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WHAT READERS & REVIEWERS

‘If you need to find out how France works then this book is indispensable. Native French
people probably have a less thorough understanding of how their country functions.’
Living France

‘It's everything you always wanted to ask but didn’t for fear of the contemptuous put
down. The best English-language guide. Its pages are stuffed with practical information
on everyday subjects and are designed to compliment the traditional gui k.

ss News

‘Rarely has a ‘survival guide’ contained such useful advice — Th&dispels doubts
for first-time travellers, yet is also useful for seasoned globe n a word, if you're
planning to move to the US or go there for a long-term stay%uy this book both for
general reading and as a ready-reference.’

erican Citizens Abroad

AWorking in France is the best
residents in this country; indeed, my
teach even those born and bred in
il which lifts his work way beyond the
range of other books with similar title n you think of a supplementary question
and search for the answer in vain. ampshire this is rarely the case. — He writes
with great clarity (and gives Fre equivalents of all key terms), a touch of humour
and a ready eye for the odd\(and often illuminating) fact. — This book is absolutely
indispensable.’

‘Let’'s say it at once. David Hampshire’s Living
handbook ever produced for visitors and forei
discussion with locals showed that it has
I'Hexagone — It is Hampshire's metic

L 4

\ The Riviera Reporter

Every issue and ern is covered, every daft question you have but are frightened to

‘A must for all futur: B%ts. I invested in several books but this is the only one you need.
ask is ans er@@stly without pulling any punches. Highly recommended.’
< ’ Reader

‘In answer to the desert island question about the one how-to book on France, this book
would be it.’
The Recorder

‘The ultimate reference book. Every subject imaginable is exhaustively explained in
simple terms. An excellent introduction to fully enjoy all that this fine country has to offer
and save time and money in the process.’

American Club of Zurich



HAVE SAID ABOUT SURVIVAL BOOKS

‘The amount of information covered is not short of incredible. | thought | knew enough
about my birth country. This book has proved me wrong. Don’t go to France without it.
Big mistake if you do. Absolutely priceless!’

Reader

‘When you buy a model plane for your child, a video recorder, or some new computer
gizmo, you get with it a leaflet or booklet pleading ‘Read Me First’, or ing large
friendly letters or bold type saying IMPORTANT - follow the instrugtions=€arefully’.
This book should be similarly supplied to all those entering France with ‘anything more
durable than a 5-day return ticket. — It is worth reading even if you are % visiting briefly,
or if you have lived here for years and feel totally knowledgeal @ i
you need to find out how France works then it is indispen ative French people
probably have a less thorough understanding of how their co functions. — Where it
is most essential, the book is most up to the minute. é\

Living France

*
A comprehensive guide to all things French, Wﬁ&in a highly readable and amusing
style, for anyone planning to live, work or re( rance.
The Times

Covers every conceivable question%night be asked concerning everyday life — |
know of no other book that coulditake the place of this one.
France in Print

A concise, thorough acc?@the Do’s and DONT's for a foreigner in Switzerland —
Crammed with useful ifformation and lightened with humorous quips which make the
facts more readabl

American Citizens Abroad

approachyto the problems and pitfalls you are likely to encounter. The whole laced with
humour and a thorough understanding of what's involved. Gets my vote!’

‘| found @gdeﬁul book crammed with facts and figures, with a straightforward

Reader

‘A vital tool in the war against real estate sharks; don't even think of buying without
reading this book first!’
Everything Spain

‘We would like to congratulate you on this work: it is really super! We hand it out to our
expatriates and they read it with great interest and pleasure.’
ICI (Switzerland) AG
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IMPORTANT NOTE

eaders should note that the laws and regulations regarding
retirement and buying property in France aren’t the same as in
other countries and are liable to change periodically. Those who
aren’t nationals of an EU country will need to obtain a residence permit
to retire permanently in France. | cannot recommend too strongly that you

always check with an official and reliable source (not necessaril same)
and obtain expert legal advice before making plans to reti nce or
buying or renting a home there. Don’t, however, believe e Ing you're

useful addresses and references to other sources o mation have been
included in all chapters and in Appendices A to&l portant points have
been emphasised throughout the book in bold »some of which it would
be expensive or foolish to disregard. Ignore at your peril or cost!
Unless specifically stated, the referenc X ny company, organisation,
product or publication in this book do t constitute an endorsement or

recommendation. 0

told or read — even, dare | say it, herein!
To help you obtain further information and verify d%@)fficial sources,

C)O il | e
> RARA

2 e




AUTHOR’S NOTES

® Times are shown using the 24-hour clock, e.g. 10am is shown as 10.00
and 10pm as 22.00, the usual way of expressing the time in France.

® Prices quoted should be taken only as estimates, although they were
mostly correct when going to print and fortunately don’t usuall
greatly overnight. Although prices are sometimes quote
of value added tax (hors taxes/HT) in France, most pric
inclusive of tax (toutes taxes comprises/TTC), which is t thod used
when quoting prices in this book. 0

® His/he/him also means her/she/her — please for e, ladies. This is
done to make life easier for both the read d the author, and isn'’t
intended to be sexist. ?b‘

*
® Most spelling is (or should be) British@e\merican English.

® Frequent references are made in this\book to the European Union (EU),
which comprises Austria, Bel%e lgaria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Fr , Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland,
Italy, Latvia, Lithuani bourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, SIO , Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the United
Kingdom, and the*an Economic Area (EEA), which includes the
EU countries plu d, Liechtenstein and Norway.

® \Warnings a?p rtant points are shown in bold type.

® The \@ ymbols are used in this book: @ (telephone), E (fax),
E (internet) and < (email).

® |ists of further information sources, further reading and useful websites
are contained in Appendices A, B and C respectively.

® For those unfamiliar with the metric system of weights and measures,
imperial conversion tables are shown in Appendix D.

® Useful maps of France are contained in Appendix E and on page 6.

® Airline and airport information is provided in Appendix F.
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INTRODUCTION

illions of people dream of retiring to a home abroad where they can enjoy a
IVI slower, more relaxed lifestyle and a milder climate. A numbers of surveys in

recent years have concluded that as many as one in five Britons aged over
50 are planning to retire abroad by 2015-2020, and there are signs of similar trends
in Germany and other northern Europeans countries. One of Europe’s most popular
retirement destinations is France, which is already home to thousan foreign
retirees whose favourite retirement spots include Brittany, Dordo mandy,

Provence and the Cote d’Azur.
Among France’s many attractions are its generally mild ¢ &partlcularly in

the south); beautiful beaches and villages, and vibrant h standard of
living; outstanding healthcare (among the best in the Woﬁperb food and wine;
spectacular countryside; and good (low-cost) air ns, particularly with
northern European countries.

Many retirees find that a move to France resul much-improved quality of
life and most claim they feel fitter and younge %tmg that retirement to France
has not only taken years off their life, but al d them to live longer! However,

retiring to France isn't always a bed o s and obstacles such as bureaucracy,
language difficulties, poor social se the elderly, a lack of nursing homes
and boredom are all potential barrl appy and fulfilling retirement.

As with all life-changing decision e key to a successful retirement in France
is planning ahead and doi iQpch research as possible before you go, which
is where this book will prr‘%valuable. Written specifically for retirees (and
prospective retirees) im@, Retiring in France is worth its weight in joie de

vivre

Within these page &vill find information and advice on a wide range of essential
topics, includin ing a home, the cost of living, retirement hot spots, getting
to and from F, gqublic transport, motoring, healthcare and financial matters.
Suggesti le provided to help smooth your ‘settling-in’ period and help you
make th% use of your new-found leisure time. In short, everything you need to
make your retirement as fulfilling and successful as possible.

Most retirees in France would agree that, all things considered, they love living
there — and wild horses couldn’t drag them away. Retiring in France, even for part
of the year, is a wonderful way to enrich and revitalise your life. | trust this book will
help you to avoid the pitfalls and smooth your way to a happy and rewarding future
in your golden years.

Bonsne Cllamee! David Hamprbine

March 2008
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1.
WHY RETIRE TO FRANCE?

(so-called ‘seasonal retirement’), is an increasingly po

etiring in France, whether permanently or for just part o*ﬁrear
R rchoice,

particularly among retirees from countries with incl
and/or high property prices. It's estimated that there g
pensioners living in France — out of a total British exp

around 200,000.

For many people, the dream of
spending their golden years in the French
countryside has become an affordable
option, although retiring in France (even

for part of the year) isn’t without its pitfalls \

and shouldn’t be attempted without

careful consideration and planning. Before
deciding where, when or indeed, %er

to retire to France, it's importaw
your homework thoroughly investigate
the myriad implications a ilities.
Recognising and prep

ential
difficulties in advancesi h easier than

dealing with disap @ ment — or even a
crisis — later. ver, if you do decide to
o

take the g be in good company.
Tens of tRousands of people have

successfu tired in France.

It isn’t unusual for people to uproot
themselves and after some time wish they
had chosen a different part of France — or
even that they had stayed at home! It's
worth bearing in mind that a significant
number of people who retire abroad return
home within a few years.

The first question to ask yourself is
exactly why you want to retire to France.
Do you wish to live there permanently or
spend only part of the year there? For

@‘ climates
@st 34,000

a 4@ e population of

exgmﬂ:xg.e retirees spend the winter in

SO rance and return to their home
uhtryfor the summer. Do you primarily

ish'to live somewhere with a lower cost

} living? If you're planning to retire abroad
(]

r health reasons, the climate will be an
important consideration. Do you want to
make frequent return trips to your home
country, to visit your family and friends?
What do your family and friends think about
your plans to live in France? Can you afford
to retire there? What about the future? Is
your income secure and protected against
inflation?

M SURVIVAL TIP

As when making all major life decisions,
itisn’t wise to be in too much of a hurry.
Many people make expensive (even

catastrophic) errors when retiring in
France, often because they don’t do
sufficient research or take into account the
circumstances of their partners and family
members.

You'll need to take into account the
availability and cost of accommodation,



Port of Antibes, Alpes- Marltlmes‘

communications, tra\qgﬁlme (and

cost) to and from e’ country,
security, healt s, leisure and sports
opportuniti ,me hock, the language,
the cost @ and local taxes, among
other things®™Many retirees wishing to
retire to France are North Americans or
northern Europeans, who can often buy

a home abroad for much less than the
value of their family home. The difference
between the money raised on the sale of
your family home and the cost of a home in
France can be invested to supplement your
pension, allowing you to live comfortably in
retirement, particularly if France also has

a lower cost of living. However, if you plan
to buy a second home in France, you'l

"O\X

need to maintain two homes, although
the running costs can usually be offset by
letting your home(s) when you're absent.

ADVANTAGES &
DISADVANTAGES

Before planning to live abroad permanently,
you must take into account many

factors. There are both advantages and
disadvantages to retiring i %

although for most people efits far
outweigh the drawback

Advantages O
The benefits of ent in France may
owing:

include the
Agreea mate
& . .
In France (primarily the south and

ica), one of the primary attractions

itsS’millions of annual visitors and many

irees is the weather. Much of the south
as mild winters and hot summers and
one of the principal benefits is improved
health as a result of living in a warmer
climate and a more relaxing environment.
Your general sense of well-being is greatly
enhanced when you live in a warm and
sunny climate.

However, if you're planning to retire
abroad for health reasons, you should
ask your doctor for his advice regarding
suitable locations, and if you want warm
rather than mild winters, you'll need to
head further afield than France (even the
south and Corsica can experience cold
winters).

Living in a warmer climate often results
in an increased life expectancy for retirees
(France has one of the world’s highest
life expectancies — around 83 for women
and 75 for men). A warmer climate also
provides ample opportunities to enjoy
outdoor activities during your increased
leisure time. On the financial side, you'll
save a considerable sum on heating bills,



although you shouldn’t automatically
assume that because your retirement
destination is hot in the summer it will

also be warm in winter. For example, in
most of France (including the south and
Corsica) it can be surprisingly cool in winter
(particularly at night), when you'’ll need
some form of heating, and the hot, humid
summers in some areas may make costly
air-conditioning necessary. It's wise to visit
the region of your choice at different times
of the year before making a decision, to
find out exactly how cold and hot it really is
in the winter and summer.

Good International Communications

Almost all regions have international
airports and some are served by
inexpensive flights from various European
destinations. There are cheap flights from
several British airports (especially London
Stansted, from where Ryanair, for example,

flies to around 20 French cities — see \

Appendix F), while Eurostar and the

(France’s high-speed train service) als
provide easy access for the British

Higher Standard of Living Q

Depending on the count g\e oving
from, you may find that fran ers you
a higher standard of livi articularly

regarding healthc ublic transport
(see below). If ude ‘quality of life’
in your e a@se also below), your
standard%\g is likely to increase
significantly?

Increased Leisure & Sports Options

In many parts of France, the availability of
a wide range of leisure and sports activities
at an affordable cost is an added attraction.
Many areas have excellent leisure and
sports facilities, such as cycling, boating,
hiking, fishing and a wealth of golf clubs
(France has the second-largest number of
golf courses in Europe, after the UK) with
reasonably-priced membership.

M SURVIVAL TIP

If you retire to an area with a mild climate,

you'll also have more time and opportunities
to enjoy your chosen sport or activity, which
will rarely be interrupted by rain!

Lower Cost of Living

Although the cost of living i
isn’t low, the price of eve
around the same as in
European countries,

are relatively i , While services
tend to be chea ong the things that
are particul value are eating in
restaura hoI (a reasonable bottle of
wine m ost more than €3), cigarettes
ort; public transport, where
(see page 60), is among the
heapest and best in western Europe.

} aris is France’s most expensive place
(0

live by far; its cost of living, including
property rent, ranks it 11" of the 71 world
cities featured in the UBS Prices and
Earnings survey (& www.ubs.com/1/e/
ubs_ch/wealth_mgmt_ch/research.html) last
published in 2006 (Lyon, the only French
city rated, came 31%). London is the world’s
most expensive city, followed by New
York, Oslo, Tokyo, Zurich, Copenhagen,
Geneva, Dublin, Chicago, Los Angeles (LA).
When rents are excluded, Paris still ranks
11th, behind Chicago and LA but ahead of
Stockholm and Helsinki.

For further information regarding prices,
see Cost of Living on page 53.

Lower Property Prices

Property prices in North America and
northern Europe (and in most of the world’s
capital cities) have risen considerably

in recent years, and many people find
themselves trapped in a spiralling property-
price web, unable to buy a home that
represents good value. Prices have also



risen considerably in France in recent
years, but many areas still offer affordable
homes and in some lesser-known regions
bargains can be found (e.g. prices can be as
little as a third of those in the UK). See Cost of
Property on page 114.

Quality Healthcare

The World Health Organization regularly
reports that France has the best healthcare
system in the world. This is a big attraction for
anybody considering living in France, but is
particularly important for retirees — provided,
of course, you qualify for state healthcare (see
Chapter 7).

Relaxed Lifestyle

The French generally have a slower pace of
life than people in the UK and the US, and
sensibly devote more time and effort to the
appreciation of good food and wine, friends
and, above all, family.

Space

France is Western Europe’s largest coun
and, particularly compared to the U d the

Netherlands, is sparsely populal t
areas of unspoilt countryside. rage

density of the population of France is

around 100 people per k mi?), one

of the lowest in Europ ver, the density
n to region

varies enormouslere -
Paris is@the most densely populated

cities in the world, with over 20,000 inhabitants
per km? (over 52,000 per mi?); when Paris is
excluded, the population density for the rest of
the country drops to around 50 people per km?
(130 per mi?)

Well Established Expatriate
Communities

France is already home to tens of

N

thousands of foreigners, concentrated

mainly in the south-west and south, where
there are well established expatriate
communities, particularly Portuguese,
British, German, Dutch and Scandinavian.
There are small, localised expatriate
communities in other areas, including
Brittany and Normandy. In these areas, it's
easier to find your feet and avoid language
problems due to the numerous expatriate
clubs, associations and activiti%

Disadvantages

There are also potential @ dvantages to
retiring in France an % ould consider
these and thei ations carefully before
making a decisio 40 owever, it's worth

noting that majority are avoidable
or surmo , provided you do your
homew k'before retiring there.

m & Isolation

ﬁgh most people look forward to
irement, many find the reality of not
orking difficult and the prospect of full-time
leisure daunting. The question ‘What are
you going to do all day?’ can be difficult to
answer — even more so in France, where
there may not be the same facilities and
familiar leisure activities that you have in
your home country and a language barrier
preventing you from enjoying those that do
exist. You may miss your social life back
home and find it difficult to be accepted into
(or to accept) your new expatriate or French
community. It's wise to visit your prospective
retirement destination a number of times

at different times of the year and to rent

a property (see page 68) before buying a
home and making a long-term commitment.

Bureaucracy

France is notorious for its bureaucracy

and red tape, which, if you aren’t prepared
for it, can be frustrating and daunting.

The situation is improving, but until the
French finally shake off their obsession with
paperwork, you would be wise to engage a



Roman amphitheatre, Nimes, Gard

translator or professional to help you deal
with the red tape.

Communication Problems

For many, the main disadvantage of retiring y
abroad is the separation from family and \
loved ones, particularly from grandchildr

who have a habit of growing up fast. Thi
barrier can be reduced by keepingif touch
regularly by phone (many conﬁ@ er
inexpensive international cal emalil
(broadband internet accié\n%bble in
most of France) — see ping*n Touch
on page 39 — and by g tolive in an
area that has eas ess to your home
country (see G g<There on page 28).

Culture @
Many peo ind that coping with

retirement and the lack of structure to

life without a daily work regime is made
doubly stressful by the sense of isolation
(and possible frustration) created by a
new culture and language (see below).
Are you prepared to be in a minority and
to be treated as a foreigner? Are you open
to different ways of doing things? Do you
make friends easily? Can you cope with

a slower pace of life and a high level of

bureaucracy?

Many r@ underestimate the cultural
isol‘atigg/ an feel living in France,
par, x if you plan to move to a part
t untry where there are few of your
ompatriots. It's commonly assumed that
nch attitudes and manners differ little
rom those in other developed countries;
nothing could be further from the truth, as
the French have (and jealously guard) many
unique character and behavioural traits,
which can be frustrating and baffling to
foreigners — even those from neighbouring
countries. For details of French culture and
how to cope with it, refer to Culture Wise
France (Survival Books — see page 317).
A new culture doesn’t, however, have to
make your life more frustrating and can do
much to enrich it, although it's important
to be aware of the potential difficulties.
Culture shock can be significantly reduced
if you retire to an area of France with an
established expatriate community (see
above). See also Culture Shock on page
253.

Language Problems

Another common and erroneous
assumption is that most French people
speak English. Most don't, thanks to their
outdated education system, or won't, for



fear of making mistakes and embarrassing
themselves.

A Caution

If your French is basic or non-existent,
you're therefore likely to encounter
severe communication problems in
most areas.

Moreover, it's generally accepted that
the older you are, the more difficult it is to
learn a new language (see Learning the
Language on page 47). Linguistic difficulties
can be mitigated by dedicated study before
as well as after you retire to France, but you
may never feel completely accepted by the
French, for whom being able to communicate
is less important than eloquence.

On the plus side, you can buy British and
many other foreign newspapers in some
French cities and tourist areas, and thanks
to satellite television you can also enjoy#/o

favourite TV programmes (for examgle, a

\

British terrestrial channels are avalil via

Sky). \Q
oD

Financial Problems
ems, such as

those caused by e ge rate fluctuations
and poor inves urns if you're relying
on foreig i nd'investment income.
Tax and %iving benefits may also turn
out to be lowet than originally thought; French
taxes and social security costs are high, as
are the costs of some goods and services.
Consult financial experts to help you do your
sums before making a final decision. See

Chapter 3 for further information about the
financial implications of retiring in France.

Retirement to France ¢
unforeseeable financi

Old Age & Infirmity

Before making plans to live in France,
you should consider how you would cope

if your mobility was restricted. France’s

facilities and support for those with
disabilities are improving — especially since
the passing of a law called the Loi pour
I'Egalité des Droits et des Chances des
Personnes Handicapées in early 2005,
which was designed to give disabled
people equal rights with the able-bodied
regarding employment, education, leisure
activities and physical access — but are still

inadequate in some areas.
Dying isn’t something you’ \@to think

Many people pre 9

their loved &a death approaches,

which ma@ moving back home
r.

sooner
*

}R CONSIDERATIONS

e following points should also be taken
into account when considering whether or
where to retire to in France:

® Decide whether you would like to retire
permanently to France or just for part
of the year. This decision is important
because it will influence where you
decide to live in France and your
finances, particularly taxation.

® |f you're planning to retire to France
with your partner, ask yourselves if you
both want to go. It's vitally important
that the decision should be one you're
both happy with. While it isn't a happy
subject, you should both think ahead
and consider what you'll do if one of you
becomes seriously ill or dies.

® Consider whether you'll need to return
regularly to your home country, e.g. for
visits to relatives and grandchildren or
medical appointments or to keep your
affairs in order. If so, you should choose
a location near a port or airport with easy
access to your home country.



being separated from your loved ones.
Most of France is within a few hours

of the UK and other neighbouring
countries, but even this means you won't
be able to meet friends for coffee or
have the family round for Sunday lunch.
One of the main reasons retirees
move back to their home country
after relocating to France is that they
cannot cope with the separation from
family and friends.

Ask yourself ‘why’ you're considering
retiring in France and write a list of the
reasons. Make sure most or (preferably)
all of the reasons are positive; an
abundance of negative reasons may
mean you're running away from
problems in your home country. Bear in
mind that a change of country doesn’t
necessarily mean that existing problems

will go away. It may be better to stay in 4

your home country and sort out youg\}

N
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® Think carefully about how you'll feel

problems before making a decision
about retirement in France.

Think about the ‘pleasantness’ of your
chosen retirement location. You should
be aware that an area can change
considerably over a period; for example
a village may be quiet and undeveloped
when you buy a property and retire there,
but it could rapidly become a major
tourist spot or property inve t target.
This is particularly true of parts*of the
coastline where previgt nspoilt and
‘undiscovered’ resg ~* now bustling
concrete jun . @ ersely, a thriving
village coul deserted as people
move n rrounding towns.

rer {
Before eNitting yourself to a location,
;&d

mak at you're aware of the
egi local authorities’ plans for it.

XUtious about choosing your
ourite holiday destination as your

place of retirement. Holiday memories
tend to be recalled through rose-tinted
spectacles; the reality of daily life can
be very different, and your perspective
and requirements as a resident are quite
different from those of a tourist.

Investigate local public transport
thoroughly. This is particularly important
if you're elderly, as you may not always
be able (or wish) to drive. There’s

little point in choosing an isolated spot
or somewhere with a limited public
transport system, when in a few years’
time you may have to rely on just such
services. You should also consider

the terrain of your chosen home, as a
location with lots of hills or steps can
become an insurmountable problem if
you have mobility restrictions or become
disabled. It's advisable to avoid property
in hilly areas; although hillside homes
offer wonderful panoramic views, you'll
need a car for everything and the climb
will become much more difficult as you
get older!



M SURVIVAL TIP

Before buying a home you should visit an
area at different times of the year and rent
a property for an extended period (up to six
months) before taking the plunge

(see page 68).

® Do as much research as possible on
your prospective retirement destination,
preferably by visiting the area several
times, before making a decision. If
you're planning to retire to France with
a partner, you should do the research
together, so that both of you are aware

of the benefits and drawbacks. Survival
Books publish many other best-selling
publications for foreigners in France,
including Buying a Home in France,
Living and Working in France, Rural
Living in France and The Best Places to
Buy a Home in France (see page 327).

Most importantly — and it bears
repeating — if you're planping to
live in an unfamiliar ar %;t for
a period (up to six m% so that
you can become fa ar with a

certain you
. Don’t burn
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Be Prepared

2.
BE PREPARED

nce you've decided you'd like to retire to France, you need tider the
practical aspects of the move. This chapter contains infor about

permits and visas; getting to France by air, bus, train a

; getting

around by public transport and car; keeping in touch (by telef post and
internet and via published and broadcast media); and lear @ rench.

VISAS & PERMITS

Before making any plans to visit France or
live there, you must ensure that you have
the necessary identity card or passport
(with a visa if necessary) and, if you'r
planning to stay long-term, the appropriate
documentation to obtain a residen

and/or work permit. There are@g
requirements for different nati ities and
circumstances, as detailet

French bureaucracy ically
called administration).i ndary, and
you should be prd r the frustration
caused by tim g and blatant
obstructi nma of officials. (This
isn’'t nec%?/ xenophobia — they treat
their fello ntrymen in the same
way!) Note also that immigration is an
inflammatory issue in France, where non-
EU citizens are regarded with particular
suspicion.

Permit infringements are taken very
seriously by the French authorities,
and there are penalties for breaches of
regulations, including fines and even
deportation for flagrant abuses.

While in France, you should carry your
passport or residence permit (if you have

\

@55, as this serves as an

rd. You can be asked to produce
ntification papers at any time by
lice or other officials and, if you don’t
y e them, you can be taken to a police
station and interrogated.

M SURVIVAL TIP

Immigration is a complex and ever-
changing subject, and the information in
this chapter is intended only as a general

guide. You shouldn’t base any decisions
or actions on the information contained
herein without confirming it with an official
and reliable source, such as a French
consulate.

Visitors

Citizens of other EU countries can visit
France for up to 90 days with a national
identity card or passport only. Visitors
from EU countries plus Andorra, Canada,
Iceland, Japan, Monaco, New Zealand,
Norway, Singapore, South Korea,
Switzerland and the US don't require

a visa, although French immigration

authorities may require non-EU visitors
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