  -

ALL SAINTS MARGARET STREET

A l l  Sai nts M ar g ar et Str eet i s a stup endous ( G r ade I  l i sted)  
A ng l i ca n ch ur ch  b ui l t i n the H i g h V i ct or i an G othi c R evi va l  styl e,  
ce l eb r ated f or  i ts ar ch i tect ur e,  styl e of  w or shi p  and m usi ca l  

tradition. It was designed by prolific church architect William Butterfield 
( 1 8 1 4 - 1 9 0 0 )  and b ui l t b etw een 1 8 4 9  and 1 8 5 9  at a co st of  £ 7 0 , 0 0 0 .  

 Butterfield departed considerably from medieval Gothic practice, 
usi ng  r ed b r i ck f or  the ch ur ch  –  l ong  out of  f ashi on i n London –  w i th 
the w al l s b anded and p atter ned i n b l ack b r i ck,  and the sp i r e b anded 
w i th stone.  T he i nter i or  i s r i ch l y p atter ned,  w i th i nl ays of  m ar b l e and 
ti l e.  T he east w al l  of  the ch ance l  i s co ve r ed b y a ser i es of  p ai nti ng s on 
g i l ded b oar ds,  the w or k of  N i ni an 
C om p er  ( 1 8 6 4 - 1 9 6 0 )  i n 1 9 0 9 ,  and 
a r estor ati on of  ear l i er  w or k b y 
W i l l i am  D yce .  T he Lady C hap el  i s 
al so b y C om p er .  

 T he c hur c h’ s sty l e of  w or shi p  i s 
A ng l o- C athol i c ,  that i s ‘ the C athol i c  
f ai th as taug ht b y  the C hur c h 
of  E ng l and’ ,  of f er i ng  m em b er s 
and v i si tor s a tr adi ti onal  sty l e of  
l i tur g y  as adv oc ated b y  the O x f or d 
M ov em ent of  the m i d- 1 9 th c entur y ,  
i nc l udi ng  r i tual ,  c hoi r  and or g an 
m usi c ,  v estm ents and i nc ense.  

 A l l  Sai nts i s al so noted f or  i ts m usi ca l  tr adi ti on.  T he or g an,  b ui l t 
i n 1 9 1 0 ,  i s a f our - m anual  H ar r i son and H ar r i son i nstr um ent w i th 6 5  
sp eaki ng  stop s.  U nti l  1 9 6 8 ,  the m usi c w as p r ovi ded b y a ch oi r  of  m en 
and b oys,  w ho w er e honour ed to si ng  at the co r onati ons of  E dw ar d 
V I I ,  G eor g e V  and V I ,  and E l i za b eth I I .  ( W i l l i am  Ll oyd  W eb b er ,  f ather  
of  co m p oser  A ndr ew  and ce l l i st Ju l i an,  w as the D i r ect or  of  M usi c 
f r om  1 9 3 9 - 1 9 4 8 . )  W hen the ch oi r  sch ool  ( w hi ch  co unted Laur ence  
O l i vi er  as an al um nus)  cl osed i n 1 9 6 8 ,  a p r of essi onal  adul t ch oi r  
w as i ntr oduce d.  T he r ep er toi r e f or  ch oi r  and or g an str etch es f r om  
the R enai ssance  to the 2 1 st ce ntur y ,  and i ncl udes seve r al  p i ece s 
co m m i ssi oned f or  the ch ur ch .  

 A l l  Sai nts has b een descr i b ed as a ‘ sava g e m aster p i ece ’  
( attr i b uted to K  T heodor e H op p en)  and an ‘ org asm ’  ( I an N ai r n) ,  w ho 
sai d that ‘ the b ui l di ng  co ul d onl y b e under stood i n ter m s of  co m p el l i ng ,  
ove r w hel m i ng  p assi on’ .  O ne of  the g r eat m onum ents of  V i ct or i an ar t.

Butterfield’s masterpiece will amaze and delight you“ “

3
Address: 7 Margaret Street, W1W 8JG ( 020-7636 1788,   
 www.allsaintsmargaretstreet.org.uk).
Opening hours: Daily, 7am to 7pm. See website for services times.
Cost: Free (but donations are welcome).
Transport: Oxford Circus tube station.

AT A GLANCE

“It is the first piece of 
architecture I have seen, built 
in modern days, which is 
free from all signs of timidity 
or incapacity... it challenges 
fearless comparison with 
the noblest work of any time. 
Having done this, we may 
do anything: there need be 
no limits to our hope or our 
confidence.” 
John Ruskin (1819-1900)
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C i ty of  W estm i nster

-  2 1  --  2 0  -

PHOTOGRAPHERS’ GALLERY

T he P hotog r ap her s’  G al l er y  i s the l ar g est p ub l i c  g al l er y  i n London 
dedi c ated to p hotog r ap hy .  F r om  the l atest em er g i ng  tal ent,  
to hi stor i c al  ar c hi v es and estab l i shed ar ti sts,  i t’ s the p l ac e to 

see photography in all its forms. It was the first independent gallery in 
B r i tai n dev oted to p hotog r ap hy ,  f ounded b y  Sue D av i es i n 1 9 7 1  at 8  
G r eat N ew p or t Str eet i n a c onv er ted Ly on’ s T ea B ar .  N i ne y ear s l ater  the 
g al l er y  ex p anded to i nc l ude an addi ti onal  g al l er y  sp ac e at 5  G r eat N ew p or t 
Str eet,  thus oc c up y i ng  tw o sep ar ate si tes on the sam e str eet.  I n D ec em b er  
2 0 0 8 ,  the g al l er y  m ov ed to a near b y  b ui l di ng  on R am i l l i es Str eet,  a f or m er  
w ar ehouse b ui l t i n 1 9 1 0 ,  w her e a m aj or  r edev el op m ent w as b eg un i n 2 0 1 0 .  

 D esi g ned b y  aw ar d- w i nni ng  I r i sh ar c hi tec ts O ’ D onnel l + T uom ey ,  the 
galley features three dedicated floors of gallery spaces. Situated at the 
heart of the building, between two of the exhibition floors, is the studio 
floor, which hosts a range of talks, events, workshops and courses, as 
w el l  as a camera obscura,  the study  r oom ,  and T ouc hstone –  a c hang i ng  
di sp l ay  of  a si ng l e p hotog r ap hi c  w or k .  C om p l em enti ng  the ex hi b i ti on and 
education floors are a new bookshop, a print sales room and a café/bar, 
al l  at str eet l ev el .  
 T he P hotog r ap her s’  G al l er y  has b een i nstr um ental  i n estab l i shi ng  
p hotog r ap hy ’ s i m p or tant r ol e i n c ul tur e and soc i ety .  I t has p r ov i ded a 
focus for the medium in London and was the first public gallery in the 
c ountr y  to ex hi b i t k ey  nam es i n i nter nati onal  p hotog r ap hy  suc h as J uer g en 
T el l er  ( f ashi on) ,  R ob er t C ap a ( p hotoj our nal i sm ) ,  Seb asti ã o Sal g ado 
( doc um entar y )  and T ar y n Si m on ( c ontem p or ar y  ar t) ,  w hi l e al so p r om oti ng  
the w or k  of  U K - b ased p hotog r ap her s suc h as M ar ti n P ar r ,  Z i neb  Sedi r a 
and C or i nne D ay .  
 O ne of  E ur op e’ s f or em ost g al l er i es dedi c ated to p hotog r ap hy ,  T he 
Photographers’ Gallery awards the high-profile annual Deutsche Börse 
P hotog r ap hy  P r i z e,  w or th £ 3 0 , 0 0 0  i n 2 0 1 2 .  P ast p r i z e w i nner s i nc l ude 
A ndr eas G ur sk y  ( 1 9 9 8 ) ,  Shi r ana Shahb az i  ( 2 0 0 2 ) ,  R ob er t A dam s ( 2 0 0 6 ) ,  
and Sop hi e R i stel hueb er  ( 2 0 1 0 ) .  T her e’ s al so an annual  g r aduates’  
ex hi b i ti on –  F r eshF ac edandW i l dE y ed ( F F W E )  –  w hi c h c el eb r ates 
the b r eadth and dy nam i sm  of  p hotog r ap hi c  w or k  p r oduc ed b y  r ec ent 
g r aduates ac r oss the U K .

 T he P hotog r ap her s’  G al l er y  oc c asi onal l y  di sp l ay s w or k  f r om  
unex p ec ted sour c es,  f or  ex am p l e i ts ex hi b i ti on of  p hotog r ap hs f r om  
T he London F i r e B r i g ade ar c hi v es and a p r esentati on of  studi o p or tr ai t 
p hotog r ap hy  b y  H ar r y  J ac ob s,  a hi g h str eet studi o p hotog r ap her  w ho 
w or k ed f or  ov er  4 0  y ear s i n south London.

 A  w eal th of  i nsp i r ati on f or  eve r yo ne f r om  p hone snap p er s to 
p r of essi onal s.  

A picture perfect gallery for the 21st century“ “

4
Address: 16-18 Ramillies Street, W1F 7LW ( 020-7087 9300,   
 www.photonet.org.uk).
Opening hours: Mon to Sat, 10am to 6pm (Thu until 8pm), Sun, 11.30am 
to 6pm.
Cost: Free.
Transport: Oxford Circus tube station.

AT A GLANCE
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THE HOUSE OF 
ST BARNABAS-IN-SOHO

T he H ouse of  St B ar nab as i n Soho ( G r ade I  l i sted)  i s a 
Georgian building with one of the finest Rococo plasterwork 
i nter i or s i n London.  T he house w as co m p l eted as a shel l  i n 

1 7 4 6  and sol d to the B eckf or d f am i l y ,  w eal thy p l antati on ow ner s and 
p ol i ti ci ans i n Ja m ai ca  and E ng l and.  I t w as R i ch ard  Be ckf ord  w ho 
co m m i ssi oned the i nter i or  desi g n,  co m p l eted i n 
1 7 5 4 .  A s Soho b eca m e l ess f ashi onab l e at the 
end of  the G eor g i an er a,  the house b ec ame  the 
offices of the Metropolitan Board of Works in 
1 8 1 1  and the f am ous ci vi l  eng i neer  Si r  Jo sep h 
B aza l g ette w or ke d her e.

 I n 1 8 6 2  the H ouse of  C har i ty –  f ounded to 
hel p  hom el ess p eop l e i n V i ct or i an Soci ety –  
m ove d i nto the house.  T he ch ar i ty w as f ounded 
i n 1 8 4 6  b y D r  H enr y M onr o,  a p hysi ci an f ro m  
B ethl em  H osp i tal  ( see p ag e 3 0 9 )  i n Southw ark ,  and M r R oundel l  
P al m er ,  a b ar r i ster  w ho b eca m e Lor d C hance l l or of  E ng l and.  O ne 
of the first tasks of the charity was to build the magnificent Chapel 
of  St B ar nab as ( desi g ned b y Jo sep h C l ar ke ),  b ui l t on the si te of  the 
G eor g i an stab l e ya r d.  D ai l y ch ur ch  attendance  w as exp ect ed of  hostel  
occu p ants,  hence  the ch ap el ,  w hi ch  i s sti l l  i n use today .  

 T he house b oasts an ar r ay of  stunni ng  1 8 th- ce ntury  p er i od 
f eatur es;  ch andel i er s,  si l k- l i ned w al l s and del i ca te R oco co  p l aster w or k,  
p l us a l ove l y ,  secl uded p r i va te g ar den –  one of  onl y tw o i n Soho –  
sur r ounded b y i vy- co ve r ed w al l s.  T he house has b een re stor ed to 
i ts or i g i nal  g l or y b y desi g ner  R ussel l  Sag e,  cr eati ng  a di sti nct i ve  and 
styl i sh envi r onm ent,  w i th a p er f ect  m i x of  f aded g ra ndeur  and w i tty 
E ng l i sh ecce ntr i c detai l s.

 B etw een the house and the ch ap el  l i es the co ur tya rd ,  al so kn ow n 
as the ‘ secr et g ar den’ ,  w i th an associ ati on w i th C harl es D i cke ns.  
R esear ch  p ub l i shed i n ‘ T he D i cke nsi an’  i n 1 9 6 3  sug g ests that the 
historic rooms and gardens of the house were the fictitious lodgings of 
D r  M anette and Lucy i n A Tale of Two Cities.

 T he H ouse of  C har i ty w as r enam ed the H ouse of  St B ar nab as-i n-
Soho i n 1 9 6 1 ,  and p r ovi ded r ef ug e and acco mm odati on f or hom el ess 
p eop l e i n and ar ound Soho f or  1 6 0  ye ars,  unti l  cl osi ng  as a r esi dence  
i n 2 0 0 6 ,  and b ei ng  r e- l aunch ed as a ve nue and Li f e Ski l l s C entre .

5

The most beautiful (ex) hostel in the world

Address: House of St Barnabas, 1 Greek Street, Soho Square, W1D 
4NQ ( 020-7437 1894,  www.hosb.org.uk).
Opening hours: Tours – between 9am and 11am on Tue and Thu – 
contact HOSB for information. The house can also be hired for events.
Cost: Contact HOSB.
Transport: Tottenham Court Road tube station.

AT A GLANCE

“ “

Outside the house 
attached to the 
railings is the 
‘Penny Chute’ – still 
in use today – where 
coins fall down a 
pipe to the alms box 
in the kitchen below.
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THEATRE ROYAL DRURY LANE

T he T heatr e R oya l  D r ur y Lane ( G r ade I  l i sted) i s one of  
London’ s m ost hi stor i c and sp l endi d theatr es.  T he b ui l di ng  
yo u see today i s the m ost r ece nt i n a l i ne of  f our  theatr es 

at the same location dating back to 1663, the first of which was built 
at the b ehest of  T hom as K i l l i g r ew  i n the ear l y ye ar s of  the E ng l i sh 
R estor ati on.  A ct or s w ho ap p ear ed at the ‘ T heatre  R oya l  i n Bri dg es 
Str eet’  i ncl uded N el l  G w yn  ( w ho m et C har l es I I  her e)  and C har l es 
Hart. It was destroyed by fire in 1672 and replaced by a larger theatre 
desi g ned b y Si r  C hr i stop her  W r en.  R enam ed the ‘ T heatr e R oya l  i n 
D r ur y Lane’ ,  i t op ened i n 1 6 7 4  and sur v i ve d f or  al mo st 1 2 0  ye ar s,  
dur i ng  w hi ch  i ts m anag em ent i ncl uded C ol l ey C i b b er ,  D avi d G ar r i ck 
( f or  2 9  ye ar s)  and R i ch ar d B r i nsl ey Sher i dan ( w hose p l ay ,  The School 
for Scandal, received its first performance here in 1777).

I n 1 7 9 1 ,  under  Sher i dan’ s m anag em ent,  the b ui l di ng  w as 
dem ol i shed to m ake  w ay f or  a m uch  l ar g er  theatr e ( seati ng  3 , 6 0 0 )  
w hi ch  op ened i n 1 7 9 4 ,  b ut sur vi ve d f or  j ust 1 5  ye ar s b ef or e b ur ni ng  
dow n i n 1 8 0 9 .  T he b ui l di ng  that stands today w as desi g ned b y 
B enj am i n W ya tt and op ened i n 1 8 1 2 .  I t w as r enow ned f or  i ts 
sp ect acu l ar  V i ct or i an m el odr am as and p antom i m es,  b ut si nce  the 
1 9 2 0 s i ts hi stor y has m i r r or ed the deve l op m ent of  the m oder n m usi ca l .  
F r om  the or i g i nal  London p r oduct i ons of  A m er i ca n m usi ca l s Rose 
Marie,  The Desert Song and Show Boat,  thr oug h I vo r  N ove l l o’ s 
r om anti c op er ettas and R odg er s and H am m er stei n’ s g r oundb re aki ng  
p ost- w ar  show s,  to The Producers and The Lord of the Rings .  My 
Fair Lady hel d the r eco r d as the theatr e’ s 
l ong est r un f or  m any ye ar s,  thoug h C am er on 
M acki ntosh’ s r eco r d- b r eaki ng  p r oduct i on 
of  Miss Saigon –  ten ye ar s and 4 , 2 6 3  
p er f or m ance s –  i s the cu r r ent r eco r d hol der .

 T he theatr e has b een g r ace d b y act or s 
as di ve r se as Shake sp ear ean E dm und 
K ean,  ch i l d act r ess C l ar a F i sher ,  co m edi an 
D an Leno,  N oë l  C ow ar d and the co m edy 
tr oup e M onty P yt hon ( w ho r eco r ded an 
al b um  her e) .  T oday ,  i t’ s ow ned b y co m p oser  A ndr ew  Ll oyd  W eb b er ’ s 
R eal l y U sef ul  G r oup  and m ostl y stag es p op ul ar  m usi ca l  theatr e.  

 V i si tor s ca n take  a ‘ T hr oug h T he Stag e D oor ’  tour hosted b y 
p r of essi onal  act or s,  w ho take  yo u on a m em or ab l e j our ney thr oug h 
the theatr e’ s hi stor y ,  m eeti ng  f am ous ch ar act er s such  as G ar r i ck,  
Sher i dan,  G r i m al di  and N el l  G w yn e al ong  the w ay .

6

The theatre that refused to die“ “

Address: Catherine Street, WC2B 5JF ( 020-7850 8790, tours 
0844-412 2705,  www.royaldrurylanetheatrelondon.com and www.
reallyuseful.com/theatres/theatre-tours).
Opening hours: Tours (1 hr) Mon-Wed and Fri, 2.15 and 4.15pm, Thu 
and Sat, 10.15 and 11.45am.
Cost: Tours – adults £9, Children £7, groups (min. 10) £6.50 per person. 
For shows see website.
Transport: Covent Garden tube station.

AT A GLANCE

The theatre has two 
royal boxes – built for 
George III and the Prince 
Regent (who loathed 
each other) – and both 
the National Anthem and 
Rule Britannia were first 
performed here.

LHS 3 Book.indb   24-25 27/12/2012   13:34:59

Cop
yri

gth
 

Cop
yri

gth
 

Cop
yri

gth
 

Cop
yri

gth
 

Cop
yri

gth
 S

urv
iva

l desi g ned b y Si r  C hr i stop her  W r en.  R enam ed the ‘ T heatr e R oya l  i n 

Surv
iva

l desi g ned b y Si r  C hr i stop her  W r en.  R enam ed the ‘ T heatr e R oya l  i n 
D r ur y Lane’ ,  i t op ened i n 1 6 7 4  and sur v i ve d f or  al mo st 1 2 0  ye ar s,  

Surv
iva

l D r ur y Lane’ ,  i t op ened i n 1 6 7 4  and sur v i ve d f or  al mo st 1 2 0  ye ar s,  
dur i ng  w hi ch  i ts m anag em ent i ncl uded C ol l ey C i b b er ,  D avi d G ar r i ck 

Surv
iva

l dur i ng  w hi ch  i ts m anag em ent i ncl uded C ol l ey C i b b er ,  D avi d G ar r i ck 
( f or  2 9  ye ar s)  and R i ch ar d B r i nsl ey Sher i dan ( w hose p l ay ,

Surv
iva

l ( f or  2 9  ye ar s)  and R i ch ar d B r i nsl ey Sher i dan ( w hose p l ay ,
for Scandal

Surv
iva

l 
for Scandal, received its first performance here in 1777).

Surv
iva

l 
, received its first performance here in 1777).

I n 1 7 9 1 ,  under  Sher i dan’ s m anag em ent,  the b ui l di ng  w as 

Surv
iva

l 
I n 1 7 9 1 ,  under  Sher i dan’ s m anag em ent,  the b ui l di ng  w as 

dem ol i shed to m ake  w ay f or  a m uch  l ar g er  theatr e ( seati ng  3 , 6 0 0 )  

Surv
iva

l 
dem ol i shed to m ake  w ay f or  a m uch  l ar g er  theatr e ( seati ng  3 , 6 0 0 )  
w hi ch  op ened i n 1 7 9 4 ,  b ut sur vi ve d f or  j ust 1 5  ye ar s b ef or e b ur ni ng  

Surv
iva

l 
w hi ch  op ened i n 1 7 9 4 ,  b ut sur vi ve d f or  j ust 1 5  ye ar s b ef or e b ur ni ng  
dow n i n 1 8 0 9 .  T he b ui l di ng  that stands today w as desi g ned b y 

Surv
iva

l 
dow n i n 1 8 0 9 .  T he b ui l di ng  that stands today w as desi g ned b y 
B enj am i n W ya tt and op ened i n 1 8 1 2 .  I t w as r enow ned f or  i ts 

Surv
iva

l 
B enj am i n W ya tt and op ened i n 1 8 1 2 .  I t w as r enow ned f or  i ts 
sp ect acu l ar  V i ct or i an m el odr am as and p antom i m es,  b ut si nce  the 

Surv
iva

l 
sp ect acu l ar  V i ct or i an m el odr am as and p antom i m es,  b ut si nce  the 

Surv
iva

l 

Surv
iva

l B
oo

ks
THEATRE ROYAL DRURY LANE

Boo
ks

THEATRE ROYAL DRURY LANE

he T heatr e R oya l  D r ur y Lane ( G r ade I  l i sted) i s one of  

Boo
kshe T heatr e R oya l  D r ur y Lane ( G r ade I  l i sted) i s one of  

London’ s m ost hi stor i c and sp l endi d theatr es.  T he b ui l di ng  

Boo
ksLondon’ s m ost hi stor i c and sp l endi d theatr es.  T he b ui l di ng  

yo u see today i s the m ost r ece nt i n a l i ne of  f our  theatr es 

Boo
ksyo u see today i s the m ost r ece nt i n a l i ne of  f our  theatr es 

at the same location dating back to 1663, the first of which wa

Boo
ksat the same location dating back to 1663, the first of which wa

at the b ehest of  T hom as K i l l i g r ew  i n the ear l y ye ar s of  the E ng l i sh 

Boo
ks

at the b ehest of  T hom as K i l l i g r ew  i n the ear l y ye ar s of  the E ng l i sh 
R estor ati on.  A ct or s w ho ap p ear ed at the ‘ T heatre  R oya l  i n Bri dg es 

Boo
ks

R estor ati on.  A ct or s w ho ap p ear ed at the ‘ T heatre  R oya l  i n Bri dg es 
Str eet’  i ncl uded N el l  G w yn  ( w ho m et C har l es I I  her e)  and C har l es Boo

ks
Str eet’  i ncl uded N el l  G w yn  ( w ho m et C har l es I I  her e)  and C har l es 
Hart. It was destroyed by fire in 1672 and replaced by a larger Boo

ks
Hart. It was destroyed by fire in 1672 and replaced by a larger 
desi g ned b y Si r  C hr i stop her  W r en.  R enam ed the ‘ T heatr e R oya l  i n Boo

ks
desi g ned b y Si r  C hr i stop her  W r en.  R enam ed the ‘ T heatr e R oya l  i n 
D r ur y Lane’ ,  i t op ened i n 1 6 7 4  and sur v i ve d f or  al mo st 1 2 0  ye ar s,  Boo

ks
D r ur y Lane’ ,  i t op ened i n 1 6 7 4  and sur v i ve d f or  al mo st 1 2 0  ye ar s,  



C i ty of  W estm i nster

-  2 7  --  2 6  -

ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE

T he G r ade 1  l i sted R oya l  C our ts of  Ju sti ce  ( R C J) ,  co m mo nl y 
ca l l ed the Law  C our ts,  i s a va st,  i mp osi ng  b ui l di ng  housi ng  
the C our ts of  A p p eal  and the H i g h C ourt  of  Ju sti ce  of  En g l and 

and W al es.  I t’ s one of  the l ast g r eat w onder s of  V i ct or i an neo- G othi c 
r evi va l  ar ch i tect ur e,  desi g ned b y G eor g e E dm und Str eet R A  ( 1 8 2 4 -
1881), a solicitor turned architect. Built in the 1870s, it was officially 
opened in December 1882 by Queen Victoria. The finished building 
co ntai ned 3 5  m i l l i on P or tl and 
stone b r i cks,  ove r  3 . 5 m i  ( 5 . 6 km )  of  
co r r i dor s and som e 1 , 0 0 0  cl ocks,  
m any of  w hi ch  had to b e w ound b y 
hand.

 E nter i ng  thr oug h the m ai n g ates 
i n the Str and,  yo u p ass under  tw o 
elaborately carved porches fitted with 
i r on g ates.  T he ca r vi ng s ove r  the 
outer  p or ch  co nsi st of  heads of  the 
co untr y’ s m ost em i nent j udg es and 
l aw ye r s.  O ve r  the hi g hest p oi nt of  
the upper arch is a figure of Jesus, 
lower down (to the left and right) are figures of Solomon and Alfred 
the G r eat,  w hi l e M oses i s at the nor ther n f r ont of  the b ui l di ng .  A l so at 
the nor ther n f r ont,  ove r  the Ju dg es entr ance ,  ar e a stone ca t and dog  
representing litigants fighting in court.

 T he b ui l di ng  i s a V i ct or i an i nter p r etati on of  1 3 th- ce ntur y G othi c 
ar ch i tect ur e,  w i th i m p osi ng  P or tl and stonew or k,  b eauti f ul  m osai c 
marble floors, stunning stained glass windows, elaborate carvings 
and oak wood panelling. The walls of the magnificent Great Hall 
–  r em i ni sce nt of  a ca thedr al  –  ar e l i ned w i th p or tr ai ts of  p ast Lor d 
C hance l l or s and ke ep er s of  the G r eat Seal .  T he b ui l di ng  al so houses 
the C ostum e D i sp l ay G al l er y w hi ch  ce l eb r ates the evo l uti on of  l eg al  
co stum es thr oug hout hi stor y ,  as w el l  as the P ai nted R oom  and B ear  
G ar den,  w hi ch  Q ueen V i ct or i a al l eg edl y nam ed as such  b eca use the 
cr ow ds of  l i ti g ants and l aw ye r s her e r em i nded her  of  a b ear  p i t.

 P ub l i c tour s of  the R oya l  C our ts ar e ava i l ab l e ( see op p osi te)  and 
vi si tor s ar e al so i nvi ted to w atch  ci vi l  tr i al s ( cr i m i nal  tr i al s take  p l ace  
at the O l d B ai l ey dow n the r oad) ,  al thoug h ther e m ay b e r estr i ct i ons 
dep endi ng  on the act ual  ca ses b ei ng  tr i ed.

7

A marvel of Victorian Gothic architecture“ “

Address: The Strand, WC2A 2LL ( 020-7947 6000, tours 020-7947 
7684,  www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/courts-and-tribunals/courts/rcj/
index.htm,  rcjtours@talktalk.net).
Opening hours: Tours (2 hrs), first and third Tuesday of each month, 
11am and 2pm, plus other dates for groups.
Cost: Tours – Adults £12, concessions £10 (aged 60 and over), children 
£5 (under 14), groups £10 per person (minimum 10 people).
Transport: Temple tube station.

AT A GLANCE

The RCJ took over eight 
years to complete, due in 
part to a stonemasons strike 
during which masons were 
brought from Germany to 
keep work going, and housed 
within the building to protect 
them from the wrath of their 
striking English counterparts. 
Supplies came in through a 
secret underground tunnel.

G r eat H al l
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C i ty of  W estm i nster

-  2 9  --  2 8  -

TWO TEMPLE PLACE

T w o T em p l e P l ace ,  kn ow n f or  m any ye ar s as ‘ A stor  H ouse’ ,  i s 
a m aster p i ece  of  i r r eve r ent exce ss and f un –  b ui l t i n 1 8 9 5  f or  
William Waldorf Astor (1848-1919), later first Viscount Astor. 

I t w as b ui l t on r ecl ai m ed l and f ol l ow i ng  co mp l eti on of  the V i ct ori a 
E m b ankm ent i n 1 8 7 0  and desi g ned b y Jo hn Loug hb or oug h P ear son 
( 1 8 1 7 - 1 8 9 7 )  and hi s son F r ank ( 1 8 6 4 - 1 9 4 7 ).  T em p l e P l ace  i s b oth an 
ar ch i tect ur al  g em  and a tr easur e house of  exq ui si te w ork s b y the l i ke s 
of  W i l l i am  Si l ve r  F r i th ( 1 8 5 0 - 1 9 2 4 ) ,  Si r  G eor g e F r am p ton R A  ( 1 8 6 0 -
1 9 2 8 ) ,  N athani el  H i tch  ( 1 8 4 5 - 1 9 3 8 )  and T hom as N i ch ol l s (1 8 2 5 - 1 9 0 0 ).

 The building has just two floors and a lower ground floor, and 
i s b r oadl y of  T udor  desi g n,  b ui l t of  P or tl and stone.  I t has sp l endi d 
ca r vi ng s on the ext er i or  stonew or k b y N athani el  H i tch  (1 8 4 5 - 1 9 3 8 )  
and ab ove  the p ar ap ets i s a sup er b  g i l ded w eatherv a ne i n b eaten 
co p p er  dep i ct i ng  C ol um b us’  ca r ave l  Santa Maria b y J.  Star ki e G ar dner  
(1844-1930). The enchanting bronze lamp standards flanking the 
b ase of  the b al ustr aded entr ance  step s are  a 
f or etaste of  the r i ch es w i thi n.

 P al ati al  outsi de,  i nsi de i t’ s a show c ase 
for Britain’s finest 19th-century craftsmen. 
Unfettered by the consideration of finance (it 
c ost £ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  to b ui l d i n 1 8 9 5 ,  eq ui v al ent to 
£ 2 5 m  today ) ,  em b ol dened b y  the f r eedom  of  
ex p r essi on g r anted to hi m ,  and w i th m ater i al s 
and c r af tsm en of  the hi g hest q ual i ty ,  P ear son 
w as ab l e to c r eate a b ui l di ng  w or thy  of  i ts di sti ng ui shed ow ner .  F r om  the 
splendid marble floor and imposing staircase in the grand hall and gallery 
( w i th i ts g l or i ous stai ned g l ass and c ov ed and p anel l ed c ei l i ng ) ,  to the 
g r eat hal l  w i th i ts ham m er  b eam  c ei l i ng ,  g i l ded c ar v i ng s,  si l v er  g i l t p anel s 
and hug e stai ned g l ass w i ndow s,  T em p l e P l ac e i s a m aster p i ec e.

 A  w i dow er ,  Lor d A stor  used i t as hi s London hom e and as the 
Astor Estate Office until his death in 1919, when it was sold by the 
A stor  f am i l y .  Si nce  then i t has b een ow ned b y va r i ous co m p ani es 
and i s now  ow ned b y the B ul l dog  ( ch ar i tab l e)  T r ust,  w hose H Q  i t i s.  
T he T r ust hosts p er i odi c exh i b i ti ons,  such  as William Morris: Story, 
Memory, Myth ( O ct  2 0 1 1  to Ja n 2 0 1 2 )  and Amongst Heroes: the artist 
in working Cornwall ( Ja n- A p r  2 0 1 3 ) .

 H ow eve r ,  m ost exh i b i ts p al e ag ai nst the b ackd r op  of  thi s l ong -
hi dden ar ch i tect ur al  g em ,  w hi ch  f or  the sp l endour  of  i ts orn am entati on 
and conception is difficult to beat. Keep an eye on the website for 
up co m i ng  exh i b i ti ons.

8

A Gothic Revival extravaganza and treasure house“ “

Address: Two Temple Place, WC2R 3BD ( 020-7836 3715,   
 www.twotempleplace.co.uk and www.twotempleplace.org).
Opening hours: Periodic exhibitions, Mon-Sat (except Tue), 10am to 
4.30pm, Sun noon to 5pm (hours may vary – check website).
Cost: Free.
Transport: Temple tube station.

AT A GLANCE

Two Temple Place 
is postmodernism 
before its time, a 
Disney Gothic that’s 
a thrill to visit – it’s 
not to be missed!
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C i ty of  W estm i nster

-  3 1  --  3 0  -

ST MARY LE STRAND

S t M ar y l e Str and ( C hur ch  of  E ng l and)  i s a ti ny ,  el eg ant 1 8 th-
ce ntur y B ar oq ue ch ur ch  –  one of  onl y tw o London ch ur ch es 
standing on a traffic island (the other being St Clement Danes) 

–  si tuated on the Str and,  one of  the ci ty’ s p r i nci p al  and m ost anci ent 
thor oug hf ar es.  I t w as the seco nd London ch ur ch  ca l l ed St M ar y 
le Strand – the first was thought to date to the 12th century. It was 
dem ol i shed i n 1 5 4 9  b y E dw ar d Seym our ,  1 st D uke  of  Som er set ( and 
el dest b r other  of  Ja ne Seym our )  w hen 
Lor d P r otect or  of  E ng l and –  b eheaded 
f or  hi s si ns i n 1 5 5 2  –  the r ub b l e w as 
r ecycl ed to b ui l d Som er set H ouse.

 St Mary was the first of the 50 new 
ch ur ch es b ui l t i n London under  the 
C om m i ssi on f or  B ui l di ng  F i f ty N ew  
C hur ch es –  the so- ca l l ed ‘ Q ueen A nn 
C hur ch es’ .  D esi g ned b y ar ch i tect  
Ja m es G i b b s ( a R om an C athol i c w ho 
tr ai ned i n R om e)  and b eg un i n 1 7 1 4 ,  
i t w as co m p l eted i n Sep tem b er  1 7 1 7 ,  
al thoug h i t w asn’ t co nsecr ated unti l  1 st Ja nuar y 1 7 2 3 .  I t w as desi g ned 
as an I tal i anate str uct ur e w i th a sm al l  ca m p ani l e ove r  the w est end 
and no steep l e,  b ut w as l ater  al ter ed ag ai nst G i b b s’  w i shes.  T he 
ext r ava g ant B ar oq ue or nam entati on of  the ext er i or  w as cr i ti ci sed at 
the ti m e,  and m atter s w er en’ t hel p ed w hen one of  the deco r ati ve  ur ns 
sur m ounti ng  the ext er i or  of  the ch ur ch  f el l  and ki l l ed a p asser - b y i n 
1 8 0 2 .  

 T he i nter i or  i s r i ch l y deco r ated w i th a p l aster ed ce i l i ng  i n w hi te 
and g ol d,  i nsp i r ed b y the ch ur ch es G i b b s had seen i n R om e.  T he 
walls were influenced by Michelangelo, while the steeple shows the 
influence of Sir Christopher Wren. The church is built to an extremely 
l avi sh standar d and f ace d w i th ca r ve d stone i nsi de and out.  T he 
w oodca r vi ng  i s b y Jo hn Si m m onds;  note the exce l l ent ca r vi ng  on the 
p anel l i ng  i n the ch ance l ,  the door  ca ses to the easter n ve str i es and 
the al tar  r ai l s.

 T he ch ur ch  nar r ow l y esca p ed destr uct i on tw i ce  dur i ng  the 2 0 th 
ce ntur y:  i t w as al m ost dem ol i shed at the star t of  the ce ntur y to w i den 
the Strand (the graveyard was sacrificed instead), and was badly 
dam ag ed dur i ng  the B l i tz.  Si nce  1 9 8 2 ,  St M ar y l e Str and has b een the 
official church of the Women’s Royal Naval Service (WRNS or Wrens).

9

Where Bonnie Prince Charlie became an Anglican?“ “

Address: Strand, WC2R 1ES ( 020-7836 3126,    
 www.stmarylestrand.org).
Opening hours: Visitors, Tue-Thu, 11am to 4pm and Sun, 10am to 1pm. 
See website for service times.
Cost: Free (but donations are welcome).
Transport: Temple tube station.

AT A GLANCE

Bonnie Prince Charlie is 
alleged to have renounced 
his Roman Catholic faith in 
the church to become an 
Anglican during a secret 
visit to London in 1750, 
and the parents of Charles 
Dickens, John Dickens and 
Elizabeth Barrow, were 
married here in 1809.
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C i ty of  W estm i nster

-  3 3  --  3 2  -

KING’S COLLEGE CHAPEL

T he King’s College Chapel (Grade I listed) is a magnificent example 
of  V i c tor i an ar c hi tec tur e,  desi g ned b y  the em i nent ar c hi tec t G eor g e 
G i l b er t Sc ott ( 1 8 1 1 - 1 8 7 8 )  and c om p l eted i n 1 8 6 4 .  A  c entur y  and a 

hal f  l ater ,  the C hap el  c onti nues to p r ov i de a sp i r i tual  f oc us f or  K i ng ’ s c om m uni ty  
and a p eac ef ul  sp ac e at the hear t of  the c ol l eg e.

 K i ng ’ s C ol l eg e w as f ounded b y K i ng  G eor g e I V  and the D uke  
of  W el l i ng ton i n 1 8 2 9  as a uni ve r si ty co l l eg e i n the tr adi ti on of  the 
C hur ch  of  E ng l and,  and b eca m e one of  the tw o f oundi ng  co l l eg es 
of  the U ni ve r si ty of  London i n 1 8 3 6 .  T oday ,  K i ng ’ s i s a m ul ti - f acu l ty ,  
r esear ch - l ed,  teach i ng  i nsti tuti on w i th ove r  1 6 , 0 0 0  students and 5 , 0 0 0  
staf f ,  ca ter i ng  f or  al l  f ai ths and b el i ef s.

 W hen the or i g i nal  c ol l eg e b ui l di ng  ( G r ade I  l i sted)  b y  R ob er t Sm i r k e 
w as c om p l eted i n 1 8 3 1  i t i nc l uded a c hap el .  H ow ev er ,  i t w as c onsi der ed 
too l ow  c hur c h and p l ai n,  and i n 1 8 5 9  the c ounc i l  ask ed Si r  G i l b er t Sc ott 
to desi g n a m or e i m p r essi v e c hap el ,  and hi s sc hem e –  on the l i nes of  an 
anc i ent C hr i sti an b asi l i c a –  w as ac c ep ted.

 The beautiful Scott chapel is situated on the first floor directly above 
the G r eat H al l ,  r eac hed b y  an i m p r essi v e doub l e stai r c ase f r om  the m ai n 
entrance. Scott had to overcome a number of structural difficulties and 
used a l i g htw ei g ht c onstr uc ti on sy stem  f or  the ar c ade and up p er  nav e 
walls that concentrated the loading above the iron columns on the floor 
b el ow .  T he w al l  i s f ab r i c ated i n i r on w i th p ai r ed or nam ental  c ast i r on 
c ol um ns and an ap p l i ed ti m b er  f r am e f ac i ng  ab ov e.

 A m ong  the m any hi g hl i g hts ar e the or g an b y H enr y W i l l i s,  dati ng  
f r om  the 1 8 6 0 s,  r eco nstr uct ed b y hi s g r andson i n the 1 9 3 0 s;  the 
l ove l y ang el  desi g ns on the l ar g est p i p es w er e onl y r eve al ed dur i ng  
r estor ati on.  T he l ow er  w al l s of  the ch ap el  have  a r i ch  co mp osi ti on 
usi ng  a p ai nted ti l e m oti f ,  al so di sco ve r ed dur i ng  r estor ati on w or k 
and f ai thf ul l y r ecr eated,  w hi l e the w est w al l  co ntai ns the or i g i nal  ti l e 
desi g n.  T he ch ap el  al so houses a w eal th of  
p oi g nant m em or i al s.

 R eg ul ar  ser vi ce s ar e hel d i n the 
ch ap el  r ep r esenti ng  m any di f f er ent 
tr adi ti ons,  al l  of  w hi ch  ar e op en to the p ub l i c.  
T he ch ap el  ch oi r  si ng  at the W ednesday 
co m m uni on ser vi ce  and ch or al  eve nsong  on 
T uesdays at 5 . 3 0 p m .  

 A wonderful, spiritual building, reflecting 
the co l l eg e’ s m otto:  Sancte et Sapienter 
( w i th hol i ness and w i sdom ) .

10

A ‘secret’ Gilbert Scott masterpiece“ “

Address: King’s College, Strand, WC2R 2LS ( 020-7836 5454,   
 www.kcl.ac.uk/aboutkings/principal/dean/chaplaincy/strand/chapel/
index.aspx). 
Opening hours: During college hours. See website for services.
Cost: Free.
Transport: Temple tube station.

AT A GLANCE

The chapel was 
restored in 2000-01, 
when Scott’s original 
decorative scheme 
was substantially 
reinstated, despite 
significant changes 
made in the 1930s and 
the post-war period.
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C i ty of  W estm i nster

-  3 5  --  3 4  --  3 4  -

SAVOY CHAPEL

T he Savo y C hap el  ( or  the Q ueen’ s C hap el  of  the Savo y)  i s 
a ch ar m i ng  1 5 th- ce ntur y ch ap el ,  dedi ca ted to St Jo hn the 
B ap ti st,  w i th a del i g htf ul  g ar den.  T he ch ap el  has al w ays b een 

r oya l  p r op er ty as p ar t of  the Savo y H osp i tal  co mp l ex,  and i s ow ned 
b y the m onar ch  as p ar t of  the D uch y of  Lanca ster ,  as a p ecu l i ar ( not 
f al l i ng  w i thi n a b i shop ’ s j ur i sdi ct i on)  w i th i ts ch ap l ai n ap p oi nted b y the 
D uch y .  I t w as m ade the ch ap el  of  the R oya l  V i ct or i an O r der  i n 1 9 3 7 .

 T he or i g i nal  ch ap el  w as w i thi n P eter  of  Savo y’ s p al ace ,  and w as 
destr oye d al ong  w i th i t i n the P easant’ s R evo l t i n 1 3 8 1 .  T he cu r r ent 
ch ap el  b ui l di ng  w as co nstr uct ed i n the 1 4 9 0 s ( co mp l eted i n 1 5 1 2 )  
b y H enr y V I I  as a si de ch ap el  of f  the Savo y H osp i tal ’ s ( f or  hom el ess 
p eop l e)  nave ,  w hi ch  w as secu l ar  r ather  than sacr ed,  and housed 1 0 0  
b eds.  T he hosp i tal  w as i n r ui ns b y the 1 9 th ce ntur y and the ch ap el  
w as the onl y p ar t to sur vi ve  dem ol i ti on.

 T he ch ap el  has b een the host to va r i ous co ng re g ati ons,  notab l y 
that of  St M ar y- l e- Str and w hen i t had no ch ur ch  b ui l di ng  of  i ts 
ow n f r om  1 5 4 9 - 1 7 1 4 .  A l so the G er m an Luthera n co ng r eg ati on of  
W estm i nster  ( now  at Sandw i ch  Str eet and T hanet Str eet,  near  St 
P ancr as)  w as g r anted r oya l  p er m i ssi on to w or shi p  her e,  w hen i t sp l i t 
f r om  H ol y T r i ni ty ( the C i ty of  London Luthera n co ng r eg ati on,  now  at 
St Anne and St Agnes). The new congregation’s first pastor, Irenaeus 
C r usi us ( p r evi ousl y an associ ate at H ol y T r i ni ty) ,  dedi ca ted the ch ap el  
as the M ar i enki r ch e or  the G er m an C hurc h  of  St M ary - l e-S avo y on the 
1 9 th Sunday af ter  T r i ni ty i n 1 6 9 4 .

 A s an A ng l i ca n ch ur ch ,  the ch ap el  
w as kn ow n i n the 1 8 th ce ntur y as a 
p l ace  w her e m ar r i ag es w i thout b anns 
m i g ht i l l eg al l y occu r ,  and w as r ef er r ed 
to i n E ve l yn  W aug h’ s b ook Brideshead 
Revisited as ‘ the p l ace  w her e di vo r ce d 
co up l es g ot m ar r i ed i n those days –  a 
p oky l i ttl e p l ace ’ .  M ost of  the stai ned g l ass 
w i ndow s i n the ch ap el  w er e destr oye d i n the London B l i tz dur i ng  
W W I I ,  al thoug h a tr i p tych  stai ned g l ass m emo r i al  w i ndow  surv i ve s.  
D ep i ct i ng  a p r oce ssi on of  ang el i c m usi c i ans.  I t’ s dedi ca ted to the 
m em or y of  R i ch ar d D ’ O yl y C ar te ( w ho w as m ar r i ed i n the ch ap el  i n 
1 8 8 8 )  and w as unve i l ed b y Si r  H enr y I r vi ng  i n 1 9 0 2 .

 T he ch ap el  ce i l i ng  w as r estor ed to i ts f or me r  sp l endour i n 1 9 9 9  i n 
honour  of  H M  the Q ueen’ s G ol den Ju b i l ee.
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A glorious, hidden 15th-century chapel“ “

Address: Savoy Hill, WC2R 0DA ( 020-7836 7221,    
 www.duchyoflancaster.co.uk/duties-of-the-duchy/the-queens-chapel-
of-the-savoy). 
Opening hours: Daily, except Monday – but check it isn’t closed for 
renovation work. Public services are held on Sundays and Wednesday 
lunchtimes, except in August and September (see website for times).
Cost: Free.
Transport: Temple tube station.

AT A GLANCE

Being the property 
of the Queen, any 
expenses incurred 
by the chapel 
are borne by the 
monarchy.
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C i ty of  W estm i nster

-  3 7  --  3 6  -

ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS
 

T he R oy al  Soc i ety  of  A r ts ( R SA )  i s the i ntel l ec tual  and soc i al  hom e 
of  som e of  the g r eatest thi nk er s and soc i al  ac ti v i sts of  the p ast 2 5 0  
y ear s.  T he R SA  –  or  to g i v e i t i ts f ul l  nam e ‘ T he R oy al  Soc i ety  f or  

the enc our ag em ent of  A r ts,  M anuf ac tur er s and C om m er c e’  i s a B r i ti sh m ul ti -
di sc i p l i nar y  i nsti tuti on.  F ounded i n 1 7 5 4  and g r anted a r oy al  c har ter  i n 1 8 4 7 ,  
i ts p atr on i s H M  E l i z ab eth I I  and H R H  T he P r i nc ess R oy al  i s p r esi dent.

 A m ong  i ts ec l ec ti c  r ol l  of  f am ous ( p ast and p r esent)  m em b er s ar e 
C har l es D i c k ens,  A dam  Sm i th,  B enj am i n F r ank l i n,  K ar l  M ar x  and W i l l i am  
H og ar th,  w hi l e R SA  M edal  w i nner s –  the ‘ A l b er t M edal ’ ,  the ‘ B enj am i n 
F r ank l i n M edal ’  and the ‘ B i c entenar y  M edal ’  ( al l  sti l l  aw ar ded today )  
–  i nc l ude N el son M andel a,  Si r  F r ank  W hi ttl e and P r of essor  Step hen 
H aw k i ng .  T oday ,  the R SA  has ov er  2 7 , 0 0 0  f el l ow s i n 7 0  c ountr i es 
w or l dw i de –  f el l ow shi p  i s b estow ed 
up on those w ho hav e ac hi ev ed ( or  
dem onstr ated the p otenti al  to ac hi ev e)  
a c ontr i b uti on to soc i ety  i n a c ul tur al  or  
ar ts- r el ated sp her e.

 T he R SA ’ s am b i ti ous m i ssi on 
ex p r essed i n i ts f oundi ng  c har ter  w as to 
‘ em b ol den enter p r i se,  enl ar g e sc i enc e,  
refine art, improve our manufacturers 
and ex tend our  c om m er c e’ ,  b ut al so 
enc om p assed a desi r e to al l ev i ate 
p ov er ty  and sec ur e f ul l  em p l oy m ent.  
T he R oy al  A c adem y  of  A r ts w as f or m ed as the R SA ’ s sp i n- of f  or g ani sati on 
i n 1 7 6 8  b y  Si r  T hom as G ai nsb or oug h and Si r  J oshua R ey nol ds,  tw o ear l y  
members of the RSA, as a result of its first exhibition of contemporary 
art. The RSA’s launching of the modern world’s first public examinations 
i n 1 8 8 2  l ed to the R SA  E x am i nati ons B oar d ( now  p ar t of  the O x f or d,  
C am b r i dg e and R SA  E x am i nati ons B oar d) .  

 T he hom e of  the R SA  w as desi g ned b y  the A dam  B r other s i n 1 7 7 4  
as p ar t of  thei r  i nnov ati v e A del p hi  sc hem e,  and ex p anded i nto adj ac ent 
b ui l di ng s i n l ater  y ear s ( 2 - 6  J ohn A dam  Str eet and 1 8  A dam  Str eet) .  
The original building includes the Great Room, featuring a magnificent 
seq uenc e of  p ai nti ng s b y  I r i sh ar ti st J am es B ar r y ,  ti tl ed The Progress of 
Human Knowledge and Culture. The first occupant of 18 Adam Street 
w as the A del p hi  T av er n –  m enti oned i n D i c k ens’ s The Pickwick Papers –  
where the former private dining room contains a magnificent Adam ceiling. 

 T he R SA  ar r ang es w eek day  p ub l i c  tour s of  the sp l endi d R SA  H ouse 
b y  ap p oi ntm ent.
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The spiritual home of Britain’s greatest artists and thinkers“ “

Address: 8 John Adam Street, WC2N 6EZ ( 020-7930 5115,   
 www.thersa.org).
Opening hours: Weekday tours by appointment.
Cost: Free.
Transport: Embankment tube station.

AT A GLANCE

The RSA was also 
responsible for devising 
the ‘blue plaques’ scheme 
in 1866 to commemorate 
the links between famous 
people and buildings by 
placing plaques on their 
walls, which since 1986 has 
been operated by English 
Heritage.
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